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Apocalyptic cults: failed utopias: and consequerioe$ollowers

SERGE BLISKO, President of MIVILUDES

It is a great pleasure for me to be with you hér8ases-le-Chéateau to take part in this Con-
ference devoted ttApocalyptic Sects: failed utopias and consequencdsr the follow-
ers”. | thank the FECRIS team and particularly its Chairman, Tom Sackville for his
invitation and for the successful organisationto$ tConference. | also congratulate him for
having chosen this topic, very timely as we appho2€' December 2012, date of the sup-
posed “end of the world”, or “the end of a worl@gcording to the Mayan calendar. This
represents the main focus of our activities at Molkes over the last two years, and in 2011
most of the annual report- presented to our Printastér was devoted to this topic; we ana-
lysed the risk of cultic excesses, due to the nuglé of apocalyptic messages of all kinds,
which mostly converge on the date of the Winteisoé in 2012.

This topic refers to one of the most effective gidures used by cultic movements in order to
attract new preysxploiting fears, in this case the end of the world or of a woRelated to
the meaning of life and destiny, this fear is a pdul instrument of mental ascendency which
gurus will exploit on their victims, who are patiarly vulnerable due to their apocalyptic
beliefs.

This reminds us - if we needed any reminding - thatbeliefs on which the messages from
cultic groups gain a foothold are often the samethe promise of a better life or world; a
return to true values, to hidden truth, seeking@eal development, to transform oneself so as
to better transform the planet... All these theorihp very often borrow from the New
World nebula, share the common aspiration to tansfindividuals by means of spiritual
awakening, and as a consequence, to change humanity

Thus, prophecies are illusions often used by cultimovements

The idea of an “end of the world” is very old. $teven part of our cultural and religious ref-
erences, in a certain sense. This quest, oftenngumoied by the hope of a new world to
come, is to be found throughout humanity’s histamyall societies and all mythologies.

In “The myth of the end of the world- from Antiquity2@1.2, the historian Luc May points
out that “The end of the world exists since the ld/i@xists. This is part of our inheritance
(...)".

Thus, whatever the period, predictions of all kihdse existed in order to avert man’s inde-
scribable fears when facing his destiny. This dat2012 would merely be the 18%nd of
the world identified in the history of Mankind senthe collapse of the Roman Empire.

What has changed, however, since the last centutiie speeding up of prophecies relating
to catastrophes, and even more recently, thatdtie sf destruction prophesied have evolved
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considerably; after the wars, epidemics, famine@nea explosions, it is from Nature itself
and its corruption by man that our extinction ipested to come. The warming of the globe,
melting of the ice cap, tsunamis, inversion of Bagth’s poles, planetary collisions, anything
goes! And of course one must add the “very topigaErpretation of the calendar of the pre-
Columbian Maya civilisation. A realgfoubi boulgd to use an expression of Alain Cirou in
his book ‘La fin du monde n’aura pas lie(The end of the world will not take place”).

What is also characteristic of this vintage ye&12, is the role of new information and tele-
communication technologies, which confer an angalifresonance to the phenomenon and a
certain ordinariness to the most extreme apocalgttitement thus enhancing the climate of
anxiety-driven fear. Already in 2010, 2.5 milliontérnet pages on the topic were referenced
by an American research engine.

Finally, the present perceptions by public opingfrihe increased fragility of a period where
climate catastrophes and economic and financiaésroccur repeatedly provide - in the eyes
of many- an added reason to believe in end of tbhddwscenarios. This feeling of fear and
uncertainty is widely exploited by those very sape®ple who peddle these kinds of mes-
sages, but also by clever observers of the phenamwho have seen there a most remunera-
tive theme to dwell on. Internationally, it is nampossible to count the number of commer-
cial uses of the “end of the world” product in aikas: the arts, literary and cinema produc-
tions, conferences and seminars, video games,adeproducts, sale of anti-apocalypse shel-
ters, survival kits...

Faced by the risk of seeing its predictions expthiMIVILUDES was forced to pre-empt the
consequences, always likely, of discourses whialidcgenerate anxietyt therefore de-
cided- and | thus pay tribute to the action of my pedecessor, which was to include “the
resurgence of apocalyptic statements” in his annuakport presented to the Prime Min-
ister in June 2011 that is to say over 18 months before the dateamred by some oracles
as that of “the end of the world” or “the end ofvarld”. Unfortunately history is indeed
marked by precedents which suggest due vigilanceldibe applied. But without mentioning
extreme cases, such as the OTS drama or that dkthele of the People, one must point out
that such discourses contain within them a tendémeyake individuals give up their com-
mitments to their lives in society and family, imetr professions or as citizens, because by
now they are convinced that any effort has becoonietlpss. It is also against this kind of
ideological “withdrawal” that MIVILUDES wishes taxpress a warning.

The contents of this report (80 pages on the tdpés) implied significant work of being on
the alert and of observation, carried out in Fraescavell as abroad.

What was observed?

Firstly, thanks to the international enquiry without precedent carried out by
MIVILUDES via its embassies abroad it appears thaiho country was spared from the
circulation of apocalyptic messages of all sortsSome countries like Russia, the United
States or Japan are even particularly exposed, thitlpresence of numerous groups which
endorse their beliefs and appeal directly for &aehing actions anticipating the date of'21
December 2012.

In France too, the phenomenon is very much presenthe landscape is twofoldthere is a

coexistence of two major kinds of groups with relgi@r whom the vigilance of public authori-
ties needs to be exercised with the same intgorati@ct people.
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- The large structured movements often presenting an international outreach with
French representation, whose doctrine is inspiseddmcalyptic statements with a re-
ligious or New Age basis, whose existence or agtiare already known by the public
authorities. | think particularly of the RAMTHA gup, which is very carefully ob-
served by public authorities in the South WestrainEe. But there are others, and you
know them as well as | do.

- A proliferation of micro-groups which may spring up overnight, and very discreetly
around an isolated leader. By using the end ofattvdd theme as a factor in bringing
together new followers attracted by curiosity, rest or trust, this leader will manage
to progressively acquire actual ascendency oven thath harmful consequences on
the material, psychological or even physical leirethe most serious cases.

It is impossible to give an exhaustive picturelsd humber of these micro-groups, which are
very small, the fact that they are spread out evieeye in the country, and the very unobtru-
sive conditions of their creation and operationhwitt any visible expression of their exis-

tence, means that they can escape the vigilanitee gipecialised services.

MIVILUDES has therefore only mentioned in its refpadhe most noteworthy cases of which
they had been informed, which does not mean tlegr @roups do not exist or do not run the
risk of drifting into cultic excesses. Finally, sergroups may not yet have been identified.
The interministerial mission even regularly remirétaite services that they have a duty of
added surveillance with regard to these very Velatioups.

Without even pretending to be exhaustive, we caeniieeless note down and mention a cer-
tain number of worrying situations:

In France, as elsewhere, the commonplace nature thfe apocalyptic messages, mainly of
the New Age type, are essentially posted on the @mhet.
The internet factor now plays a very important role

- Either by apocalyptic doctrines being made commonplce and which by their

very nature of causing anxiety may encourage the esrgence of new forms of as-
cendancy over other people

- Or in the establishment mini-groups which directlyexpose their members to the
risk of drifting towards forms of cultism.

In the first case, these are not, properly speakstgblished groups but rather individuals
who use blogs to set up discussion forums, so@abarks and internet sites: Thus, theories
may soon facilitate dominance over persons whowaak and vulnerable. This opens the
door to all sorts of divergence, at best of a conesraknature, at worst inciting people to un-

dertake actions which are physically dangerougHersurfers. Their membership is impossi-
ble to fathom as what’s on offer on the Net is alaum and varied. To have a vague idea of
this, just type in “2012 end of the world”.

In the second case, real groups can only be créaaedts to the hold a charismatic leader has
over individuals over the Net. Even if no physieakounter occurs, the risks of drifting to-
wards sectarianism do exist.

MIVILUDES thus had to deal, in February 2011, witte case of a group of people who
found themselves under the influence of an indizidariginally from Quebec calling himself
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“Flot” only thanks to regular exchanges on varisasial networks. Calling his followers “di-
vine children” or “brothers and sisters of lightie regularly sent them computer messages
inviting each one of them to live “a divine relatghip” with him and then to begin “an ascent
so as to be born in a vessel of light and leave Wuorld for a new universe”. To do this,
“mental preparation” was necessary so that eachnoghkt “raise his vibration rate and live
the final ascent”. Some people who had regular axges with “Flot” and who, according to
him, were practically “ready for take-off’, had evgone to the point of making their final
arrangements (notary public, funeral parlours).edday the imminence of taking action, the
matter was reported to the Investigation servicegrder to contact those people who might
be in danger. A preliminary investigation for atf@ing to cause suicide had even been initi-
ated by the local public prosecutor's departmentVIMUDES also established a link with
the Canadian authorities, so as to enable therottasaregards their own nationals and to pre-
vent the “surfer guru” from causing harm. His wedppavas shut down, but no judicial follow
up could be carried out, for lack of suitable légisn in Canada and in the absence of com-
plaints from the victims in France.

The New Age End of the World inspiration goes balytre mere internet context and is to be
foundin many conferences, seminars, books and magazinésit alsoin meditation, yoga
and holistic relaxation clubs Hundreds of these are organised every month.

Besides the New Age inspiration messages, therstaiements of religious inspiration within
prayer groups where the person responsible may a&s “real guru”. But the religious
messianic message as it is often called, can &dally used as a tool and exploited to gain
ascendancy over the followers, with the risk ofnthimking action which might be seriously
prejudicial for their health and safety.

The operation of the group called Minh Vacma igllstration of this. Created in the early
years 2000 by Alain Schmitt, nicknamed the “GurAtfrange”, this group brought together
in Moselle various people ill at ease with society,well as a few on the fringes, to whom
Alain Schmitt provided teaching intended to giverth personal development. The commu-
nity, which grouped some 10 members, lived in &dording to very strict patterns, combin-
ing a vegetarian diet, intense practice of magréd and punishment given if rules were dis-
obeyed. His teaching, which was given not only imitthe group, but also in the course of
many conferences in France and abroad, in parti@dkyium, drew inspiration not only from
New Age concepts, but also from Manichaeism, maatits, imaginative scenes in cinema-
tography, and of clearly millenarian theories; grobthis is to be found in some of his say-
ings: “I'm not Jesus, but almost,” “our Planet wslbon destroy itself, but unfortunately no
one has the power to react,” “all is moving towadéstruction and to what is known as the
Apocalypse” Alain Schmitt was sentenced, after app@lowing a first ruling, to one full
year in prison, handed down by the Court of Appe#diietz in September 2010, for acts of
violence in meetings, extortion of funds and settaéen.

Faced by what has been observed, what can one do?

Our first mission is to make the public at largeaasvof the dangers these apocalyptic mes-
sages represent. It is by far not the easiests@btaas one must find the right balance between
the need for preventive action and the concerntabecome paranoid or to see all as catas-
trophe, and thus to add to the ambient climatenafedy. One must warn without produc-

ing fear, inform without frightening, mobilise with out going too far, but also without
minimising risks: such is the delicate role of MIVLUDES, who do not wish to behave

as many Cassandras.
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One must also be careful, when speaking about ptiewe not to criticise the beliefs and feel-
ings of people, and to respect their opinion amir ttonscience. As Elizabeth Campos rightly
says in “Sects and Millenarianism”, let us not ferghat one must not see in all trends of
apocalyptic thought, the germs of self-destructiomillions of believers throughout the
world embrace a milleniarist doctrine without tpisinging them unavoidably into violence
or despondency.

Nevertheless, if the end of the world is a mytle, dlangers, on the other hand, are all too real!

Therefore, in addition to making the public awawlVILUDES has decided talert the
public authorities responsible for protecting the mblic and their property.

Our organisation has also suggested- and obtalreeddtiting up of an internet watch by the
specialised State services, of all the variousaso@tworks and internet sites where this kind
of apocalyptic message are exchanged. We alsaldalierigilance with regard tthe revival

of old known apocalyptic movements, and for increasd surveillance of budding micro-
groups.

We also obtained the mobilising of State servitgsincreasing the number of sessions for
the training of officers dealing with this topic{formation services and detectives) and by
moving to the more emblematic locations, to orgawigordination meetings with district au-
thorities. Indeed we shall return next month toAluele and Eastern Pyrenees to check that all
the necessary measures were in place. In the Aodmstance, what one can expect around
Bugarach, are significant population movements Wwkidl require measures to ensure public
order and the protection of people. The configarabf this area (steep paths, tiny villages,
reduced infrastructure) does not lend itself totingscrowds, and it is very difficult today to
estimate their exact number.

Throughout the national territory, we've called the same vigilance regarding apocalyptic
messages. We will therefore organise a second ic@tich meeting in October, with the
State services involved. | also mentioned this endtt the Cabinet of the Ministry of the Inte-
rior which is about to send out its annual circuédter, clarifying its policy for combatting
cultic excesses; in this letter, the Cabinet willlicate its precise policy regarding the risks
represented by announcements about the end ofahé. w

Any spectacular action, on the*2ecember cannot of course, be excluded, but wedeear
also are episodes of feeling depleted by the falswdisappointed for having been deceived
and abused, after the announced event had notredciobilising rescue teams and urgent
psychiatric aid must also be provided for.

“Ladies and Gentlemen”

The approaching of an end of the world announcé&®i? may be the occasion for upheavals
and reverting to harmful acts affecting people #m&l social order. No one, of course, can
claim that such events will occur. Of course; ne arould wish this to happen.

If ,thanks to its role of alerting public authoes, and of coordinating their preventive action,
MIVILUDES was able to help prevent the occurren€eswch far-reaching actions, it would

have fully accomplished its mission. If luckily ewent of this nature did occur, our organisa-
tion would have done its duty by providing informoat The worse thing to happen would be
a serious attack against people happening, wittheuState services having been previously



made aware of the possibility of these events takiace, thus enabling them, thanks to their
prior knowledge, to take appropriate steps andrbne alert.

This is an area where the absence of certainiggallith the absence of a zero risk.

Before concluding, may | express a wish, 69 dayerbethe final deadline! It is that other
countries, along with France and Belgium, may tsdk&ously the risks stemming from apoca-
lyptic messages, and adopt the necessary prevesmigeprotective measures. When cultic
groups, operating on internet time, no longer ent&ubarriers in their exchange of mes-
sages, and possibly in their ways of behaving,aameonly imagine what might happen...

Thank you for your attention

Georges Fenech (France)Chairman of Miviludes until March 2012, has calgfistudied
the many announcements of the Apocalypse. The BabaPeak is known worldwide, in a
region which predisposes one to esotericism (auter history, legends, the Cathars, the
treasure of Rennes-le-Chateau); it is considerea secred mountain, because of its geologi-
cal peculiarities (inverted geological strata). Tithea of making it a refuge when the end of
the world comes was launched by a peace march Bogarach to Paris. The interpretation
of the Maya texts does not convince the Maya sch@l@ho research the Mayan civilisation),
who point out that the Mayan calendar describegcée®f death and birth, but not at all an
end of time. But everyone can believe in it.

Daniéle Muller (Switzerland), delegate of FECRIS at international organisati@mpha-
sizes that the OSCE, Organization for Security @odperation in Europe, the Miviludes and
the FECRIS are attacked by cults who wish their apl®arance.
FECRIS is an INGO with participatory status witle t&ouncil of Europe and consultative
status with the ECOSOC, UN. It contributes to thepparation of the work of parliamentari-
ans, working to get things done at internationailfeeences. The French deputy Rudy Salles
was appointed rapporteur for the Commission of inygon "Protection of Minors against the
influence of cults" Powerful cults already weiglst@ommission.

Maitre Olivier Morice (France), barrister to the bar of Paris, recorded the Solegy trial
over 10 years after complaints were lodged in 1®88recalls the severe judgement, which
was not however final, as the Organisation appetdtie Court of Cassation. For the first
time legal entities had been sentenced on appefkiad perpetrated “as an organised band”.
Evidence was submitted showing that natural perbanisacted according to the doctrine of
the Founder, Ron Hubbard. This ruling remains hishb because, by agreeing that members
were victims thereof, it dealt a blow to the vegalt of the organisation, its doctrine.

NO ONE IS A PROPHET IN HIS OWN COUNTRY, EVEN IF IT IS A SMALL ONE

Sandrine MATHEN- M.A. in psychology, analyst at C&N

This is the story of a new era which is to come.ewhAt the beginning, no one knows. It is
the story of the end of a cycle which must be dkMWhen? In December 2012, in a little
over two months. It is the story of a prophet whishes to announce it. Where? From Bel-
gium, North of France.



THE PROPHET

Patrick Geryl, aged 56, lives in the region of Aatp, in Northern Belgium. A laboratory
assistant, it seems he had worked for a Frenotoailpany until 2006. Initially an occasional
author of books on eating vegetables and fruitnf®87°, he writes books where he ex-
plains “What will happen to us”.

In April 2009, Patrick launches the New Global Trus non-profit association as a frame-
work for their survivalist activities and in order start up a new civilization after the catas-
trophe. In a very few years, Patrick became evesgnt on the prophetic market for'le-
cember. Anyone launching into a research on the topl come across his name sooner or
later.

Patrick introduces himself as a forerunner. A rapl# self-taught scientist, a brilliant discov-
erer, he will say: “I am Patrick Geryl from Belgiur@ver 30 years ago, | wrote a book on
space-time. | made several prophecies about theens@. And | discovered several errors in
the relativity theory, | spoke about this on BelgiadV in 1990, and | predicted a universe
which was speeding up. This was confirmed in 1928,no one was aware of what | had
discovered, because | had published this in Dutch.”

These theories have no scientific basis, which dm¢prevent some people from believing
them! His assertions are labelled as wild imagoraby researchers. Geryl replies during the
last RTBF'° broadcast on the topic by offering 10,000 Eurositgone of them who can
prove what he suggests. So far as we know, no asegét proved this, but are there any can-
didates who are ready to put themselves to the test

The 2012 phenomenon has become such a big issuNAISA, the U.S. Space Agency, has
set up a dedicated website. The latter commertaltit on all sorts of rumors and other fears
expressed by surfers, and success is always as#uised matter of faith against science, the
vain clash between two parallel worlds.

THREE KEY-MOMENTS, A MISSION

In Patrick’s life, three important moments can maiexplain how he came to circulate the
idea of a catastrophe in 2012.

- First of all, a nightmare: Patrick Geryl has a dnelae considers a premonition: “In
2012- he writes- the dream | had in 1976 will beecanreality, and we will observe
these enormous solar eruptions. And this will mitud beginning of the end of our
civilisation”. This dream will deeply distress hirit. is a whole system of beliefs
which came into being which will influence him lasfly, profoundly, entirely.

- Then, second episode: a book; until he read “Thgavd@rophecies” by Maurice Cot-
terell, Patrick had intended to benefit fully frdms retirement. He says “For years |
had followed a diet of fruit and vegetables, whstiould have carried me to the age of
120. | had invested in several pension funds 40 as wealthy when | retired. But ac-
cording to the book “The Mayan Prophecies” the lavill be destroyed on 21-22

® SKEPP, Het geval Geryl, 8/09/2010
9 French language Belgian Radio-TV



December 2012. My dream was shattered, because the books cimutudid seem
correct (.....) and | would only be getting my retirent money in 2015, i.e. three
years after the destruction!” At that point he B$es footing. The ground disappears
under his feet, everything collapses. The readfrigebook obviously reminds him of
his initial beliefs. It is a major upheaval andriR&t re-focuses his life options.

- Finally, thanks to the Internet, Patrick Geryl eg&s his audience and emerges from a
sort of confinement. But also from a certain dagsdle tells us: “In 1999, | was very
pessimistic. | saw no way of making public, to therld at large, what | knew. But
thanks to the Internet, | was able to set up a itelo$ my own, and today everyone
can see all I have discovered, and in particulalr we want to give humanity a chance
to make a new start. And that did indeed changeythiag. This made me more op-
timistic. | started from a very gloomy point of wewhich showed no way out, and
reached the idea that a small group would be aldenvive the disaster.”

The Internet is a limitless means of spreadingafat wide. Or nearly. The Internet prom-
ises broadcasting everywhere, catching everyone.liternet can also be used to flatter
one’s ego. Since the advent of television, the Enlags acquired such importance that it
can give someone an identity. So for some, it s$&leal to be seen, even if later you hide
away.... in a bunker.

In the meantime, Patrick will use the internet.
o www.newglobaltrust.orgthe Internet website of the organisation New @lob

Trust, which just about nearly gives you a forniiltan to become a member.

0 MYSPACE- www.myspace.com/howtosurvive2Q1@reviously, you could read
the following on this site. “Patrick Geryl is aaile on radio and television”. This
site also offers the purchase of Geryl’s books @oanotes some of his videos.

o www.howtosurvive2012.com a site describing the reasoning he followed Wwhic
led him to define 21 December 2012 as the fina.dAtit not only: videos, predic-
tions, presentation of his books, news of the sahgroup, etc.

o YOUTUBE- Rorypeb’s channel (Patrick Geryl): solaugtions, earthquakes,
messages of warning, theoretical bases (Mayas,tEgyp

o FACEBOOK shows the flourishing of pages dealinghwiatrick Geryl, the per-
son: he has his own account in order to keep Inis iiaformed of the latest news.
He no longer allows anyone to offer to become enftibecause, he says ,he does
not manage to reply to all the messages.

o http://blog2012pro.com/a blog belonging to Gérard Le Flamand (The Flamis
Gerard) but which is likely to be that of Patricler@ himself, in reality: “The
messages sent by Patrick Geryl and those sent Byaré&Le Flamand (...) all
originate from the same computer in the same cgumtris means that there must
be a link between their two identities, betweers¢hevo names; in any case, it
seems very likely that the same person managesobttlem.”*?

M« According to Mayan chronology, the present agartstd on 12 August 3114BC and is to end on AD 22 De
cember 2012. At that time, the earth as we knasvagain to be destroyed by catastrophic earthqagKe&he
Mayan Prophecies. Unlocking the secrets of a liedtsation”. Published by Element Books, Inc. if95 in the
United States).

12 OLIVIER BOGAERT, in REGIS DE RATH, Who are the gjofithe Apocalypse? RTBF, 21/12/2
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The internet, a nightmare, and a book further on, Ratrick Geryl feels he has been given a
mission: that of warning the world population. As $ays: “If the world is not informed, hu-
manity will once again be reduced for thousandgeairs to a primitive state. Therefore, this
was my mission: to sound the alarm! | immediatedégided to write a book. Whatever it
takes, | will try to help humanity to continue tais.”

HIS THEORIES

Starting with his discovery of Cotterell's bookethgoing through various works and articles,
Patrick Geryl’s bag of knowledge is filling up. Hrgerpretations are far from lacking, as well
as his sources. And according to him, he even nemntgpoint to some errors in Einstein’s
theory of relativity. That's how he presents hinisat a very brilliant discoverer and a man
of genius, a kind of self-taught scientist. Among $ources, we find works on the Mayas, the
Egyptians and the Atlantis myth. According to hifme inhabitants of Atlantis are the prede-
cessors of the Maya and Egyptian populations,avény least. Everything is therefore to be
looked for in Atlantis. Because the people of Atimiknew how to calculate when the major
upheavals would occur. And, de facto, the Mayasthadgyptians too.

The sources of inspiration are varied, the resuitssoidably colourful.

More essentially, Geryl thinks the Sun will havelsiig eruptions that this will have a direct

impact on the earth’s magnetic field, causing redtoatastrophe and the end of our civilisa-
tion. A nightmare. A mega short-circuit with mortdfects, a sky literally ablaze, earthquakes
and eruptions, submerged plateaux, etc. Only thdsewill have settled on high mountains

will manage to survive. At least for the moment.

Those who won’t have joined a survival group, liket of Patrick Geryl, will not be properly
armed to survive the catastrophe. No access ttesfieDeath will be their only means of es-
fgape, he thinks. Within six months, 90% of Amergand Europeans will have died, he says

Video: Be sure to have with you your medication, he sAysl when you see the sun
shining like never before, take this pill- (The fjpalist asks): But what kind of pill?- (Patrick
Geryl): Well, a pill to commit suicide or to falskep; if not, you will live through an agony
for hours before collapsing, rather than to simially asleep and forget everything. “Those
who choose not to be members of a survival grouprwthe day breaks, will pay their choice
with their lives. They will understand, but all ttade, all the consequences of their decision.”

After the cataclysm, Geryl plans to develop a @gsiealyptic agrarian society. He explains:
“My only purpose is to start up a new society basadecological principles.” “We need
young women to form the basis for a new civilisatid’, he says.

Geryl joins the category of the survivalists.

* Survivalism is a movement of individuals or growalso actively prepare for situa-
tions of emergency such as a natural catastropmeaclaar attack, the unavailability of
essential resources, a pandemic, an apocalyptit ete Stocking up food and hard-
ware, physical exercises are all on the agenda.

13NINA REHFELD, Nach der Apokalypse ins Luxushot®9/2012, in Frankfurt,Germany
14 JEAN-CLAUDE VANTROYEN, The Belgian prophet of timeagyeddon, 7/01/2012, in Le Soir
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Therefore after the cataclysm, life on Earth wadl\ever be very difficult, as Patrick explains:
“there will be no electricity and all electroniciegment will be destroyed. Only a few will be
determined enough to face up to this new Eartwillttake hundreds of years before life on
Earth becomes fairly comfortable once again. Youehao idea of the difficulties you are to
expect. No food, no drinking water, famine and sesds will be at the rendezvous.”

NEW GLOBAL TRUST

The non-profit Global Trust association was essdgld in April 2009, three years ago. The
chairman is Patrick Geryl. Its members, ten for th@ment, are Belgian or Dutch. To the

Press, Patrick Geryl will declare: “the hard cooenprises 16 persons for the moment, but we
have drawn up waiting lists of hundreds of people.”

The dedicated website of this association annoutteedollowing goals: “The association
was set up to provide a framework for the actigité the survival group, which are about to
accomplish the following two objectives: 1. Sunlivactivities (location, infrastructure
equipment and supplies); 2, reconstruction of a oewlization”. The objective reported in
the “Moniteur”, Belgium'’s official newspaper, congpeés what he said: projects with agricul-
tural, economic and educational themes (...) and Idpueent of an interactive social net-
work, locally and worldwide; by means of this netiydhe projects can support each other.

To increase their chances of survival, the group lbeated some of the safest places where
they can build bunkers and shelters: “we look aes# places in the high mountains where to
build bunkers, they tell us; there we will plackalr present knowledge, which we will safe-
guard for our descendants.” The group also detlatthey are looking for sponsors; they
want to organise meetings around Patrick, meetihgusgents, explore land, establish con-
tacts with architects, carry out research on fdocage, etc.

A bunker is something expensive. To build suchtengl 10 million euros are required, says
Patrick Geryl (....) . Finding money is thus one loé organisation’s priorities; the member-

ship fee can reach up to 500€ per year, it satfsarstatutes of the organisation. But that’s not
where he expects to collect the most money. Indeattick did not hesitate to take to court
the director of the film “2012”, which was mostlyspired by one of Geryl’s books; Patrick

expects to receive substantial damages from treetdir Roland Emmerich and from Sony

Pictures. “If we were to cash in 5 millions, he ldees, we would be half-way there.”

But more than money is given to the organisation.

Video: some members of the survival group put all theneyothey have into the project, if
need be even sacrificing their families.

Questions from a journalist to a new member ofi€lateryl’s survival group:

Journalist: (...) the income from the sale of this$®in Brazil....

Member: it will help us

J: will it be used to fund Patrick Geryl’s survivgrbup?

M: of course, that’'s what we really need, we nee@stments.

J: you are going to donate 30,000 euros to PaBmlyl’s survival group?

M: yes, that is correct

J: What if your husband does not wish to come wiath?

M: That is a choice for each of us; | think it is andividual choice. If | want to go there, and
he does not want to, | respect his decision; asd,ghis is a choice each one of us must make
for himself.
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J: Are you ready to leave him in order to survive?
M: Well, then, if he doesn’t come with me, the arswyes”

The project replaces all that occupied the persemipusly: assets, money, the married cou-
ple, family, etc. The investment is total and radlic

The activities of the New Global Trust gave risehie establishment of the other organisa-
tions: the Mataha Foundation in Belgium, and GrdeoSupervivencia Espana 2012 (GSE
2012)

» The founder of the Mataha Foundation was a memiogreoNew Global Trust before
setting up his own organisation. It is present yoamSpain, in the Sierra Nevada,
where it says that it purchased some farms, tmheearted into shelters.

» As for GSE 2012, this was founded by a former \aatyve member of the Forum and
of Patrick Geryl's survival group. GSE 2012 is aBigh survival group which brings
together peaple and families who are worried abfmaitvay things are today (Climate
Change crisis, nuclear risk, natural catastropéies) It attempts to have safe shelters
built and to prepare the ones and the others tacowee various kinds of catastrophes.

AND AFTER?

And if nothing were to happen? Geryl continuesnisist that the catastrophe is unavoidable:
“I can’t envisage the possibility that nothing withppen;” “the world is sinking, perhaps even
earlier than expected: on D&cember”.

Patrick Geryl interprets documents, glyphs, cotaiehs, and so on, and notes that all this
supports his beliefs. By acting in this way, one@fien trying to continuously reinforce ones
convictions, even those created by a dream. Totignethe basic theoretical pillar of one's
beliefs is psychologically costly, which is why ig better to squeeze everything into the
mould. Even if this means disregarding the scienticts which follow a different direction
and underlining the limits of science. To show tloise will adopt a style, scientific attitudes,
which will gain the trust of those listening to whs being said, while in fact the speaker is
proposing a single idea, a closed system of belfédy predictions are so spectacular that
they cannot be wrong” says Patrick.

And what if nothing happens, after all? A cognitmésmatch occurs. Facts prove the beliefs
to be wrong, and people are thrown into a statdissfomfort and perplexity. To this uneasi-
ness, one can react by finding ways of explainhregfailure of the prophecy; one begins to
see things differently and to put things togetlgaia, so as to make things compatible once
more, making them coherent once again, thus restarstate of mental comfort.

* Thus, one group will explain that it saved the ERahanks to its prayers and actions,
for instance, while the catastrophe, accordindgpémort, was unavoidable.

* Another group will suggest there were errors initiigal calculations, to justify the
“failure of the prophecy”, hence putting forwardotimer suggested date for the end of
the world. This is a plausible assumption in Gerglase, whose books and other me-
dia are full of calculations.

» A third solution would be to prove that it had haped, that it is happening under our
very eyes. It is sufficient just to list all thetastrophes having occurred or under way
to prove that climate, electro-magnetic and otlmanges are, in truth, at work.
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This discord, if it is not resolved, gives riser&volt in the group (internal conflicts), and the
departure of members who are disappointed andbfetehyed, misunderstood. Those who
will end up by remaining will generally feel strehgned in their beliefs. This strengthening
is due to the fact that they have tackled theicatid, have worked on it, so as to return to a
convergent whole, the building blocks of which anlanced.

“IS IT THE END OF THE BEGINNING OR THE BEGINNING OF THE END”
Recent developments, initial doubts

- September 2011- New Global Trust is closed down imdssets are transferred to
Mataha Foundation;

- January 2012 - Geryl seems depressed. In his diag/reads, “The eye is sad. Jour-
nalists are no longer liked. He felt tricked by mlsh radio-TV, a few months ago,
and by the (excellent) investigation by Regis DéhRar RTBF (...) To explain, chat,
talk of survival are things he no longer wants ¢o Alll he will accept is to explain his
theories once again (...) The problem is, he saybwaste in my book, this question:
can humanity survive after a worldwide nucleardua8i | don’t think so. It is therefore
pointless to speak of survival, if no one knows thiee survival is possible. And if
they don’t shut down the reactors before Decembenyill not survive (...) My script
is that no one will survive (...) Is this the outlotkat makes the face of this unem-
ployed person appear so sad? It would rather appdsr because he feels he is a mis-
understood scientist, writes this journalist.

- September 2012: Geryl cancels his trip to Afrigaai or any other destination. Nev-
ertheless, in February 2010, he announced on Franbat no one could survive in
Belgium (among other countries) and last Septerhbesaid that those who would be
up in the high mountains of South Africa will besed. Because they will be protected
from tsunamis and explosions of nuclear power planhich are absent from the Af-
rican landscape; Geryl stays at home. For himthalis now meaningless: “I am dia-
betic; I'm too weak to undertake such a trip, omdalthy people, aged between 15 and
30, have some chance of saving themselves.”

In the meantime, he continues his calculationshétd discovered, he explained, that accord-
ing to the alignment of the planets, the earth rgasting, vibrating. So Patrick tries to predict
earthquakes, on the basis of this alignment. Andaf doesn’'t happen? He says that he can’t
avoid the possibility of being mistaken, that hystem is not yet up to scratch.
But so... would it be possible that he had also madew mistakes in his predictions of a
cataclysm? Could it be that “21 December” will motur? Today, Geryl sticks firmly to the
fact that a cataclysm will occur. He is faithfulh@s convictions, despite everything. But the
day after the 22, when we will see that the world is not more datgshic than yesterday;
will he use the excuse of a calculation error? HaW he get out of the dead end? Will he
choose the final way out, the one which would avith living through his nightmare all
over again? What's your prediction?
Thank you
Sandrine Mathen
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The ,prophet”

No one is a prophet in his own country,
even ifit is a small one!
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APOCALYPTIC CULTS

Irene®®

| stand here before you today to give my testimasya former follower of an apocalyptic
cult. I remained under its dominance for thirty ngedrom the age of 20 till | was 50.

An apocalyptic cult necessarily has a mystical apphh. The guru presents himself as a spiri-
tual master: He has a doctrine, and he teacheshgiuhe great religious and philosophical
traditions all refer to a golden age which was msthe fault of mankind, and that one day an
apocalypse will occur, and a new era. The gurumdaio have been chosen by divine forces:
he hears voices which guide him, and which revelddm that his mission was to work for
the salvation of humanity.

When he meets you, he claims that this meetingneas matter of chance, and that you are
one of the chosen few who will assist him in hission. We will be protected when the
apocalypse occurs, and we will assist in buildimga era ruled by universal divine laws.

He justifies this by claiming that the world is tive road to ruin, and that it is Evil that rules
the Earth.

The concept of Purity is very important: thanksontinuous efforts to purify oneself one will
be protected from Evil by divine forces. He is @uide, because he has reached a stage or
purity which enables him to receive divine messages

Once he has convinced you that you are an esspatial in combating Evil, you feel it im-
possible to fail in your mission. Despite all tlgeiru inflicts on you while claiming to purify
you, you resist and remain. We all have our weaksspand it is sufficient for us to be af-
fected by metaphysical doubts and to feel unhapply ke, for us to be influenced by his
arguments.

The game consists in getting ready for the advktiteoapocalypse:

One must find a place where to seek refuge as asdroubles and cataclysms will indicate
that the apocalypse is imminent. We must finaneeptlivchase of an estate with buildings to
house us in a sufficiently isolated location, avileyn major trunk roads and close to posi-
tively charged places such as Commanderies of éngplars or Cathar castles.

We must stock up food and equipment, for instaeetgc generators, fuel and all sorts of
weapons to defend ourselves from armed bands whbtraitack us; because there will be
general chaos, and there will no longer be anytinigtn to maintain order.

The guru therefore holds the Truth and has all pswe

He makes us live in a state of continuous siege.

For thirty years, | had a knapsack ready filledwdasic necessities, in case we would have to
leave hastily for our fallback base.

You are constantly made to feel guilty. He pretetcdknow everything and you are not al-
lowed to contradict him.

If you dare to voice any doubt, he accuses yowwirtg evil thoughts which spoil the group’s
egregore (spiritual energy) and hamper the suadfate mission.

5 pseudonym
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He divides to reign: each group member has thegatdtin to inform against any follower
who says or does something unlawful.

There is the group and the outside world

The outside world is perceived as threatening amulire.

Some followers are naturally obliged to work sot@agprovide for the needs of the group.
They are thus viewed with mistrust, because theghtrpollute the others.

He asks us about our activities and meetings caitbiel group.

Even our emotional life is controlled.

We carried out excavations in the region of RerlegShateau, opposite Bugarach, for 18
years, permanently camped there.

The purpose was to search for the Treasure of isigdths'®, which comprise the attributes
of Solomon’s Temple, mainly the Ark of the Covenant

According to the guru, the Ark of the Covenantfigaramount interest as it derives from an
extraterrestrial technology.

There is supposed to be an underground extrateatdsase and time door which enable one
to undertake interstellar journeys.

Humans are considered to be under the dominane@datory extraterrestrial people.

We would be under control and the Ark of the Covenaould be a weapon to fight against
them.

Hence the importance of this place.

Excavations were stopped in 1998, the guru stabiagthe location had to be abandoned for
some time. He continued to exert his power on auskapt us on the alert for the apocalypse,
promising us that the excavations would be resumed.

| soon started to be seriously in doubt, and | awaly accepted the idea that | had been de-
ceived and exploited like a slave during all thgsars.

In 2003, | left the cultist group, managing to cmee three other followers to come with me.
When you emerge from such a trial, you find youraela loss and with the impression that
your life is absolutely meaningless.

You have to reconstruct yourself and learn to knwawo you are, since for many years you
had been thoroughly brainwashed.

You get the impression of an enormous parenthesisur life, of having been plunged into a
phantasmagorical universe, and of now being redtimreeality.

You need a lot of time and work on yourself so@snanage to forgive yourself for having
been so gullible.

Today, | have washed all that away; I've starteidyng life once again and have moved on.
| hope that my testimony may shed some light ontuwtlraeans to be under the dominance of
a cult.

“The House of Prayer”: an Irish apocalyptic Marian group at the edge of Europe
Mike Garde, Director of Dialogue Ireland
Introduction:
We are here in Perpignan focussing on the issudpafcalypticism as we reflect on

developments at the tiny French village of Bugaracthe Pyrenees Mountains. Here at Pic
de Bugarach we came close to those waiting foretiteof the world — as supposedly (but

18 hitp://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Reino_de_lassigodos-en.svg
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not really) predicted by the ancient Mayan calendlae group has gathered there waiting for
the day, believing they will be taken aboard a skap hidden inside the mountain.

There are different varieties of Apocalypticism ee@ing on the theological or ideological
construct of the group. | want to discuss Mariaroégdypticism, but before doing so we need
to look at what Apocalypticism is?

Background:

Apocalypticism is the belief that there will be apocalypse, a term which originally referred
to a revelation of God’s will, but now usually refeo belief that the world will come to an
end time very soon, even within one’s own lifetiniis belief is usually accompanied by the
idea that civilization, as we know it, will soonme to a tumultuous end with some sort of
catastrophic global event such as war. Apocalygticis often conjoined with esoteric
knowledge that will likely be revealed in a majanérontation between good and evil forces,
destined to change the course of history. Thisegsoknowledge is often mediated by a
charismatic figure that uses this charisma to egerandue influence over others. Charisma
linked to Esotericism is a powerful cocktail whighdifficult to penetrate. An apocalypse
(Ancient Greek:amoxdAvyic apocalypsis, fromimo and kolvmto meaning ‘un-covering’),
translated literally from Greek refers to a revelatof something hidden. Today, it is
commonly used in reference to any prophetic reilair so-called End Time scenario, or to
the end of the world in general.

Relating this general concept then to “The Hous®rafyer,” we note that according to the
doctrine of the Catholic Church, the era of pulbbégelation ended with the death of the last
living Apostle. A Marian apparition, if deemed gemei by Church authority, is treated as a
‘private revelation’ that may emphasize some facet of the received@uiblelation for a
specific purpose, but it can never add anything tewhe deposit of faith. The Church will
confirm an apparition as worthy of belief, but @atholic believer is not required to believe
in these revelations.

So this privaterevelation is generally only a problem in Catholicism as otive door is
opened people like Christina come rushing in and the space for their cultist agenda. The
Catholic theological position makes it a sittingkdor all manner of fraud to develop. Added
to this is the proliferation of Marian Sites likatina, Lourdes and Knock here in Ireland
which specialise in thesprivate revelations.” Now these have received official recognition,
but often commercial and business interests driesd new sites and the pressure for
recognition increases. One thinks of Medjugorjealithihas mushroomed into a commercial
hub. Here the bishops have opposed developmerttsndst of the visionaries are not even
resident in the area and this raises the issue lagw the visions can be evaluated when they
continue to be geographically spread. One of thelitions for evaluation is that they have
ended! Certainly Achill is totally dependent on tHeP for its financial survival. No one in
the area will as a result speak out.

Irish Catholics are not completely clear aboutrtiie of Mary in salvation as often she seems
to be added as a fourth member of the Trinity ancegarded as a co-mediator with Christ.
Normally in Catholicism God is the only object obmship, but people commonly talk about
praying to Mary or a saint, rather than having aotien to them. A kind of Ancestor
devotion is common as part of Folk Religion wheeeme talk to dead relatives and in some
cases pray to them. Mary appeals to those who Jesus as a distant unapproachable Judge
and Mary as the gentle mother who intercedes wéh don. Christina twists this gentle
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mediatrix of grace into a judgemental enforcer raotuperior who can be placated only by
being under Christina and her side kick McGinniixtra Ecclesiam nulla salus/ “outside the
church there is no salvation,” in this contextnterpreted as if you are not in Christina’s ark
called HoP you are going to drown.

Origins of House of Prayer

The rugged landscape of Ireland’s largest offsh&leend Achill is spectacular, and it is here
where The House of Prayer is to be found. Gallagimeher own words, was an “ordinary

housewife” until the mid-1980s, when she says steanvision of Our Lord. Since then, she
claims to have regularly been receiving messagas fneaven, the tone of which have
become extremely threatening. She has also alkesehl with Fr Gerard McGinnity, a priest

who is highly controversial in his own right. Usimipnations from her increasingly large
following, she built the ‘House of Prayer’ on Adhgland, followed by an empire of houses
in the US and Mexico. The Achill Island propertyshaecome the site of regular, devoted
pilgrimages.

Gallagher, who has no formal source of incomeiviad in a €4m mansion near Dublin with
four houses in Co Mayo in the West of Ireland.

Compare and contrast:

http://dialogueireland.wordpress.com/2011/08/054/draw-you-a-picture-of-the-house-of-
prayer/

The most recent was exposed in June. None of #ksstinto account the charity she
established in the United States, called the ‘Guafnity of Our Lady Queen of Peace’,
which has assets worth over $800,000. The chanibjch was set up after the House of
Prayer in Ireland lost its charity status here, svennumber of houses across the United
States. Over the last year there is also seri@sension over there and leaders have left her.
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Not Theology but influence:

The evidence of such wealth has come as a sickesimgcking surprise to Christina
Gallagher’s followers, some of whom have donategir tlife savings to the House of Prayer
because they were convinced the organisation wdgenmeed of cash. Also the publication
of the book by Jim Gallagher entitled, Immaculatx&ption in 2009 has totally transformed
the understanding of the situation. Before thatas viewed in a kind of theological fog of
argument and counter argument in regard to whetiese visions were authentic. Jim has
followed the money trail relentlessly and has sholat the use of Apocalypticism is merely
a way of controlling her members. The role of tabjournalism which is totally rejected by
Eileen Barker, Emeritus professor at the LSE i® leeservant of getting the truth out. Barker
confuses the tabloid medium as using shock andgexated stories to sell newspapers with
what is really happening namely following the ewitial trail and not getting lost in the fog of
‘New Religious Movements.” The relentless work bistjournalist has been a great asset to
Dialogue Ireland and we are both regarded as that @atans’ by Christina. Here vulnerable
Adults generally of an older generation are groonaed mentally disabled. They are told not
to read the newspapers or go near the TV. Norherg likely to go to the net where they can
find the information to free the mind of its infoation disability.

In other words placing the problem within a Catb@luthority context is a total waste of time.
We are not dealing with theological issues but orahabuse and a Marian scam. This story
illustrated this,

After the House of Prayer lost its charity statadreland, some followers were invited to a
secret meeting. “We all arrived on the bus, anthieytime we got there, we were already very
tired,” said the person, who noted that the majoot people present were elderly. “Fr
McGinnity started by saying a full rosary. Thendtarted reading these messages from Our
Lady and from Jesus. “The messages were very #miegl, saying that the House of Prayer
needed money and that if we were financially abléelp, then we had to do so, and if we
didn’t, we were facing eternal damnation in thetrld®. “A slip of paper was passed around
and €1m was pledged. Fr McGinnity said this wasmbugh and he sent around the paper
again until 2m had been pledged. At this particut@eting there were people openly talking
about their financial affairs. There were two oreth people who said they had money put
aside for their old age, but Fr McGinnity told theém give the money anyway, that they
would be looked after in the future. It was likesadypnosis at that meeting.”

The use of apocalyptic-type messages in pursuitasfations seems to have become a
trademark of the House of Prayer. On 18 July 2@l&jstina claimed to have received the
following message from Jesus:

“If the House of Prayer in Texas is not free of i@bthe ninth month of this year, it is to be
dissolved. The greater part of that state willdeelled and torn to shreds.”

The money was raised, the House was safe, andngatiaippened to the innocent people of
Texas. New scams like the Matrix medal, talk ofiding Nuclear bomb shelters, and having
a particular painting they supply as essentiavmichhell fire are all part of the stock in trade
of this Marian snake oil sales woman. She claimBawee prophesied that the Twin Towers
were going to be attacked. However, the FBI dohaoe a record of a call from her?

But while many people might dismiss such missivedalusional, and might even regard
them with amusement, the danger of the House ofePilges in its evident credibility to its
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followers . . . most of whom are elderly and deeggyout. They mistakenly believe this is a
more committed form of Catholicism and are detesdito bypass their home parishes.

With McGinnity standing at her side, Christina @Gglher has the back-up of someone whom
many devoted Catholics regard as one of Irelandigs$t priests. McGinnity gained hero
status amongst traditional Catholics in 2005 wheamerged that he had been effectively
banished by the Church 20 years previously for bigwhe whistle on the sexual proclivities
of Dr. Michael Ledwith, Vice President of St Paktic College, Maynooth, Ireland’s premier
Catholic Seminary. Many years later, Ledwith resdjrfrom the college following more
allegations of inappropriate contact with young mehe beleaguered McGinnity became a
martyr overnight. He was cast out and was sidelikdbecame a small fish in a big pond.
The HoP enabled him to get his revenge. He becalyig ish in a small pond. Unlike his
adversary Michael Ledwith who joined Ramtha a Nege &roup in Washington State.

http://dialogueireland.wordpress.com/2009/07/03dssaf-prayer-rte-prime-time-may-2008/

“He’s Christina’s full-back,” said one former foll@r. “He’s the reason | believed her. He's
the reason | gave money. | would have thought of & a very holy priest. He gives her all
the credibility she needs.”

McGinnity is Gallagher’s only real link to the affal Catholic Church, a fact that was
strongly emphasised in a statement released byofsicbp Michael Neary in 2008.

“People regard Fr McGinnity as a very saintly priee® when they see him, they think they’re
in safe hands,”

said one former follower. In that statement, Nesays that the House of Prayer has no church
approval, and he encourages all church membersonbésitate to enquire at the diocesan
office about...

“the standing of any work describing itself as @dith) should they be in doubt.”

Now this position was a good holding position 1&angeago, however we have a continuing
problem. The HoP claim to be Catholic and the Arsihdpp does nothing in fact by his silence
to challenge this position. This emboldens them #rey flout him and make him look
ineffectual. They are openly challenging him angirsgg we are True Catholics. The ball is
now firmly in his court and he should demand thatdihal Brady remove McGinnity from
his Diocese. Then he should proceed to full excomoation of Christina. This failure of
Church discipline encourages confusion and is adliraot endorsement of Christina
Gallagher. Fr McGinnity on the other hand is fronother Archdiocese, and the Cardinal is
delinquent in that he has not disciplined his priglso by his presence lends the Cardinal’s
blessing at the door. So now the feeling on theestis that McGinnity must have something
on him so nod, wink, even the Cardinal knows Cimésis genuine. Will this be like his
response to child abuse in the ‘70’'s? He claimsehsesues were not understood then. He
can’t claim that Elder Abuse is not understood!hdchas known and refused to act.

http://dialogueireland.wordpress.com/2011/07/314esaf-prayer-rte-prime-time-april-03-
2008-now-on-youtube/

It's not the first such statement that has beenemayg the Tuam Diocese, and yet the
denouncement of the House of Prayer has yet to daerby any higher ranking Catholic

22



representatives. Many former followers have questib why Fr McGinnity has been
permitted by his superior, Cardinal Sean Bradypublicly advocate an organisation that is
not supported by the church . . . an organisaimmieed, that clearly disseminates what can
only be interpreted as heretical messages.

In fact Cardinal Brady faced with pastoral issuel #éreat to the integrity of the Catholic
Church has promised much and delivered nothing. Hde just refused to intervene
consequently giving more oxygen to the HoP whichnisCatholic terms a heretical sect
totally at variance with Catholic teaching. In resyao Cultism it is a cultist mind bending
Marian scam.

Here is an example of a person who wrote to himthace are likely now hundreds of others
as well.

Dear Cardinal Brady,

| am writing as a concerned Catholic and a daugbiter very heavily abused woman as a
result of the Achill House of Prayer. My Mother laagattending the House of Prayer Achill 8
years ago, she attends every Saturday. She isyhighienced by Cristina Gallagher and Fr.
Gerard McGinnity. She has taken out large loansrder to fund this relationship with the
House of Prayer (HoP). Our family have tried tosmeawith her many times but she is
unwilling to listen and suspicious of all family méers. My mother was a wonderful woman,
she worked as a xxxxx for 45 years and won awapdshér xxxxx, professionalism and
devotion to xxxxxx and was a well respected memifethe community. She has been
transformed, now she believes she has a messagedaunl given to her through visions, she
believes she must establish a ‘House of Prayeé€,lsHieves if she makes eye contact with
anyone including family and friends for longer tharsecond the devil will jump into her
through her eyes, she fasts (no food) for six daygeek and has lost half her body weight
over 8 years, she is aged (Edit DI o@& She is highly under the influence of the Achill
House of Prayer mind control; she has tried to maike family believe copious ‘alleged’
messages from the Virgin Mary and God from Chrast{Ballagher which were based on
frightening apocalyptic conspiracies She has bought many artefacts from the H of P.sho
She attends mass up to six times a day and cadGfayosaries per day, she watches the
religious TV channel all night and she does noglelrhe difference between the Catholic
Church and the House of Prayer is not clear to rother and to the other H of P members
that | know. This Marian cult has literally poisahand destroyed the relationship with my
mother and her close and extended family membeexds and acquaintances.) She no
longer communicates with family and friends yetak extremely concerned for her health
and safety. Though she is the primary carer foamily member with a disability, she
recently in an effort to obtain more money took Ilifissavings from him which was hidden
under his bed...

DI comment:Under the undue influence of this Non Catholic* Maran Scam a woman
who is normally highly ethical has been reduced ta thief.

..He was extremely distressed and has left him litille security after she mortgaged our
home. It is truly a mental torture for our familglthough | have asked for advice from
religious specialists, general practitioners, pgtcists, mental health professionals and the
Gardai, our remit is limited until the larger orgzation of the House of Prayer is disbanded.
It is a clear that there is a lack of understandihthe abuse that is being perpetrated by the
Achill House of Prayer on vulnerable adults withire Irish population. Often those who
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become members of the H of P are lonely havingesedf severe tragedy and trauma in their
lives and they turned to this spiritual organisatfor help and guidance yet they are being
abused in the most grotesque way without their kadge. Although my mother appears to
be acting on her own free will she is not, sheersified by the threat of eternal damnation
predicted by Christina Gallagher if she does nadeby the sanctions imposed by her and Fr.
McGinnity.

| am writing to you as a member of your Church neist that you to take some action,
authority and leadership against Christina Gallagimel Fr. McGinnity and finally put a stop
to this wicked crime against my mother and the ridepeople of Ireland
(http://www.nhssb.n-

i.nhs.uk/publications/social_services/Safeguardifidnerable Adults.pdf

*(It does not in any way fulfil the conditions oéimg part of the Catholic Church)

In conclusion then we have found that Apocalypticis the trigger for overwhelming the
mind and disabling the radar so that the thougdtsbe controlled. The future depends on the
response of the Catholic Church. Will it act toiststhis process of continued mind control or
will it participate in the freeing of the mind wihidbooks and articles by people like Jim
Gallagher can affect. The role of our Trust is éthere for those and their families as they,
‘take up and read...... ’

http://dialogueireland.wordpress.com/category/henfgsrayer/
http://dialogueireland.wordpress.com/2011/09/2 ZiteBands-secret-cults/
http://dialogueireland.wordpress.com/2011/08/054draw-you-a-picture-of-the-house-of-

prayer/

We here are not looking at the group from a theokgperspective but rather from that of
influence. However the criteria brought forward én@ould form the basis for evaluating
whether this is a cultist entity or a genuine $pai movement.

http://dialogueireland.wordpress.com/2009/09/1fifgifthe-wheat-from-the-tares-20-signs-
of-trouble-in-a-nrms-peter-j-vere/
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The Emotional Apocalypse: A Quick View of MISA andits Apocalypse(s)
Roxana-Milina Chirila

An apocalypse is an emotional event. | am referneg not to the usual meaning of the word
apocalypse, the death of mankind, the destructiociwlization, the end of our world.
Instead, | am referring to the phenomenon that @cainen a sect makes the end of the world
a part of its doctrine: a very specific apocalyps@repared for and it becomes part of the
mentality and everyday life of a restricted, logabup of people. Benedict Anderson once
explained that most communities we are part ot@odarge for us to personally know every
other person involved in them (“Imagined Commusitje- thus we imagine communities,
feeling a kinship with others who live in the sategitory, speak the same language, have the
same beliefs — or even share the same apocalypse.

An apocalypse is a local solution for generalizeabfems and desires. It connects to the fear
of death, translated into larger scale death amstrut#ion that can paradoxically make the

individual feel more in control of his or her pemnsb destiny. An apocalypse is a judgment of

value that will decide once and for all who are viveuous and who are the sinful, who was

right in their belief and who was wrong. An apogqalg is a chance to fight against evil and to
prove oneself a savior, a worthy person or a hdro gan withstand any challenge.

While sect apocalypses are many and vary accotditige specifics of each sect's teachings,
the core of the various scenarios for the end efwbrld remains the same and it generally
forms a knot of emotions and meanings, of concaptsdesires and fears. It is my belief that
in order to begin defusing the concept of the alypsa it generally will not be enough to
bring proof against the pet apocalyptic theoryhef group — it is also necessary to understand
how that apocalypse came to be believed and whahjilications are for those members.

| will be addressing the issue as a former studénhe Romanian MISA yoga school — in
other words, as a former sect member of an origrtalvored group that believes it has al-
ready averted at least two large-scale disastetssaworking hard to delay or stop the 2012
Apocalypse. One averted disaster would have takarepn 1996, when an asteroid would
have hit the earth, and another one would have aemvastating earthquake that would have
destroyed a great part of Romania — MISA yogisdwelithat they have managed to avert both
disasters by meditating and praying against theow bhey are meditating, praying and invo-
king God's grace to avert or delay the 2012 appsaly

To better understand the concept of this particagercalypse and how it relates to the rest of
the sect beliefs, it is necessary to have somegoagkd of the MISA yoga school. It has been
established in 1990 under the name of the Movemmoer@piritual Integration into the Absolu-
te and it was one of the first sources of orieptalosophy and spiritual practices in the
country, all oriental disciplines having been bahdering the communist regime that lasted
until the end of 1989. Yoga classes are held ongeek - at the end of a year of study, those
who have attended enough classes automaticallygr@dnto a superior year (today the hig-
hest 'yoga year' is 23). Due to its good timing eodrse-like structure, it boasts a high num-
ber of intellectuals who attended or continue aliteg its classes. MISA also organizes yoga
camps, conferences, shows, courses on traditiodgdri medicine, astrology or spirituality-
related topics, as well as student groups that haveurpose the improvement of the master-
disciple relationship, or the personal improvemaiivomen. Eventually, students are led to
believe that they can find the answer to most guestand life situations within the sect, that
the leader Gregorian Bivolaru knows anything ofpalssible subjects and can suggest better
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alternatives than those found outside and thathamytin the world can either be incorporated
into the sect, or is based on false knowledge. Tdragually come to believe that they are
better than "normal people” and that going bacthé&world, back to normal interests or inte-
racting on a normal level would maybe affect ttspiritual level.

Despite the fact that MISA calls itself a yoga sahthe theoretical teachings are also drawn
from other traditions — the Hindu Shiva and Shaké worshiped along with Jesus and the
Virgin Mary. Other teachings are drawn from New Agiefs or conspiracy theories, such as
neo-Tantric sexual techniques, beliefs in benevaéans coming to the aid of humankind, a
belief in freemasonry taking over the world andrtgyto bring MISA to its knees. Bivolaru
and the higher-up circle of the sect (the big nams&uctors and VIPs) attempt to transform
these elements into a single, coherent whole, bedsionally problems of doctrine can arise.
Often, discrepancies or contradictions are smootived by modifying the texts of other spi-
ritual traditions to make it seem as if MISA ideas universally supported.

However, even when contradictions do appear, theyisually glossed over and ignored be-
cause MISA yogis are encouraged not to researctersahoroughly, but to swallow what
they can of the theory - and practice accordinghat their higher-ups recommend. There is
an enormous amount of written courses, books, liresh conferences and articles written on
a wide range of topics, but the core of MISA balief actually orally transmitted, sometimes
with short aphorisms attached for easier memoriaimg) quicker responses to issues.

For example, "one gram of practice is worth moanttons of theory": the yogi is led to be-
lieve that if he or she does what the instructorsspecially Gregorian Bivolaru say, then they
will evolve quickly. Then, the much sought-afteoition is judged by the "states" that the
yogi has: "A tree is known by its fruit; a man big ldeeds and the yogi by his stateRie
elusive "state" is a mood/sentiment/condition inckiithe student can find oneself - the state
of happiness, the state of wisdom, the super-meta#t, the state of communion with God.
Yogis are encouraged to become over-sexual, beCaesenergy is the basic energy of life".
MISA yogis are also encouraged to feel rather toanust their logic skills - "The mind lies".
They are encouraged to blindly follow Gregorian@®aru as well ("the chance of encounte-
ring a true spiritual master is the same as that séa turtle that comes up to breathe every
one hundred years and even then manages to buhmgmaidson a floating piece of wood").

In this context, all possible apocalypses can legtad by using methods proposed by Gregor-
ian Bivolaru, which will involve asking for God'®lp in the matter. The success of commu-
nicating with God will be judged by the 'statesattithe yogi will have during meditati-
ons/invocations (feeling better, feeling light, lfieg life). Not believing in the apocalypse due
to disbelief would be succumbing to the mind's,ltee mind's so-called stupidity.

MISA's concept of the Apocalypse is, like much tsfdoctrine, orally transmitted and made
up of various elements taken from vastly differeomtexts. December 2012 is seen as a time
when the world will move into a new era - the HinSatya Yuga -, a spiritual age in which
the Earth will enter the photon belt, which willllall those who are not spiritually prepared
for the event. Benevolent aliens are offering tieilp to mankind and must be told that their
help is accepted through meditations in which dmnaétive answer is transmitted to them.
There will be a number of natural disasters, whigth mostly happen anywhere but in Ro-
mania, but all this can be averted through the gmaagnd invocations of MISA yogis - the
Apocalypse can be delayed and drawn out for thel gdaall mankind with just a gram of
practice and the grace of God. At the same timefriemasons, a group of people who wish
to enslave humanity, are also aware of these immhitisasters and are building underground
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structures to defend themselves - but some of thederground structures were destroyed
due to God's will, which was prompted by the meites and invocations of MISA yogis.

Even if when summarized this entire theory lookgertban unlikely, the yogi comes in con-
tact with it gradually and will be likely to believat least part of it, if not all of it. However,
the apocalypse as a whole is a somewhat seconddrgpional belief in the MISA system -
the topics which are universally accepted and wfochn the MISA doctrine are usually rela-
ted to sexuality, conspiracies or the personalrefftade to evolve spiritually. Even so, the
half-believed in apocalypse still has an influencethe mentality of yogis, who will pray and
meditate against it and mention it often enougbanversation.

The fact that they discuss and consider it evéimely are not entirely convinced by it is due to
the fact that the apocalypse is a 'strong' idealiVéein a culture where we are very familiar

with end of the world scenarios due to films andeotmedia, as well as due to a Christian
tradition that speaks of the end of the world. Mtivan that, the local apocalypse of a sect
will connect to three ideas that have strong emali@ttachments: 1. the personal fear of
death, generalized to the picture of everybody glyia a judgment of all those who die

(either in the sense of somebody judging, or of ahé worthy ones surviving/going to hea-

ven); 3. the hero aspect of the cult follower, vidadtles the forces of evil in an ultimate set-
ting.

As far as the first aspect, that of death, is come, the individual shifts the uncertainty of
their own future existence (we all know we're gaioglie, but we don't know when or how or
what will happen afterwards) into the certaintyaof outside event that will affect everybody.
This has the paradoxical potential of making peataleath seem more manageable - on the
one hand, major events can seem escapable; onhiiirehand, the person will be surrounded
by many others and at least will not face non-exis¢ alone. Still, the death-aspect isn't the
one that MISA focuses on.

The second aspect is that of judgment - whethegploealypse is the Christian one in which
good men go to heaven, or the photon belt one iichwbnly spiritual people survive, there
will be some sort of measuring by which the indiatlis weighted and his or her value is
established. The reward at the end would justiBsent problems and give a meaning to all
suffering or discomforts that may arise on the way. example, the image of MISA in Ro-
mania is that of a sex-obsessed, pee-drinking gajupseudo-yogis worshiping the guru
(which is not that far from the truth) and adepsdnto live with the unpleasant labeling. So-
me yogis have experienced health problems or mpndblems, but they are considered tests
which will make them all the better and strongethatend. Sometimes adepts are asked to do
things like working for free or near-prostitutiopofe dancing and erotic videochat for wo-
men), or they are urged sternly to go through ditfi practices on a daily basis. However, to
members these can appear not as degradations &, dlt as stepping stones to achieve a
spiritual level that will eventually have divine lidation when the yogi survives the apoca-
lypse or defends himself from freemasonry-relateshasters or becomes enlightened. The
deeper the yogi goes in these practices, the nialy he is to keep believing in the system,
in the apocalypse, in the guru in order to giveeaning to difficulties, ascetic practices and
suffering. The desire to have all of these thingstloe grows as time goes by in order to
maintain the person's inner equilibrium and todetk their lifestyle.

The third aspect is the heroic aspect: MISA yoges aways meditating, praying and invo-

king forces to help the planet or mankind. They saa themselves as noble heroes that save
the world even if the world doesn't know it. Morean that, they see themselves as battling
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their own lower aspects and evolving in the facel@monic influence, the apocalypse, the
difficulty of living in what they think is a fallermaterialistic age. Not only are they validated,
as we have seen above, but they can see themsslypeople who are to some measure pure
and good.

The apocalypse now established there are two furtisees to be taken into consideration:
how to react to it and what happens if the apoaygoes or does not occur. Due to the fact
that MISA believes that any destiny can be changede knows how to act, MISA yogis
attempt to avert the death aspect through a riacnique described by Gregorian Bivolaru
("the supreme and efficient method") as part obragl program stretching over years: the
“Planetary Program of Urgent Action: No to the Aplypse!!!” (also published as a brochu-
re) Persuasion is used to convince students theltethnique at home or at work.

The technique contains invocations of angels, tbé/ KBhost and a prayer-like invocation
directed towards God which asks him to forgive $hs of humanity. Sample invocation: "
invoke, here and now, with a full, profound andrgrfaith, the mysterious manifestation of Godisagin my
being and | strongly aspire to feel ever morelglead intensely its accumulation in my inner urgeel am
profoundly and fully convinced that this is happgrdue to the miraculous help that the heavehigrfatGod

- is offering to me.” (Bivolaru 95)

On MISA's official website, there is an articleledl "10 reasons to perform the Supreme and
Efficient Method", signed by Maxim Hongell that enerates ten reasons for involving one-
self in the program:

1. The love for our planet and for humanity.

2. The privilege and responsibility granted by et that one knows about the technique and
the apocalypse.

3. One's faith in God - if the disciples believednd, then they should believe he can save the
world as well, if asked to do it.

4. Assuring the continuity of life.

5. A good impact on the general state of the plandtof humanity - since disciples are pray-
ing for the forgiveness of sins.

6. Elevating the vibration level of the planet aidhumanity.

7. The excellence of the Supreme and Efficient Methit is so good that it should be practi-
ced at least twice a day and should have priamityrie’s spiritual practice.

8. Doing what the spiritual master says - and gugving spiritually

9. The efficiency of group action

10. Personal spiritual evolution due to helpingthetrest of the world.

We can see here that the death-aspect is mentibnednly through negatives: the technique
will abate death. The heroic aspect is underliryediis will be able to save the world. Also,

they will become better people by doing so. Anreséing addition is the fact that by doing

the technique one follows the master, thus evolunage rapidly.

One can ask why yogis would willingly go througkirae-consuming technique even if they'-
re not certain that the end for which it is emphbkbye actually real. This question is actually
connected to why yogis - and sect members in genevauld follow techniques and orders
and allow somebody to dictate their lives. A schabemotions, William Reddy, suggests
that they do so in order to avoid emotional coislistrict regulations sacrifice freedom, but
allow the individual to become more stable and \edserable when they are confronted with
problematic issues (125, 126). In this case, MI®giy can feel that they are less vulnerable

28



in the face of death and social failure - if thay in the 'normal’ world, they can always make
up for it by following a few easy steps to beconsedes in the MISA world.

It is emotions, and not beliefs that make themhgough the motions of averting the apoca-
lypse, or meditate with the guru, or work for filee MISA, or even, in the case of women,
prostitute themselves because Gregorian Bivolaks #sem to do it. As Nico Fridja put it,
“What is wrong with death, other than it is distii(qtd. in Reddy 21). What is wrong with
any course of action, in fact, other than we likeliglike the outcome? Even if we proceed in
a rational manner, weighing options and collectia¢n, then acting upon the information we
have, what we are trying to achieve is determimadtenally.

Conversely, our emotions can make us prioritizeinf@mation we receive — we can take or
leave data, believe it or disbelieve it, at leash {point, depending on our emotions connected
to that data and to data that would contradiclitdkowsky). Even worse, we may have a
tendency to look at a conclusion and then find eva# to support it, therefore rationalizing
our favored data. So, even if MISA yogis can see te are in October 2012 and people are
not yet dying the way they were supposed to acangrth doctrine, they can rationalize the
situation. They can conclude that the reason tloeeappse does not seem to happen is that
they averted it, like they made an asteroid chagese and a devastating earthquake disap-
pear. They can also look for signs of the apoca&ysd interpret anything unpleasant they
discover in that key: if there are unidentifiedhlig in the sky, they must be alien ships. If the-
re is a new epidemic (like swine flu), it is a sighimpending doom and the one of the Bibli-
cal signs of the end of the world. They have tasteps concerning the end of the world: now
whether anything happens or not, it can confirnirthelief — if they want it to. The question
that arises is whether they are sufficiently attatcho the apocalypse to desire that to be the
outcome of their reasoning.

The apocalypse will change the individual's woriew— it depends on them if they are wil-
ling or able to change it back. Whether the MISAyiyoelieves wholeheartedly in the apoca-
lypse or not, the idea of impeding doom modifiesirtiperception to the point where disasters
and sudden deaths would not be unexpected. Theg torsee MISA techniques as being
very powerful and they believe that they can dotling with them, but "they do not work
enough". This means that in case anybody becomescgally or mentally ill, the situation is
blamed on their not using the techniques enougiraperly.

For example, two MISA yogis, Cristina Gaina andr2igDobrin, who were famous enough
and who had starred in MISA porn films that werpmased to 'sexually educate' the world,
died of breast cancer. Their getting ill was blanoedemotional issues (Cristina Gaina was
known to be somewhat harsh, while Diana Dobrin Ihad relationship issues with one of the
MISA VIPs) and they sought medical advice from rén Bivolaru, who warned them
against going to normal doctors and getting thernom treatment. When they died, it was
believed to be because they did not manage toveeslodir emotional and spiritual issues - as
| have mentioned about, 'states' are the measurehih the evolution of a MISA yogi is
judged and it is supposed that a perfect yogifie Bam all physical harm. Also, two other
yogis killed themselves - Attila Nagy and Mihael@&aébnescu. Their deaths were mostly
glossed over and blamed on ‘demoniac influencdsa, Ahere are numerous other yogis who
have many physical or psychological problems, betrtproblems are seen as arising from
their spiritual imperfections. There are few quarssi asked about their cases because they are
considered 'atypical' of yogis.
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There are many 'hooks' that can play on the feadsdasires of sect members and make them
wish to believe in what they are told. The solutitnmy opinion, would not be to prove that
each hook is false: after all, there will always dmne hook that can catch the individual,
whether it is the religious one, or the materiaisine (the basis of gambling games), or any
other one. The solution would be to go to the hebtlhe matter: the apocalypse, like the sect,
is mostly an emotional phenomenon - we must sdieg. tit is a battle of what we want to
believe against what we should believe in. If weninta believe something, then we will rati-
onalize in order to prove to ourselves that theasibn is as we picture it to be. Therefore, an
approach to resolve this issue would be to attemponvince people to seek to believe what
is true, not to seek proof that what they beliess¢rie. The solution is not an attack against
the apocalypse - it is a local phenomenon, an ematiphenomenon and it can be fought
against again and again without getting very fat,an attempt to convince individuals to test
and retest what they believe in before they comait. A healthy dose of looking at one's
emotional triggers can help 'vaccinate' againstalypses, sects — and all other unhealthy
hooks that catch emotional attachments.
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Thomas Gandow (Germany),Chairman of Dialog Zentrum Berlin and of Dialo@r@re
International, drew attention to a South-Korean emgnt called ShinChonji, created by a
former Presbyterian pastor, which is growing coasadly throughout the world. This move-
ment predicts that the end of the world is neaouped in an association of volunteers, Man-
nam Volunteers Association, its recruiters, or baters as they are called, are very active
among students and young people, as in Seoul i@, 20king an international peace gather-
ing. This movement is also present in Europe, wiikeee are already 200 local missions
(Lyon has one of them). The association providewerous services free of charge, recruits
in traditional Protestant churches, through bilbblgtady groups or via the Internet.

Steven Hassan (United Statgstherapist and author, is the best known exiinsellor to-
day, thanks to his long experience and his apprt@adéielping people under the influence of
others, to find their ability to think and decide themselves. A former recruiter and leader in
the Moon sect, he warns one that people are uhdanental control of a destructive sect or
therapist:

- Have learnt to put up barriers preventing them frering the reality that concerns

them, and to no longer trust what surrounds theareris especially,
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- May have been deceived by hypnotic techniques, testimonies and video footage,
- Have phobias, implanting phobias is a universal technique in order to manipulate and
control individuals.

When counselling someone leaving a sect, Hassan advocates an interactive, respectful and
sympathetic approach: one must get involved, show concerns, understanding, gain the per-
son’s attention, and manage to exert an ethical influence on him. One should not act too

quickly or in an exaggerated manner;

A strategic plan and goals suited to the person must be envisaged; involving several individu-
als close to him (friends, neighbours, even family) capable of creating a bond; one should
seek out former members (who know the way witnesses think), and it is necessary to get a
good prior understanding of indoctrinating techniques and what help to give when one leaves
a sect. It will thus be possible not to question him about his group (which he would not wish
to call a sect), but rather to lead him to think about it indirectly by referring to a well-known
sect: for instance, to target certain matters which are forbidden or made compulsory, asking
him what are the differences with his own group. This may encourage him to obtain informa-
tion about this other sect and to think of the similarities with his own movement.

Roberto di Stefano (Switzerland),brought up since childhood within the Jehovah’s Wit-
nesses, baptised at the age of 12, in charge of a small group at 17 and appointed “elder” at 29.
He left the organisation in 2004, aged 59. His talk traced the history of predictions on the end
of the world made by this organisation. The pressure on the followers in 1975, with 66 apoca-
lyptic articles and terrifying pictures, was so strong that many of the witnesses sold their
house, lost their jobs, got into debt, laid in stocks of food, abandoned their education, post-
poned medical treatments and operations, delayed their plans to start a family.

The number of ministers in the world increased by 23% over the two years 1974-75. Their
loyalty to the organisation was unfailing and they were blindly committed to their faith. Since
1975, the message has not really changed, a new precise date is no longer topical, a new
chronology is suggested; as the advent of the Armageddon was supposed to occur with the
generation which had known 1914, the year of Christ the King’s return on Earth, and as
God allowed Noah to live up to 120 years (Genesis, 6:17). “Only the con-temporaries who
have faith and faithfully support the earthly part of Jehovah’s universal or-ganisation will

be able to survive”. The Watch Tower continuously reminds one that time is short (15
articles since January 2012) and that the present signs bring us closer to the end.

Roberto di Stefano concludes:"End of my talk... not the end of the world!”.
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A European approach to the problem of destructive gpups and their activities.
The legal regulation of the activities of sects ia country in transition

Berislav Paui¢, Full Professor, Faculty of Law, University of &g, Croatia

1. Purpose of the analysis

The debates, sustained by active moderators anddts of participants, during the In-
ternational conference on “Destructive groups aadtly’, held in Rijeka on 20 November
2010, led to the Rijeka Declaration, which représenfirst step towards a single European
approach to the problem of the activities of dedive groups in Croatia. In the European
context, its unique approach should enable an eelgagefence against such groups. This, of
course, is only a first step towards the adoptiba aniversal legal model which should be
endorsed by the United Nations.

1.1The concept of a destructive group

First of all we need to precisely and accuratehaldsh to which groups the new legal
model refer to. This is the first issue to tacKlbere are indeed several types of groups. There
is no doubt that some of them are destructive therie are others which, priori are not de-
structive. They may nevertheless be legal, buhis particular case the activities of its mem-
bers turn out to be destructive. Then you havepgdhbat declare themselves to be religious,
others who call themselves associations- which,rfstance, promote physical exercises, a
certain type of nutrition, a certain lifestyle, €elicis very difficult to determine the destructive
nature of a group, unless it declares itself tahestructive group, which is not usually the
case...

1.2The concept of vulnerable persons

The International Conference on “Destructive groapd youth” which was held in Rije-
ka was addressed to youth. In fact, one must taticeaiccount vulnerable people, which are
not only the young ones. The concept of vulnerglelson, stemming from the recent evolu-
tion of law, was formulated so as to better proteose who are most exposed to certain acti-
vities. In law, this concept of vulnerable persomsst often applies to: a) persons under age;
b) the disabled; c) sick persons and d) very olappe But it could also apply to persons who
do not master the language prop&thAn important task of the European Legal Modetois
embrace the concept of groups to which this spéiabpplies.

There is no doubt that freedom of thought, consgeand religion is justified for people
capable of thinking and acting in an autonomousiadépendent manner. However, there are
people who are not capable of thinking and actimgraomously and independently. These
are vulnerable people. Vulnerable people need tortected from the activities of destructi-
ve groups, whether they are religious groups ougrggs of another kind. The protection of
these people is particularly important in situasiovhere decisions have to be taken regarding
their property. It is a matter gluaestio facti

" To this first concept, for these two last categ®(which, until recently, and contrary to the calsminors,
had very little protection from the Law), thereais additional doubt as to their capacity to givelightened
concept” on to express an “enlightened consentfhasy regulatory or legal texts now require (fatance to
obtain a loan, to undergo an operation)
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Il. Destructive groups and freedom of thought, consciee and religion

Numerous groupings operate under the right guaegdnbs article 9 of the Convention on
protection of human rights and fundamental freedoimanost cases, these groups define
themselves as religious groupings, by endorsingpdséion of the European Court of Human
Rights, whereby freedom of thought, conscienceratfidion is one of the essential freedoms
which determine someone’s identftyThe goals of destructive groups are however afiéen
ferent.

[ll. Countries in transition and the activities of destructive groups

A characteristic which countries in transition haweommon is the inexistence of legal pro-

visions needed to regulate destructive groupingyss Theans preventing and repressing cer-
tain types of behaviour. As regards preventiois bbvious that several groupings “operate
without any restrictions on the territories of ctas in transition, but not only. As for repres-

sion, there are no provisions referring to desivedcctivities of a certain group.

One patrticular issue is the lack of systematic spetialised training of those involved in ex-

ceptional procedures. It is an important featureafntries in transition, but not only. In most

cases, the public at large is not informed of hatrmatts carried out by destructive groups,

while legislation does not have the necessary prons.

IV. Group activities and their compliance with National Law

National law must take into account, first of &flat any organisation operating on the terri-
tory of a State, under the jurisdiction of thatt8tanust act according to National Law. If the
organisation does not comply with National Lawstbrganisation shall be subjected to a pro-
cedure, the outcome of which would be the stoppinipeir activities on the national territo-
ry. This would need to be done at all levels, fribra constitutional level down to the subordi-
nate one. There is no doubt that this is partibpleEnportant for States in transition. The
guestion which arises is the following: “Must Statgromulgate special laws covering the
above mentioned activities?” Many arguments spedkvour of a single “European” appro-
ach, because otherwise destructive groups migha imdhe transition countries, and at the
same time act beyond the borders of a certain cpunt

V. Liability in cases where one acts against the prosions of National Law.

The fact that a certain organisation acts, as devéwad according to the law, does not mean
that this is also the case for its members. We rhesefore distinguish the situation where

members who act (or who have acted) in breach todmel legal provisions have done so as
members of the organisation, from that where theyehacted as individuals. In this regard,

one must take into consideration all the factstigaarly the circumstances under which their

actions were carried out, the actual situation @nedevidence of the victim, etc. If it is seen

that there is a cause and effect relationship batvike activities of a member of the group
and the group itself, sanctions will also have ¢oapplied to the organisatiohlf the causal

18 See Buscarini et al. versus San Marino, Kokkinakisus Greece, Cha're Shalom Ve Tsedek versus&ran
Metropolitan Church of Bessarabia versus Mold@&xjf versus Greece, Manoussakis versus Greeca Agg
versus Greece, Hasanj avnd Chaush versus Bulgariasis et al. v. Greece, Leyla Sahin versus Tyskteal.

9 Article 1 of the About-Picard law in France is yenuch to the point: “The law aiming at embracihg pre-
vention and repression of sectarian movements waffelct human rights and fundamental liberties.& Bbove
mentioned law allows for “the civil dissolution séme legal persons”. The Law’s text is as folloWscording
to the conditions laid down in this article, theghlution of any legal person, whatever its lepalpe or purpo-
se, which perform activities whose aim or effect, @ create, to maintain or exploit the psychatagor physi-
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relationship is not established (which is rarely tase), there is no justification for applying
sanctions against the legal person. In those chaletity is restricted to the individual.

VI. By way of conclusion: the proposal for a model oflgal provisions

VI.1 While taking into account that it is only in oneuntry that the activity of destruc-
tive groups is defined by a special law, as annsiéecommitted both by the principal and the
legal person, one must start by considering itsess.?° Persons able to think and decide in
an autonomous and independent manner may undextéib@s which are (even) to the detri-
ment of their personal assets and of the defenogéhef entitlements. As regards the procedu-
res which affect these people, preventive measussbe the only solution. Preventive mea-
sures need to be developed and improved. At the s@ne, one needs to develop the social
elements which are now lacking. Generally, societist devote itself seriously to the prob-
lem of the activities carried out by these desivecgroups, especially when their activities
are secret. Vulnerable people must be subject éciapconditions. Usually, young people
don’t have assets of their own. Their parents gallguardians decide matters on their behalf.
Other vulnerable people may decide on matters whégjatively affect their own assets, only
under special conditions.

VI.2. The legal provisions to be promulgated as theesgion of a single European ap-
proach must be simple, so they can easily be imcated in national legislation. Their con-
tents must deter those who act to commit certdilorz At the same time, they must incor-
porate the main component, which is the purpogeenélising the principal and the legal per-
son, but only in those cases where the princigadtsaviour is in a cause and effect relations-
hip with the group’s activity. A vast operationtige goal of national legislation. International
Law must restrict itself to a prevention which tfeious national systems can accept.

VI.3. | believe that a single European approach neetle tidopted. This approach should
comprise at least the following provisions:

Article 1
1) Vulnerable persons may dispose freely of their @ssets or act freely with regard to
their other entitlements only with prior written@pval issued by a competent State
Authority set up under the National Law.
2) In the case of vulnerable people, the arrangenmaate for their own assets or other
entitlements are null and void without an expligiitten agreement issued by a State
body, as indicated in sub-paragraph (1) of thiglart

Article 2

1) According to the Law, vulnerable people are: appes under age 16, b) the disabled,
c) sick persons , and d) very old persons, as agelinyone who is unable to work ac-
cording to National legislation

2) The fact of concealing that this person falls urttiese indicated in sub-paragraph (1)
of this article, and that this is not mentioneddme of the parties to the contract or by
another person representing a principal in thegaore for disposing of own assets or
other entitlements, is an offence in accordanch Wational Legislation.

cal dominance over persons taking part in thdiviies when criminal judgements have been hardiman,
without right of appeal, against the legal entiteif or its legal representativde factoor de jurg for one or the
other of the several infringements mentioned below.

% One takes into consideration the Law aiming agesing the prevention and repression of sectariavem
ments which are detrimental to human rights andidnmental liberties (About-Picard Law).
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Article 3

1) The State Authority will not grant its authorisatjas indicated in sub-paragraph (1)
of article 1 of this Law:

a. If there are circumstances suggesting that theephare is really to the detri-
ment of the vulnerable person,

b. If there are circumstances suggesting that theegoiures for disposal of own
assets or other entitlements are indeed an offence.
2) The State Authority may refuse to grant the apdrondicated in sub-paragraph (1) of
article 1 of this Law if it believes that thereaisother reason for this.
3) The State Authority indicated in sub-paragraphdfLarticle 1 of this Law may im-
plement the proper procedure in accordance withoNal Legislation. The decision
must be made within 60 days.

4) The State Authority mentioned in sub-paragraphoflarticle 1 of this Law must ex-
plain in writing the reasons for refusing the amailo

Article 4
1) The National Law specifies which offences give risecriminal proceedings to be
taken against the individual and against the group.

2) The National Law specifies which sanctions are e@oapplied in relation to the of-
fences mentioned in sub-paragraph (1) of thislartic
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