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Opening of the Conference
Tom Sackville, President of FECRIS and of The Family SurvivalsifUK):
Good morning Ladies and Gentlemen,

Thank you very much, all of you, for coming. Sadke’ve lost our Italian delegation, we've
almost all our Eastern European delegates. There avéot of people sitting in airports yes-
terday who were not able to come because of theaaa cloud!

Its not the first time that Iceland, this sulpbws small island, has exerted an influence
over us. We've had banking crises fishing wars. iButct, this turnout is remarkable given
what we thought was going to happen, as of yesfarmaning. Most of you have taken ad-
vantage of the EUROSTAR. The Channel Tunnel iscafrge the result of that remarkable
day when Mrs Thatcher and Mr. Mitterrand decidedtart digging towards each other, one
from Folkestone, the other from Calais, and acyualkt in the same place in the middle.
Given the history of our two countries, this waseattraordinary feat. So thank you all for
coming, especially to the Irish contingent whdjihk must have swum over.

Most of our speakers were able to be here anthave a very varied list of people
from the UK from France, from Belgium, from Russiegm ltaly (represented by Pietro
Amati). We are sadly not going to hear Ursula Cb&om Germany unfortunately but still
we have a varied conference which will cover maiffeient aspects of the problem that we
all have to deal with.

Just a few introductory remarks, before | sthet tonference. For me, as president of
FECRIS, and also of our host organisationRaeily Survival Trust and Audrey Chaytor, is
going to speak to you in a minute, who is the pemsho has kept the flag flying in this coun-
try about cults for many, years. For me FECRISwsrsously important because it is a coop-
eration of people who are trying to put up soméstasce to organisations which now have
extraordinary power, in terms of their economic Meand of their public relations possibili-
ties: it is crucial that someone acts as the ur@fel those who try to resist the ravages of
cults, whether that be the damage they do to iddals or to families. We see that some cults
have had influence for quite a long time: the disgful incident in the early 90s in the United
States when scientology acquired tax exempt stsdw@sresult, it appears, of bullying and ma-
nipulation of officials in the US government, giv@$lavour ... that was some time back, and
| don’t think things have improved at all!

| think our institutions that are very vulneralbdbethe influence of cults who use, lets
face it, in quite professional ways, legal and pul#lations expertise to get what they want.
There are actually very, very few countries in Wald where people have stood up to what
the cults are trying to do. France of course, GagnBelgium, Russia ... there are others, but
those ones stand out. I'm afraid in this countryweeever really made any headway with the
official sector, over cults. A long time ago, owvgrnment appears to have decided that this
was something that they didn’t want to get involvéth. It was too complicated, the officials
concerned just wanted to shy away from it, bec#lusg saw problems about drafting legisla-
tion or definition. Whether through laziness, otampetence or just cowardice we've had a
situation in this country where Audrey Chaytor dret colleagues have really been a lone
voice in trying to resist what is going in Sciemigy and other cults. So really, we can't in this
country give you any real lessons in how this stidad done. But we continue to do our best
to keep the flag flying, to make sure that someb@idynebody speaks up in opposition to
cults because, otherwise it all goes by defaull,taat is very sad, sad at a human level and at
a societal level.

So with that, I'd just like to make one persoc@mnment of my own. I've always taken
the view that we should take the tough line. Thaeean awful lot of people around the world
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who have concluded that maybe we should be pdiiteitacults, and neither aggressive or
confrontational. | don't see it like that! For mbese organisations are not in the public inter-
est, they do nothing that is good, or that helpgaa at all. They are entirely ruthless, they
are entirely selfish, they damage almost everyhwldy comes into contact with them: indeed
there are many people in this room who have beeradad by contact with cults, either per-
sonally or in their families. Why should we not sy

And there are people around the world that weetsones call “apologists”, many of
whom are quite influential. I've never had any fwath them myself. I've always taken that
line and | don’t see why anything is to be gaingdobing tolerant of what these people do.
Their activities are harmful and we should say Isbope most people in this room would
agree with that view, but we have lots of time &bake this, as we have lost one or two
speakers from the programme. It would be intergstor hear your views of how people
should tackle cults in our society.

It is my great pleasure therefore to introduce @pening speaker: Audrey Chaytor,
who is chief executive officer of thEhe Family Survival Trust, formerly called FAIR. We
changed the name when we became a charity. Thigychas the very limited aims of trying
to support those individuals and families who dfecéed by cultic abuse, with a secondary
aim of providing information about what cults doosh of your will agree that the public at
large, unless they have been actually personalgctaid, generally do not know what cults
are. But we do it, as | am sure Audrey will remyal, without any help or encouragement
from official sources. In this country there haways been a totally agnostic line coming
across from government, both central and localwfat Audrey and her colleagues have
done over the years is commendable, and outstdgdiagrageous.

Audrey — welcome

Thirty Years’ Experience in Helping Families to Suwive the Trauma of
Cult Involvement: a history of the Struggle by FAIR and The Family
Survival Trust

Audrey Chaytor, Chief Executive of The Family Survival Trust

| welcome you all to London and hope you will enjayur stay here. It is quite remarkable to
me, that in the late seventies, only a handfuleddgte in the UK and Europe had experience
and knowledge of present day cults and sects. idterp today is very different and thanks
are due to all, who have participated and worked k@ establish FAIR and later in Europe,
on the development of FECRIS. The membership gtillvs, and the vital elements of shar-
ing knowledge and experience, contribute to thatgieiropean effort in this continuing field
of abuse.

| recognise and thank those few politicians whoehgiven time, understanding and
help in our endeavours. The late beloved Lord Rgpdwho devoted himself and made great
efforts on our behalf, with his parliamentary Alhfles Committee of MPs and also as our
dedicated chairman. | also pay tribute to our ovmTSackville, who not only shows great
interest and understanding of the subject of auits sects, but somehow in his exceptionally
busy life, manages to find time, to be our friend guide.

| also thank the very few clerics and ministefrsedigion who have given us support
and understanding of the problems involved withwark.

My contribution to this conference is based on work and experiences of thirty
years which have shaped my present day thinkingolsdrvations. Latterly, my expectations
of both Church and State which initially were higlaye now changed and | declare that | am
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unimpressed by both. In the early days my expextatwere, that at least, they would try to

understand the phenomenon which has swept into paott of the world and deceived many

senior politicians and clerics. Now it is obviohsit efforts have not been made, either to un-
derstand or get to grips with the problem. It hasrbleft to us, to find our own resources and
to forfeit our lives in a struggle, in which thegutd at least, have had some input.

The lack of support in the UK has been an evenigsrritant to many of us who make
great efforts to work and help. But, in fact, Goweent did do something. They made a gift
of large amounts of taxpayers’ money and presemsedith the result - a consolidated pack-
age known as INFORM. Following that event one caallthost feel the sigh of relief, as
Church and State relaxed into a state of inerkipeeting that we, in our ignorance and grati-
tude for their efforts, would not only give ourlfslipport to INFORM, but would retreat and
allow them some peace. In the UK, we have beerefbto accept INFORM and we work
with the eternal insult which began in 1988. Avialéamoney has been wasted and let me be
clear, my constant concern is that in the UK, theneo money available for helping ex-cult
members. There must be many struggling to surwit&, no support. How appalling is that?

Indications of real understanding would have &élput in the absence of that, at least,
we do know where we stand. To date there is s@ugnition of the problem of cults and
sects, from both Church and State, the dangersaappelude them. Some of the most scan-
dalous, hideous events, have failed to even raissyabrow. Those are not my only concerns,
but both Church and State appear to have misseditddepoint frequently made by us and
others, that the dangers are not only that famiiege lost loved ones, although that is bad
enough, but there is a deeper and more dangerdugdivilization now lives under the con-
tinual threat of terrorist acts every day.

As | write this on 28 March 2010, bombs were released in the Moscow ngnolend,
killing and maiming ordinary citizens. Our concemsist be that Church and State fail to
accept vital facts which are clear to us but ndahtam, that in many instances there is no divi-
sion between the “religious” and the “criminal” falure which is largely unrecognised. So
far as | can see, Church and State are so occujiiedther matters, that there is neither time
nor inclination to make the “Link”, in spite of wegbublicised disasters and dangers, from
extreme and uncontrolled “faith” and/or terrorisbgps. There is no limit to what can be
done, by unscrupulous masters, imposing their wiisn captive members. The fine line be-
tween the “religious” and the “criminal” is concedl and deeply held faiths can easily be
transformed from one into the other. We all know anderstand but we still wait for Church
and State to realize and make the link.

Could anything be done to help this process toeraong? It would help if unques-
tioning and wearisome lip service to “freedom athfaand worship” could be seriously de-
bated without the influence of the many cult apatsy A board of serious scholars together
with enlightened politicians, willing to learn, ddube a beginning. The subject would benefit
from the appointment of a Minister for Cults in lgmnent, instead of being conveniently hid-
den away and ignored, as a small part of some @Gowant department, as it has been for
many years and is still today. That might appedret@most too simple, but in fact, so far as |
am aware it has never even been suggested.

Too much ignorance and waste of time aboundso€¥asions we hear of a report,
which might be interpreted as “good news”, that egmoliticians are aware of “religious is-
sues” but frequently they disappear before theehmagun.

A recent report of new legislation, in The Sundayes - ' March 2010, stated that
Harriet Harman, Government Equalities Minister, lakped to The House, the legal implica-
tions of a code of practice of the equality billsMarman announced that religions need not
be mainstream or well known, for their adherentgdm protection. She said “A belief need
not include faith or worship of a god or gods, buist effect how a person lives their life or
perceives the world.” The new code of practiceyraip by the Equality and Human Rights
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Commission, would protect members of cults and “nelNgions” such as Scientologyit did
surprise me to learn that Scientology needs priot@cAs one, who knows at first hand just
how much protection the public neddsm Scientology,| would challenge Harriet Harman’s
abysmal ignorance of this subject. However thigis$ one example of how much we need
intelligent politicians who understand and know wihey are talking about.

Recently, | read an article by Virginia McKennaBORN FREE fame, a wildlife ac-
tivist campaigning against captivity of wild animmabhe said “There will probably never be a
time when there aren’t animals in cages, but tisemsually a compromise” she goes on “We
didn’t celebrate our 25Anniversary last year. The only cause for celébnatvould be if we
were no longer needed”. That is something for uthitak about and the thought really does
appeal to medF WE WERE NO LONGER NEEDED!

Today in our world, the overall picture is thaamy who began this journey over thirty
years ago, are still here. Many more have joinethenstruggle. We have brilliant scholars,
psychologists, psychotherapists, researchersadvisers and counsellors, all working away
out there. The picture is of a world wide workfgroefact, a developed job creation scheme,
which helps victims and advises families. Lookirighas overall impressive domain, should
we accept that it is permanent? Should we be wgrkimd looking forward to a world, in
which much more recognition in high places and Hetpvictims, can be available. We need
a greater awareness of the dangers and a way tbmach might even result in eliminating
many groups? Like Virginia MacKenna, | believetthacause for real celebration would be,
that we would no longer be needed. However, | dankthat this is “Pie in the Sky” but | also
know that society needs and could only benefitnfieo new initiative of Church and State. In
a sensible well regulated world, all church bodasts and sects should be required to prove
their worth in order to gain tax exemption. If tltaiuld be achieved it would be a new base
for an equality bill which | could support!

| accept that, probably, there will never beraetiwhen there are no cults or esoteric
groups - they have been there since the world bdgatn there is no good reason to accept
the situation, as it now is. It could be signifidgrchanged and made much safer. | pose a
guestion for your consideration. Why should we gtdtieat it is possible for anyone, even any
of you here today if you so wished, to set up mi@ls or esoteric group and be quite wealthy
living off the proceeds of mind manipulation, whichuses individuals to live in imagined
cages?

Where could we begin? It would be difficult butcibuld begin with a Government
board of experienced inspectors, who would be phpgeofessional, discreet and with au-
thority to inspect churches, faith groups, cultd arcts, without prior warning. Existing reli-
gious bodies and esoteric groups would be testécap group which failed to meet required
standards would be closed. Those wanting to beguldvneed to apply for permission and
submit to examination before permission could kentgd. Automatic tax-free status would
be abolished but could be re-granted to those graghieving the required standards of
preaching, teaching and behaviour. There would déooked doors on churches or groups
during services, meetings or teaching sessions dwaare that these suggestions would need
to be carefully researched and implemented buptesent system of simply putting up a no-
tice board, claiming to be a “church” and operatiedpind closed doors, is much too easy. It
is equally easy to claim to be a Buddhist monk sjplecial spiritual powers. There are many
gateways through which criminals can earn an aas\glby deception.

Lord Justice Denning, before he died, proposedogection scheme in 1984 and be-
lieved that it could lead to a solution. He waswnooed, that the ease with which cults and
sects are allowed to operate under the presergx@amption rule, was foolish and should be
stopped. | am one of the few people who supportedthen and | support him now. | have
been told that such a scheme would not work. | Hstened to the arguments but | do not
accept, that abuse of persons and underhand fifatineé dax system under the protection of
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religion or faith, should be an accepted partfefiln a civilized country. The privileges which
now exist protect any charlatan who masquerades @asnister of religion, or leader of a
group.

| recommend that this present state of affairs Ehaat be allowed to continue. Un-
derstandably, such a move would cause an outcttyatw church or cult group would be
given the opportunity to prove its sincerity, haiyegood and transparent management and if
it is proved to run on clearly defined lines, thereuld be nothing to fear. This could be a
beginning and, though very unpopular, would repldee present system of “free for all”
which goes unchecked at the present time.

My memories and experiences of a long journey idtok” places began in February
1979, when | believed that | had lost my two betbdaughters, recruited into the cult of Sci-
entology. That was the first event in my life amather which forced a serious conflict be-
tween us. It was not their fault but it was min&éey became the victims of lies. | still re-
member, vividly, how difficult it was to believeahsomething of which | had never heard,
could be such a destructive force. Over the yeasynparents have told of similar experi-
ences. As an intelligent working mother | thoughtds clever enough to know what could
happen to young people out in the world. | was wtd@@ompletely ignorant of this dark sub-
ject 1 sent my children out, unarmed, into the wathd they were attacked. As | began to
learn the almost unbelievable facts | was trandfiaad paralysed with fear. But my experi-
ence of this early lesson, of a destructive cdg brought me to realize the folly of allowing
the present system, which has no boundaries, toncenunsupervised under the guise of
“new religious movements”.

Over the years | have striven to help familiespwhder normal circumstances, would
come to terms with events and tragedies of evarg,kyet when faced with having a son or
daughter in a cult they can be reduced to pulpyTbse their inner confidence, resources and
strength and they are filled with fear.

On joining FAIR in 1979, | heard reports from etlparents, who told me that some
places in the world had become hotspots for cliltere were certain cities in the USA where
it was almost impossible for young students to &k $rom predatory Moonies and other
places where Scientology was the prime dangerhatttime, it was almost impossible to be
in Oxford Street in London, without meeting a veisy crocodile of dancing, singing and
drum beating Hare Krishna members. Some unawaneiotelligent passers by, thought they
were simply rather amusing and charming, a coldymiftture. However most of us know that
their lifestyle is something other than cute anel Way they treat children is appalling. Our
dear friend, the late Dr. Elizabeth Tylden, veryely said “I do not mind what anyone be-
lieves, but | do mind what they do as a result bhtthey believe”. We are stronger today
because of Betty’'s wisdom and because of our aedjkinowledge over thirty years. Yet very
little has changed during that time. Many destuectiults and sects are still out there, prey-
ing upon vulnerable people, causing mayhem. Sdwyetis still no sign that Church and
State have made any moves towards a cult educptmgramme within schools. It seems
quite absurd, even though | know the reasons wigydangers are still unrecognised except
by us.

Cults/sects attract little attention, unless thiglyez cause a national scandal, which is
good for selling newspapers, or there is some Iblerdisaster which cannot be ignored. Then
the interest will last only a short time until anet scandal comes along to replace it. This has
not changed in over thirty years.

The deception continues and in many instances®&gth a simple question. When |
go into my nearest city, | am sometimes approadhetivo inoffensive looking boys, who
say to me “We would like to talk to you. Do you ibgk in God?”. They are not aggressive
and it is difficult to tell them to go away, butths the trap, they are carefully chosen because
of their mild manners. | know that | must not anstir question, as these boys are recruit-



ing for an “extreme” evangelical church which, | a@arry to say, is protected as part of the
Church of England. As | watch this pair engagediéep conversation with others, | know

they could be setting up the beginning of a probfemsomeone, but | can do nothing. That

church will continue to control. It is well atterdland regarded, even by the Archbishop, as
“successful”.

From time to time reports are published which raisehopes, that “something” might
be happening but then, nothing further happenscidd be forgiven for thinking that these
reports are deliberately released in order to dnavdown blind alleys and convince us that
governments are interested. We need to ask, d®icase of Senator Xenophon’s report in
Australia, will the government follow up and takeseriously? However, it appears that once
again, an excellent report is “stuck”. Hopes aise@ then they crumble and fall, while the
silence from Church and State is deafening andiabdggsoups continue to abuse. If ordinary
citizens carried out many of the acts of the caltgl sects they would be arrested on any
number of criminal charges. But religious or esotgroups do their worst, the Church is si-
lent and State, the police and law enforcementeapio be powerless.

The problem of damaged people who have spent maassyn cults and sects is im-
portant to us all. The numbers of victims is unknaamd there is yet no safety net for them. |
assure you, in spite of my previous comments atfmigreat spread of professional counsel-
lors, psychotherapists and psychologists who wotke field, that | have no wish to dispense
with them. But it is time to move from the positisre have had for the past thirty years.
Church and State must be helped to recognise tit#gon for what it is. Financial resources
should be moved from where they are now and madiaée, within the Health Service, for
cult victims who need counselling, treatment ophé&lnless victims belong to wealthy fami-
lies there is no way they can afford to pay feespfofessional counselling. The situation is
ludicrous, with the added danger of charlatandéldusiness of cult counselling. The entire
area of cult help and advice needs to be reviewed.

Children, taken into cult groups by their parents\aulnerable, as victims deprived of
choice. When a person becomes a member of a ca#tady at a young age, the best years of
life are stolen. In time, some of these displaceds@ns might try to re-enter the real world
without support, owning nothing. They will be laagiin confidence or qualifications and
they might even be ill. How can these damaged gefopdl the resources to pay professional
fees for counselling? The system as it now stasddominable and there is no official sup-
porting network in place.

I will end with two heart-breaking experiences frtms field of suffering. On the day
of the Waco Ranch fire, | continually answered tdlephone, from 7a.m. in the morning. |
watched the all-day coverage on television asdhelr, which was known to be full of people
being burned alive, continued to burn. The teleghdid not stop that day. It rang again at 4
p.m. when my husband called out to me to leavidativever something made me pick up and
the caller was a distressed man from Sheffieldableed if | was watching the television? |
asked him what he wanted to say to me and he S&ieré is nothing you can do, | just want
to tell someone, that my wife and four daughteesiarthere!” The mother of those children,
presumably joined David Koresh of her own choiag, lieer children were taken in there by
her.

The second is more recent and happened only a femths ago. A woman who had
been mentally, sexually and financially abused wvittwo cults over a very long period,
somehow managed to free herself and return to kheBdcause she had been abused for such
a long period of time, her self esteem was nil. kane/family situation had changed consid-
erably and her parents’ lives had changed. They wew old and one of them was very ill,
unable to help her. Then she fell into the wrongdsaagain, received diabolical counselling
advice and arrived at our office, in great distrédgsy mention of psychiatric or psychological
help was met with tears and absolute refusal. Saleegded to try, day by day, to help her
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along the road and eventually we hoped to moveoheto accept further help. But, once
again, there was absolutely no money to pay fothamg. Julian Chater and I, spent many
hours and some of our own money doing our beselop ther. We thought we were managing
“not too badly” and many times we brought a smieher face. However one sad day, the
news came that she had jumped out of a fast mavang into London and was instantly
killed on impact. This happened as a result of twgears of evil followed by extremely bad
cult-counselling advice.

Yet today, advice is available on the web, implyithgt a cult experience might sim-
ply be regarded as a kind of adventure. It statelslajuote “many felt wiser for the experi-
ence....” | leave you to be the judges of that.

Promoting a European programme of vigilance
and struggle against cultic excesses

George FenechPresident of MIVILUDES

| am going to speak to you in French my Englishiv&ihg good enough to be able to express
myself in your beautiful language. Thank you, deam Sackuville, for inviting MIVILUDES

to this important FECRIS conference. For us to & lin London today to discuss cults and
cult related groups is highly symbolic.

We are an Interministerial Mission working undee thuspices of the French Prime
Minister and as you know he has supported our metamd that of FECRIS, materially, mor-
ally and politically. 1 am accompanied by my Se¢éarg General, Amélie Cladiére and a tech-
nical assistant Laurence Baour. It's thereforelIMJDES delegation that is here with you
today.

| rejoice to see, that in spite of the problemshvair space you are well represented
here today and | would particularly like to say hplased | am by the presence of some very
first class people. In particular | wish to grebe tBelgian Member of Parliament, André
Frédéric. The action of Belgium in the field of tlexcesses is well known and recently |
was auditioned, at Mr. Frédéric’s initiative, byetBelgian parliament concerning a new law
that is being introduced. I'd also like to greey Belgian counterpart who has arrived dis-
creetly, Henri de Cordes, President of CIAOSN (@eror Information and Advice about
Harmful Cultic Organisations) and we also have @asentative from the Belgian Federal
Police so Belgium is very well represented todayam also very happy to see Catherine
Picard, President of UNADFI and Jacques Miquelsilent of CCMM, who represent the
two largest French organisations helping us withwark and the directors and members of
FECRIS that | now know well and other members fratmer countries who somehow man-
aged to be present.

In France the fight against harmful cults has negally relented. There was always a
political will behind it although we have had somey turbulent periods. MIVILDES is very
much alive! It has real means and government bgcamd is well listened to in the whole
country and well beyond France’s boarders becduisetiue, that we are with Belgium, a
unique example of awareness of this phenomenonublicpinstances and not only by the
associative sector. | retain the idea perhaps hatMinister of cults as mentioned by Tom,
but of a governmental concern of this question adave in France and why not in the U.K.
It is a wish that one can hope to attain, thatumoge, and that is the subject of my interven-
tion, the authorities should take into accountdtk phenomenon. Quite simply because the
cult phenomenon touches the essential core, ilmahudignity, human rights; it is a real issue
of society, it is a combat against totalitarianistrattacks the most vulnerable of people and



in particular children as you pointed out, Audréfyis a real issue of society to which gov-
ernments cannot remain indifferent.

We can find comfort in the fact that in some Eumpeountries this awareness has
come about. | had a chance of testing this orotieasion of missions for MIVILUDES in a
certain number of capitals in Europe. Germany wasys extremely vigilant with regard to
the cult phenomenon. It is within the German Miyisif the Family that this activity is or-
ganised and coordinated. Belgium, of course, i®xample quite comparable with that of
France, but there remains much to be done and ithdhe reason which prompted
MIVILUDES to promote the idea of a European coopersin this field.

This idea is not new when one recalls the histdrihe fight against cult excesses in
Europe which goes as far back as 1984 and ther&irt on the subject presented to the
European Parliament by the British MEP, Richardt@bdtand of other reports which fol-
lowed: i.e. Berger and Nastase reports and cergiolutions which were voted by the Euro-
pean Parliament. Unfortunately, one has to adiis, question has always remained at an
intended proposal level but Europe never set upruectare or initiated a programme on a
European scale. Why on a European scale? Obviaudfyorganizations take no notice of
national borders and if they are allowed to sdtely in some States and commit, what is
considered elsewhere as an attack on freedom andrhrights, we have a real problem. We
have to be aware of this though it would be pregumys to draw conclusions concerning
certain countries. Perhaps would we be capablunope because we are a continent of hu-
man rights to at least agree on a minimum, a mimrtiweshold as it were?

That is why | went to Vienna in Austria to meet NKjaerum, Director of the The
European Union Agency for Fundamental Rights. alised that few people knew of this
Agency, because it is recent, it is in fact thecegsor to the European Monitoring Centre on
Racism anti-Semitism and Xenophobia which transéatniself in 2007 into the European
Agency of Fundamental Rights and works within ttaerfework of the European Union.

Let’s simply start with that. What country could/s&/e do not want to take an inter-
est in question of minors in cults"? In the namevbat could a country say such a thing? Is
there an organization in Europe whether politid@nhominational, religious, commercial or
whatever which would be above the Rule of law? t&elly not! The rights of the child were
recognized and affirmed on an international leveha International Convention of the rights
of the child in New York in 1989, ratified by thedvhber States of the European Union and
integrated in the nations’ legislative corpus.Fhance it is the case. We do nothing more than
apply the law, we require that children should hgtled to receive an education, to become
free citizens capable of drawing their own judgetable to become free enlightened citi-
zens in society and not locked up in isolated comtias.

Children also have the right to health care. It \ddae too time consuming to give you
a list of cases. I'll just tell you about one retease treated by a penal court in France. It con-
cerned parents who were condemned some time agidasimple reason that the mother
followed a very strict vegan diet in the name ofideology whilst nursing her child. This
obviously weakened the child who died because igtefallowed by the mother deprived him
of the nutrients he needed to develop.

We know many examples like this of children who én@uffered because of certain
beliefs and | believe that if we join forces hemeBritain today and that FECRIS backs this
project, FECRIS must support this project. You aneNGO in Special consultative status
with the Economic and Social Council of United as you have the means to make your-
selves heard. Contact all your members in the réiffiecountries. | called upon UNADFI and
CCMM. You must also become an NGO with this EuespAgency of Fundamental Rights.
You should at least do as well as the large cultelvhave managed to integrate these Inter-
national institutions so as to denigrate the astiiat we project. We are fighting a battle and
| have no doubt that you can wage this battle. Wiledo all in our power to prepare a pro-
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gramme at European level on minors in cults, e/@ng only a basic one like the one we are
suggesting. This project counts very much for ri¢hen | was a Member of Parliament |

chaired a Parliamentary Committee on Children itsCuWe estimated that 60 000 to 80 000
children were exposed to the cult phenomenon ind&aThis could be a first step.

| would also like to add because it's very topittedt, last week, MIVILUDES submit-
ted its annual progress report to the Prime Ministhis report has had a considerable echo in
the country because we have, | believe, touched qoestion about which little is known,
neglected by the public authorities. The questibralbthose health charlatans who in the
name of an ideology, of a pseudo-belief deprivéndividual of a chance of survival through
undue influence and interruption of medical care Ndve an important withess here, Natha-
lie De Reuck who, courageously, made known the @abrabhd the tragic fate of her mother:
deceased because she had met the wrong peopléangien she realized what was hap-
pening, it was too late for her. She will tell yabout it herself. It is important. Your testi-
mony is essential because it strikes opinion, bexdlhese events are not imaginary: one is
speaking about true, true sufferings and of trueatges.

MIVILUDES published a report and the authoritidse tgovernment did not remain
inactive. This has been an exceptional year ind&amour field of interest, a critical point. In
2009 we passed into a higher gear, from the withéke proposals to concrete realisations.

I would like to quote three or four examples:

We created in 2009 a new specialized police ttedl CAIMADES - Cell of Assistance
and of Intervention with Regards to Cultic Excessescludes specialised investigators: 6
civil servants (police and gendarmerie) who hawedbmpetence to investigate into cases of
undue influence.

We have at last set up, within the Ministry of hleal group of experts of which
MIVILUDES is a member with other public institutisnresponsible for the monitoring of
the many psychotherapies which flower everywherm @marged with their evaluation. To
detect those which are dangerous and those whechadrand to inform the citizens, because
we consider that it is the authorities’ respongipilo inform the citizens, after that they are
free to do what they like. | tell people “MIVILUDE® neither a “thought” police nor a
“health” police, we act as a thermometer, we dragvalarm bells in the name of the govern-
ment, then it is up to the elected representatiieeshe associations and to each individual
citizen to take their responsibilities.

Finally, in 2009, we created a legal frame for tikle of “psychotherapist” which pre-
viously allowed any charlatan to put up a profesaiplate and drag poor, insufficiently in-
formed and trustful people, trustful in this titdé psychotherapist, along with them in their
madness and their ideology. Now, to become a ps$lgerapist in France, it is necessary to
fill certain conditions, there is a control. Inagbn with this subject, | am very concerned by
a certain number of medical practitioners who dbtuzave recourse to unproven practises.
There, | believe that we have a very strong adimooarry out with the Medical Council and
with the Ministry of Health to encourage them tdytup their house.

This year we also reformed vocational training. Yall know vocational training
which conveys a great deal of money, 25 billionogarFrance, is an entry point of cults into
businesses. We therefore reformed vocational trgimthich now has stricter controls of all
the organizations of coaching, of personal develmmvhich are often are other names for
cultic organizations.

As you can see we have not been inactive. Whemigadlwill, true political will ex-
ists, and | must say, that in France, we are pally consensual on this question. There is no
left or right ideology here as we agree on an dsgddapic: the protection of individuals. This
topic unites us whatever political colour we belong

Thus the message that | came to bring you is thatwill of Matignod and of
MIVILUDES is to continue to support the action dEERIS and to congratulate you, dear
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Tom Sackville, to have accepted this significardgpansibility, you know this subject and
have had an important political office.

For FECRIS, for all those here who fight voluntariwvho give freely of their time,
your presidency of FECRIS, dear Tom Sackville, griaeless encouragement! It is extraor-
dinary to have found someone of your quality anpgeeience and who furthermore has the
quality of being British. In this field, that hassanificance and | believe, that in Britain too,
some progress could be made to better protect stggttacks on rights and freedoms acquired
with such difficulty.

It should add also, that | need your support toycaut the ambitious project of devel-
oping a European programme. Let it be known, carttéis European Agency, show them
that you support this initiative. If we succeedhrs together, we will have made very impor-
tant progress toward the defence of freedom andafionental rights.

Thank you once again. | wish you really a very @nirig day which will mark the ac-
tion that we are carrying out together.

1 Official residence of the Prime Minister

Cults and Terrorism

Masoud Banisadr(UK), Author and formerly of the People’s Mujahedif Iran/
sazman-e moghedin-e khalg-e &n

Abstract: In this speech | will argue; first thei® a difference between Terrorism as an iso-
lated violent act committed by an individual, netated to any terrorist group, or as one of
many different activities or tactics of a popularpmlitical organisation from one hand with a
Terrorist organisation on the other hand. Then Ihargue that any terrorist organisation
either is a destructive cult or to survive has mian but eventually to change into one. Fi-
nally | define a destructive cult and conclude Byplaining that facing a terrorist organisa-
tion is completely different from facing the prohlef terrorism and violence and if we are
serious to get rid of this ugly phenomena we hawmterstand destructive cults and through
that understanding face terrorist organisations.

Terrorism:

Terrorism in my view is a social disease like attyeo, such as murder, rubbery, rape or theft;
cause to its existence not only lies in social [@ols such as poverty or unemployment, but
injustice in any form and shape. It has been wdlsince beginning of civilization and unfor-
tunately will remain with us as long as there ig kimd of injustice in any society.

It disgusts us to remember it, to think aboutni] @ven more, if anyone tries to under-
stand it and find the logic behind it.

Like any other disease; for terrorism, we eithar ight symptoms, prescribing a very
strong pain killer that can harm healthy part ajastism as well; or we can try to understand
it, to find the cause of it and seek to find a @& long lasting solution for that.

Unfortunately as usual governments have a halgbwofg for the former one and only
when they are forced by public opinion and demawmidisgo for the latter one. This is why
most of government’s policies toward terrorism airaing to face terrorists, rather than cause
of terrorism.

Well my talk today is not about terrorism in gendrat terrorist organisations in par-
ticular and their metamorphosis into destructiviéscu
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Organised crime versus isolated crime:
Importance of doctrine or cause for an isolated crne versus organised crime:

When a crime changes into an organised crime; nigtibwill mature and will intensify but
its nature and its attributes will alter as webthhetimes into even opposite of its original
form. For example if poverty and unemployment dre nain causes of theft and rubbery;
therefore facing poverty and unemployment mightidish or at least lessen those kind of
crimes; in organised crime, although still exiseeraf these problems helps new mafias to
recruit new members, but facing poverty or unemmiegt can not resolve the problem of
organised crime, as now its strength depends teatter and sophistication of its organisation
and not original causes of its existence. Well Isame most of you have seen the movie ‘The
God Father’ and have enjoyed it and there is nal i@eme to elaborate more on this point.
What | conclude is that, although cause for anaigal crime is the main reason for its exis-
tence and resolving it will diminish or at leastlvi@ssen it; in organised crime, cause will
loose its importance and will not play the samesiee rule in existence or none existence of
the organisation.

Back to terrorism; let me give you an example: aithh MEK that | was member of
born with an ideology based on Islam and Marxisih @&cruit with anti Imperialism and anti
Zionism and social justice slogans; and later dfterrevolution, when | along tens of thou-
sands more students of schools and universitiaggoit, used any ills, any injustice or lack of
freedom that existed in Iran, to recruit; but aftechanged into a terrorist organisation and
then into a destructive cult, its survival, itsemal strength had nothing to do with either of
causes of its existence, its original slogans, lmatwas happening in Islamic world or in Iran.
To survive and to fulfil the leader's dreams, cangrto their nationalistic slogans; during
Iran-lIragq war, they collaborated with Sadam Hussaid hand in hand with Iragi army they
fought with Iran. Sadam’s generous assistance t&MiBancial help, free land to build their
bases in, sophisticated armament etc; didn’t meahMEK will be loyal to their host, when
they saw American army, they announced their readirio help Americans and fight along
side of new victorious armi§*. All said it doesn’t mean that MEK now is goinghe loyal
toward American; because cults are not loyal to pangner or friend, ideology, policy, slo-
gan, agreement but only those that help their gahand their goal’'s advancement.

As matter of fact for me as for almost all membafter MEK'’s ideological revolution
(the name they gave to their brain washing tectesd)y Iran and Islam where not important
any more; or at least not nearly as important asettistence and success of the organisation
and its leader. Then in a letter to the leadermlared this change in myself and other mem-
bers by admitting that if they ask us to choosevbeh happiness and success of Iranian and
Muslims in one hand and victory of our leader arlyere around the world even if he be-
comes president of Zimbabwe, we all will choosel#teer one. Of course then our logic was
based on this assumption that if our leader findsothold anywhere in the world, soon he
can expand his influence and can save the whol&lhaod change the history. Yes MEK was
and still is using any ills that might exist in riréo recruit, for propaganda purposes and for
legitimisation of its existence, but for its membevhat is happening in Iran or as matter of
fact in the whole world outside, is not slightly iasportant as their internal relations, their
absolute loyalty and obedience toward the leader.

In case of Al-Qaeda, | can claim the same thinghéf misery and hardship of Pales-
tinians, the existing injustice against them andamdlitional support of the United States for
actions of Israel is one of the main causes ofatisfaction of Muslims toward west in gen-
eral and the United States in particular and asalt this is one of the main effective tools of
recruitment by terrorist organisations; still in emaginary situation, if this problem can be
resolved, in my view we might be able to stop AleQa to recruit more, but we can not claim
victory over the organisation. As the only way dedtive cults such as MEK or Al-Qaeda
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can for good leave violence behind, is either duneir victory over the whole world or their
total annihilation. Cult of personality of Hitles ean example that the world has not forgotten
yet.

Terrorist organisations to survive have no alternaive but to change into a destructive
cult:

| will call an organization a terrorist organizatid its only tactic, or at least its main tactic,
for reaching its goal is an act of terrorism. Aaling to this definition, | will not call any
government or popular political organizations, eviethey use terrorism to deal with their
enemies, terrorists because they are dealing lhiér problems of the society as well; terror-
ism is not their sole tactic or the pillar of thattions in dealing with their daily problems and
objectives.

In a paper recently published by Cultic Studiesi®e\; | argued: ‘If the organiza-
tion’s sole or main tactic is terrorism, soonefater it must begin changing the morality of its
members because it cannot match the morality o$dleesty from which they have come. The
organization must either change the member’s nigrahd belief system or accept factions
within and defections from the group on a largdest@herefore soon or late, to hold on to
their members, to keep them away from emotionalraadhl influence of family, friends and
society, Terrorist organisations have no choicetbusolate their members at least psycho-
logically and if they can physically from wider sety and start the process of mind manipu-
lation of members under different name and preféhis is the path toward changing com-
pletely into a destructive cult.

As an example of how morality and rule of conduch derrorist organisation contra-
dicts the society’s customs, culture, faith andbldgy, | can mention suicide operations of
MEK that started on summer 1981, for example thiengiof Ayatollah Madani, a religious
representative of Khomeini in TabfZ.and another suicide operation, the killing of Aykth
Dastghayb, a religious representative of KhomeémBhiraz® By the way, if | am not mis-
taken, these are either the first or among thé¢ $wscide operations of Muslims in modern
times!® Another significance of this operation at Shiraasvthat, for the first time, a female
operative and not a male had performed a terroaisnm a Muslim country. Other significant
aspects of these operations that were totally agenorals of the society, included:

* Breaking the taboo of suicide. Muslims, like Gitians, believe suicide is a great sin, and
the one who commits it is worthy of going to hell.

* Breaking the principal related to taking no antim public places. Other innocent people
were among the deatHs.

* The fact that many suicide bombers killed thastims during Friday sermons, where the
Mosque and any place in which people pray traddignare considered as sanctuaries. Ac-
cording to the religious rulings, even churches syrthgogues are safe from violence.

* The fact that they killed a member of the clergpy, Ayatollah, an old honcombatant per-
son—again, along with women and children, all podkil by Islamic law and principléS.

As you can see, when your tactic and strategy asatgsolely terrorism, you cannot
be bound by popular morals and tradition, or rdesonduct of any faith or culture. Ironi-
cally, although | can not disagree more with mahgtatements of President Bush and Mr.
Blair, still | have to say that | agree totally lvithem in claiming that Terrorist organisations
(but not all those who use terrorism as one of mantheir tactics) are against our way of
living, our democracy and our freedom. Althoughal/é to add that terrorist organisations as
well as almost all destructive cults not only agaiast Western values but they are against
morals and values of all modern, civilized socgti® be Eastern or Western doesn’t make
any difference. Of course they benefit fully fromivancement of science or any existence of
freedom and democracy or any avenue open to thediffarent societies to recruit and to
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advertise themselves, as Al-Qaeda and MEK bendfit from modern technology such as
Internet, Mobile phones, ... for propaganda purposhsy might even go as far as introduc-
ing themselves as champion of modern values inotudemocracy, freedom or equality, as
MEK does. But when it comes to their internal rielas, they easily show their real colour
and how much do they hate these values. And if fedald they reach to power using the
same democracy as Hitler did, they will create lofdlictatorship and atrocity unseen in any
civilization.

When a group due to bypassing people’s moral aheesaloses the support of wider
society, its members and organizational suppotterdme more importafit. Then the or-
ganization faces this dilemma: What should it dthwihe morality and beliefs of its members
and supporters? After all, they are, or were, adinndividuals from the same society, bound
by the same code of morality and beliefs, and nesipte at least in front of their family and
friends.

The answer for any organization at this point ahsition is obvious: “Change them or
lose them.%

To change morality, set of beliefs, character aabgnality of members; terrorist or-
ganisations have no alternative but to start tloegss of mind manipulation of the members.
Either they can do that, which in this case thely éve all essential elements of being a de-
structive cult or they can’'t and they will factiolace major defections, and eventually have
no choice but to change their tactics and thereti@esform themselves from a terrorist or-
ganisations into something else, perhaps a pdlica such as IRA in Ireland or disintegrate
completely like Pykar; a Marxist organisation, dfsleoot of MEK that could not change into
a cult and eventually had to publicly announcelissolution.

Terrorist organisations versus destructive cults, \Wwich one is worse?

Yes in my view Terrorist organisations have no chdiut to change into a destructive cult,
but will they change into something better, moreeptable or worse? Which one is worse to
be? A terrorist organisation or a destructive clit™y view a destructive cult; because of
two main reasons:
1- when an organisation changes into a destructivg it is not any more abided by any
norm, morality or rule. Its doctrine and rule ofndoicts can change easily at any minute to
serve two essential goals of the cult; survival araterialization of leader’s childish dream.
Therefore even if a cult forced to leave violensdta main tactic behind, as MEK disarmed
by American forces had to do 88;still they can switch back to terrorism at anyéitiey
can and they need to. In contrast, organisatiompftype, even terrorist ones (before chang-
ing into a cult) are loyal to set of idea and piptes or at least aims and objectives, as for
example IRA’s goal was to unite Ireland, thereflreome extent they are predictable, reach-
able, dialog-able and perhaps even it is possleftuence their policies and change them
into more peaceful and democratic type of groupings
2- The second reason why I think it is more diffi¢o face destructive cults rather than any
other type of organisations is due to change ofatttar of members of destructive cults. One
of the slogans of MEK'’s leaders was that we havehinge into an ant, learn from ant to be
selfless and act instinctively as our leader wiswewithout any doubt or question. If MEK’s
leaders openly and bluntly were mentioning and dehma this ancient desire of all tyrants
from their members; it doesn’t mean that those dtw't mention it don’t pave their way to
achieve it. In my view this is the goal and objeetof all destructive cults and this is why it is
too difficult to face these groups.

It is very difficult for us in wider society withammal life to understand a suicide
bomber In London, Madrid or New York; as it wasfidiilt for tenth century Iranian people,
Western Crusaders and rulers of that time to utal®issuicide actions of cult of Assassins.
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Then their rationalization for Assassin’s actionaswthat they have been narcotised by per-
haps Hashish where their given name comes from.tAese days | am hearing from some
experts that suicide bombers kill themselves toogoaradise for perhaps beautiful Hories. In
my view both are wrong; perhaps assassins werg ssime sort of narcotics or some mod-
ern suicide bombers think they can satisfy thexuaé desires more after death than while
they are alive but the main reason is that membiedestructive cults change; they gradually
loose their selfhood; their individuality, theirstmct for self preservation and even self pro-
duction; they loose their personal character, fulas, and even emotions; and instead of all
that, they become absolute loyal and obedientvi@oof the leader. And in my view this is
why it is too difficult to face them and stop thefhey will become like one of those shape-
shifter characters of some fiction movies. One narihey are smiling, kind, happy person
and minutes later they can change into an angolemi and merciless individual, able to
harm anybody and kill even innocent children. Tlaeg not predictable and recognizable.
They don’t have set of believes that we can undedsthem as a basis for discussion and per-
haps negotiation. They don’'t have personal desiceveeakness that can be used to change
them. They seek pain, hardship, and even deatkftinerthey can not be threatened as they
welcome to be a ‘victim of the wider society’s a&ites and Martyr for the leader and his
slogans. Therefore none of conventional methodeafidg with criminals is useful in facing
members of destructive cults. Later | will try tgpéain my answer to this problem.

Terrorism - resurrection of an ancient feature of eestructive cults

Above | argued; all Terrorist organisations to sugvas ‘Terrorism’ pillar of their strategy or
their only or main activity have no choice but tange into a destructive cult. But opposite is
not always true. Not all destructive cults arereot@st organisation.

While destructive cults are not necessarily testsristill terrorism is not new feature
of them. Perhaps the oldest one recorded in hista@ryealots who fought against Romans in
48 AD*Z. Zealots perhaps were also pioneer of mass suaitien. When Eleazar Their
leader found out that there is no way that he cam asked all members to kill themselves.
Centuries later we could see repeat of their adgtidWaco and Jones Town. Another example
or perhaps one of the long lasting terrorist cwis Thuggee; Thuggee stranglers preyed
upon India until finally suppressed in the mid néenth century by the Britidh

But perhaps the most famous Terrorist cult, ancestEK and Al-Qaeda are Assas-
sind®!, who gave us the word AssassinatidnAs MEK and Al-Qaeda that start recruiting
with anti American slogans, Assassins recruited tiiembers with excuse of occupation of
Iran first by Arabs and then by Turks in tenth centAD.

While they used nationalistic slogans for recrgtias a cult they soon showed that
nothing is important for them but the survival gmdgress of the cult. As MEK to survive
and progress, collaborated with the enemies ofdtech as Sadam Hussein of Iraq; Assassins
too, to survive and progress they were preparedorlx along side any body including work-
ing with Arabs against Turks; with crusaders evgod-less’ Mongols against Arab Muslims
and then easily change side again for cause afuthe@nd not people or country or fatth

As other cults their doctrine, in this case Islamsvas important for them as it was
useful to recruit, and when it wasn't, they coufduege it in any way they wishéd.

To change their members into a kiling machine,imghe same as MEK and Al-
Qaeda they used only two concepts of Islam; Jilmald\dartyrdom with their twisted interpre-
tation and ignoring Islamic rules of cond€t The same as MEK and Al-Qaeda they showed
they have no respect for human life and to purbee goals they killed any body on their
way, anywhere, even old religious rfféhduring pray time in a mosg4®@.

As MEK and perhaps Al-Qaeda and all other destractults; to brainwash their
members and to alter them from an individual intallng machine; following leader’s order
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instinctively, without slightest question or doutiiey had to have full control over sexuality
of their members. While MEK or David Koresh ordesdidmembers to divorce their spouses
and forget about sex for life and after life; Assas used to castrate their young suicide kill-
ers.

How do | define destructive cults?

At this point | would like briefly explain how dodefine destructive cults:

Destructive cults according to my definition haverf essential ingredients or elements:
1-charismatic leader:

Unlike some experts who define cults and categahiee according to their ideology or doc-
trine, my definition of cults starts with its leadeather than its doctrine. This is the leader
with his childish ego and Narcissist character, whonot fulfil his unrealistic needs and ma-
terialise his gigantic ambitions in the real wotlcht creates his toy-like mini-world in psy-
chological or physical isolation of members frone thider society within a destructive cult.
In my view cult leaders are completely differendnfr ordinary political leader because of
their attributes such as: Charisma and charm, sssen or childlike ego, their superiority
complex, their need for worshippers and their loresls.

This is the leader, who to attract and recruitigiss, needs to have a cause, a doctrine

or an ideology. Cause or doctrine for a cult leader mean and not the aim or objective. He
or she chooses his or her doctrine according tqthic beliefs, needs, injustices, existing
ills of the society, or groaning of the pool thatwants to fish from. Their objective is to find
worshippers, toys of their dream childish world,cteate that world and unite their internal
ego with the external one. What they choose ass&anr ‘doctrine’ is not important and no
cult leader feels obliged to be loyal toward hignary messages or objectives.
2-Black and white doctrine, objective or cause:
Unlike some expert explaining doctrine or ideolagydestructive cults, | will not name or
define them according to their superficial and imh&y say hypocritical common factors with
pcr)rg])[illlar beliefs such as Christianity, Islam or eidgologies such as Nationalism or Marx-
is :

Therefore according to my definition of destructimgts, what they choose to call
their doctrine, however they define it, and no erattow loyal they seem to be toward it, or
how steadfastly they seem to observe the faithig®t are not as important as the common
factors of doctrine in all destructive cults. Atmies such as believing in the world of black
and white; their exclusiveness; (versus inclusigenef other social groupings; who might
have some dogma but their members and followerfreeeto do anything even though there
are guidelines to observation of a few things; edegmas of most extreme religion’s follow-
ers are limited and can be numbered while desticiilts have dogma on everything except
perhaps a very few aspects of life. In other walisaspects of life of a destructive cult's
member are decided by the leader. The member h&atsewom of choice on anything beyond
a few very limited aspects of their lives. Othemroon factors in their doctrines are: Their
stealth and deception or belief in the idea thatethd justifies the means.
3-Totalistic organisation
While the organisation is not even as important@strine of the cult and not certainly as
important as method of mind manipulation that tediders use to change their disciples from
who they are into their ideal worshipper, and thHotlgey can easily due to size and circum-
stances change the shape of their organisatidinywstican see some similarities between dif-
ferent destructive cult’s organisations. Similastisuch as that all are totalitarian, therefore
there is no room for democracy, serious questiordoabt or criticism toward the leader and
his or her orders; Ironic discipline; Hard work;t@momy from wider society; secrecy and
surveillance; membership for life or closed exibdo In case of Al-Qaeda; although it has
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changed into some sort of franchise, still in eVétle cell of Al-Qaeda franchise we can find
this common elements of the organisation of destreicults.

4-Mind manipulation

Cult leaders, in order to build their childish wbdnd to satisfy their tendency toward ‘all or
nothing’, have no choice but to isolate themselweg their little world psychologically and
physically (if they can) and find ways to changeefrmen and women recruited from the
wider society into toy like objects of their dreavorld. These kinds of gurus have no choice
but to use some sort of method of mind manipulatidhey are to keep their toy like disci-
ples in a very narrow and absolute line, without guestion, any doubt, any restraint or con-
tradiction, any private or personal belief, prinejpdesire, hope, dream or thought and even
emotion and feeling; to change them so they cafiedéle enough for their game or their
play.

Whenever we talk about mind manipulation, suddemyface two extremes; on the
one hand those who deny the existence of any s@thaals; and on the opposite side those
who call simple influence techniques of recruitibgainwashing’; they call members of any
cults, even non-destructive ones ‘Zombies’ or ‘miae’. | personally don’t believe that there
is any method in existence that caally brainwash a person, overcoming the effects of
gene or early education by parents and societystiggte the core character and personality of
a person. That being said, | have seen changesyaiwn personality and hundreds if not
thousands of other members of MEK through the tiskfi@rent methods of mind manipula-
tion; therefore | am a strong believer in the etise of methods that can change character,
personality, the system of beliefs and the peroeptif selfhood, in a person. These methods
can push a person out of the driving seat of hisesrown will into passenger seat, and force
a surrender to the leader, almost completely. iemtioned, | don’t believe that a person can
change into, for example, a ‘Zombie’ or a ‘machjri®it at the same time | have to say that
comparing those who use these kinds of words iridesg cult members with those who
deny the existence of mind manipulation methods,fthmer view in my opinion are much
closer to the reality than the latter. Yes, | bedieeal, loyal, obedient members of destructive
cults are much closer to an ‘ant’ that Rajavi wdntis to be, or a ‘Zombie’ or a ‘machine’
than the free men and women that we see in a wl@ety, even in a dictatorship, despite all
the constraints that might exist on their free will

To explain mind manipulation | have divided it intbree different categories or
phases. Firstly, use of rational and influence neglres for changing new recruit’s beliefs, as
well as a tool for recruitment. After changing @ts beliefs, the cult leader's main task will
be how to stabilise or freeze new beliefs, and tmweutralise the new recruit's tendency to
return to his previous system of beliefs due togressure of his personality and his feelings
toward his old way of life, family and friends. Bhis achieved mainly via isolation and
change of behaviour that | call mind control. Nertprder to fulfil his desire to change free
men and women into fully transformer-like toys tlbah be bent and shaped as he wishes, a
destructive cult leader has to change the dis@pladividual personality into the collective
cult-personality; this is carried out mainly by e of emotion that | call brainwashi

Facing Terrorist cults is different from facing terrorism:

As | explained, when a terrorist organisation clesngito a destructive cult; its original doc-

trine, ideology or cause is not nearly as importmit was for members when they were re-
cruited, this is the main difference between indiinl terrorists, or organisations that use ter-
rorism as one of many of their tactics in one hand Terrorist organisations on the other
hand. Two decisive elements for survival of degiveccults are: 1- the leader and 2- the sys-
tem of mind manipulation. Therefore while in onentido deal with individual terrorists and

other type of organisation we can reason, educk@, and even negotiate, in short use all
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political and rational means to persuade them agdeviolence and terrorism as one of their

tactics behind and use political means to pursei tfoals; on the other hand in dealing with

destructive cults including terrorist organisatiase of these means are in vain.

Again while in former ones we have to recognizertbemmitment to their doctrine or
goal and use it as a strong and decisive basealtaration, reasoning, showing the contradic-
tions, and even negotiation; in latter ones thgédsy mistake is to recognize them for exam-
ple as Muslim, Christian Nationalist or Marxistpesially publicly and even worse to accept
them as NRM or new spokespersons of those faidolagjies or even causes. Unfortunately
this was the biggest mistake of Western politicraegdia and even some academics and intel-
lectuals after 9-11 who recognized Al-Qaeda as Musind worse those who labelled them
as Islamist or even some who equalled their prapdayeand their actions with Islam. |
strongly believe that these people with callingréest organisations, Muslim and not a de-
structive cult have advocated and helped them,vwraythat they couldn’t even dream of it.
They could gain sympathy of many Muslims who wembappy with for example policies of
west toward Israel-Palestinian conflict; Osma bexdhe second most named of new born
boys in Arab countries, and Al-Qaeda recruited asyryoung unsatisfied, confused Muslims
as they didn’t know how to educate, organize aredthhem. | hope one day at least those who
equalled Al-Qaeda with Islam realise what have ttieye and how they have changed into
biggest advocates of terrorist organisations anpetudly are forced at least to apologize from
hundred of thousands of victims of recent terroregsound the world.

To face terrorist organisations we have to resededrn and understand their strong
points, the most important of all to understand rHbey manipulate mind of their disciples
and neutralize them. In my view the most impor&etents of their mind manipulations are
1-psycological and perhaps physical isolation off mecruits from wider society. And 2-use
of strong emotion of Muslims in general and youngsifms in particular toward what is hap-
pening in the Islamic world.

1 - Psychological isolation: In above mentionedg¥ap | have tried to show how destructive
cults in general and Terrorist cults in particuteeate phobia, paranoia, hate and disgust
toward outside world and in this way psychologigablate their new recruits from wider
society and dehumanise or sub-humanise none menmbeicrtunately again after 9/11
Western governments, and media not only didn’tdrpeutralize this elements but on the
contrary to satisfy public opinion that they arealtteg with the problem, in a way, they
even greatly helped Terrorist Organisations inasogl their members from wider soci-
ety. To face these elements we have to understealise, and recognize that within any
members of a destructive cut, there is a dyingviddal thirsty of a little encouragement,
kindness, understanding, and helping hand to serand to save itself. Let me give you
two examples of my own. When after being awakenfore than 24 hours, | was travel-
ling from Paris to Washington; in the plane an laldy sitting beside me when saw how
tired | am, showed a little kindness and understantbward me and for example kept
my lunch for me till | woke up. Another example whkinjured myself by falling from a
step, because of my back problem, a friend who medsa member of MEK helped me
and cared about my wound. You can not imagine theedittle genuine understanding
and kindness how much helped me in breaking the ade¢hat we as members of MEK
are above all and helped me to neutralize the adleiehumanisation or sub-humanisation
of outsiders in my mind. Imprisoning, insulting,at@g, water-boarding, torturing, mem-
bers of destructive cults, will weaken those dyimdjvidual and will strengthen his or her
cultic or collective personality, making him moteadfast in whatever he or she is doing.
Perhaps for the safety of general public we canamotd random stop and search policy,
perhaps we have to arrest and imprison some evemdigke, but these are not as impor-
tant or as damaging as what do we do after stoppiregresting a potential recruit of a
destructive cult. If we educate public in genenad @¢he police and the politician and the
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media in particular that members of destructivascare victims and not criminals, in
need of psychological help and not punishment, thencan face this problem without
creating new victims and martyrs for destructiviiscto recruit and brainwash their mem-
bers even more.

2- Emotion: Yes in the west we might not be abldd much about Muslim’s feelings and if
| may say Human feelings toward what is happenimogired the world, injustices, dis-
criminations and atrocities. We cannot stop ourienéa show these news and if we do as
sometimes our media does, in my view we make thgdsit mistake of all as not only we
acknowledge terrorist organisation’s arguments, veitignore our own values and dis-
credit ourselves as free, democratic and fair $gicés a result we encourage not only po-
tential young recruits of terrorist cults towardeahative information sources, but we will
push them even more toward being educated arattitl toward violent means of facing
their emotions. In my view we have to be at leastogate of our own values, our liberty,
our democracy, our freedom, and our fairness. We @ diminish any need for alterna-
tive terrorist or cultic source of information bwipg first hand real news of injustices
ourselves. We have to understand, and recognizgi@mof people especially young
Muslims toward injustices, discriminations, andaities then educate them, show them,
and facilitate them toward alternative means foeating their emotions. Recently | saw a
documentary in Channel Four under title of ‘Britaifslamic Republic??; in this docu-
mentary producer and presenter of the program vititey view had some right and just
and correct point of view, unfortunately at the satime was trying to ‘reveal’ and ‘dis-
credit’ those who are trying to find their voice British parliament by arguing that they
are trying to infiltrate or influence Labour pauy introduce their own candidate for par-
liamentary election. Well | hope | am wrong andcdésliting actions of those who seek to
find a political avenue as an answer to cry of ¢hgsung people, was not the intention of
producers of that program as | believe this is #éxa¢hat we have to do, encouraging and
showing young Muslims how can they direct their &om their feel of responsibility,
their need of doing something against injusticeamvpeaceful and political means and
prove to them that this can work and is the rigithgoward long lasting solution of the
ills of the modern world.

1 In RAND report; Pages 10 and 11; it has been dtafthe MEK insisted that it dispatched a letterD®S
(U.S. Department of State) in February 2003 deutpits intention to be a neutral party during thgpénding
invasion of Irag and stating that it would not fire coalition forces, even in self-defence. It atlomed to have
offered to fight on behalf of the coalition. (RANDNational Defense Research Institute; is a noffitpmesearch
organisation providing objective analysis and dffecsolution that address the challenges faciegpiiiblic and
private sectors around the world. Its report; ditlhe Mujahedin-e Khalq in Iraq; A Policy Conuadr 2009’
was sponsored by Office of the Secretary of Defafsie United States of America. The full repaancbe
found in: http://www.rand.org/pubs/monographs/MGg)’1

2 To learn more about MEK and their ideologicalaletion you can refer to either MASOUD; Memoirsaof
Iranian Rebel; Published by SAQI Book; 2004. Thedited version of my memoirs also can be found gn m
website: http://www.banisadr.info/mylifestory.ht@r you can read ‘The Iranian Mojahedin’ publishgd¥Yale
University press New Haven and London — 1989 writig Ervand Abrahamian; professor of history atuga
College, City University of New York.

Bl ‘Terrorist Organizations Are Cults’; Masoud BamisaCultic Studies Review, Vol. 8, No. 2, 2009, BPYou
can also see this article on my website at: httpuil.banisadr.info/ICSA2009.htm

4l MEK’s publication, Nashrieh ... December 11, 1981.

BIMEK'’s Publication, Nashrieh ... December 18, 1981.

Bl «gyicide terror predates the modern manifestatibcar bombs that began in Lebanon. It is neitieque to
the modern period nor confined to any single regiomeligion. The early historical antecedents efdrism
include the Jewish zealots and Sicarii in the fasttury AD, during the time of the Second Tempidil uts
destruction in 70 AD, The Hindu thugs in India frdhe time of Herodotus until 1836, the assassinthef
twelfth century, anti-colonial movements in Malaband the Japanese Kamikaze during World War lleBy
amining these early examples of terrorism we cafude certain general patterns that emerged and siraiv
larities between these early illustrations andrtizee recent phenomena. The common themes that erfrerg
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the early case studies provide a template of whhgappening today: the role of early educationr@ating ad-
herents, the appearance of charismatic and ambiteaders, disputes over occupied territory, aedwhys in
which religion was manipulated to induce follow¢oskill in the name of God” (from Dying to Kill byia
Bloom, p. 4).

1 Of course, whenever ordinary people were amongléiaghs, they used to name them as agents orcifties
regime, or Basiji (members of the mobilization teqam” Interesting, that among their terrorist adias at the
time, they claimed the explosion of three bombselto where Khomeini used to live (MEK'’s publicatio
Nashrieh, April 23, 1982) but denied other bomlzg there exploded and included casualties of orglipaople,
which could not be accepted even among MEK'’s owgawizational supporters. They claimed the acts were
done by the regime itself, (MEK’s publication Nagh;, September 10, 1982) or by another one (MEKislip
cation Nashrieh, October 8, 1982). But they werehasitant of even killing the manager of a staferey that
by law had to give a rental report for all tenaB®EK'’s publication Nashrieh, May 14, 1982), oe thead of a
local organization for helping farmers (MEK'’s pudation Nashrieh, July 23, 1982). As a matter of, facthe
view of MEK and its supporters, whoever was suppgrthe regime was criminal and worthy of beindedl
Later they changed very much as they started cerisg people were either with them or with the neg;
therefore, whoever is not with them is collabomgtinith the regime and worthy of being killed. THere,
within one year, they killed more than 2,000 peapte proudly announced it themselves (MEK'’s pulblicg
Nashrieh number 55; 24/9/1982 also in MEK’s pullara Mojahed Number 163; 4/8/1983 the number deHil
by MEK between 20th of June 1982 and 20th of JW@&8was announced as 2800 people.). Of course &ser
they gradually lost all their supporters in Irareda their being killed either by execution or ehgriarmed strug-
gle, they had to send terrorist teams from Iragrdfore, it was not so easy to target high offiiaind so they
started exploding oil pipe lines (MEK'’s publicatiMojahed, June 14, 1993) or putting bombs in pldigesthe
tomb of Khomeini, which could result in the killirgf ordinary people. (MEK's publication Boltan, @ber 16,
1992).

Bl The Rules of Jihad: Muslims generally realize thihad has its rules and conditions. In the Qu@uoy has
emphasized that no one should violate these rutdsoxerrule them. Abu Baker, the first Caliph afthe
prophet, referring to the Quran and the prophetisngs, instructed those who wished to considem#edves
Muslim soldiers, “Do not betray; do not carry gredgdo not deceive; do not kill children; do ndt &lderly;
do not kill women; do not destroy beehives or bilnem; do not cut down fruit bearing trees; do datighter
sheep, cattle, or camels except for food. You edline upon people who spend their lives in monasehkeave
them on what they have dedicated their lives..."r{frHeirs of the Prophet Muhammad by Barnaby Rogerson
p. 162). Furthermore, Ali, the fourth Caliph, set enore rules to put a stop to killing, includingfeguarding
POWs. He says, “No one turning his back shall besyeed; no one wounded shall be killed; whoevertisro
away his arms is safe.” Ali had pardoned with gazsin The dead from both sides were buried; onlyucag
arms and animals could be held as war booty (frams-bf the Prophet Muhammad by Barnaby Rogerson, p
298).

Bl «lwhen] Mojahedin realized that the second reviolutwas not at hand, and so began to prepare fop-a
longed armed struggle, organizational militancy rtowek precedence over political expediency. Han:anili-
tants became more important than “fair-weathenét#& and “fellow travelers”; the “quality” of memtemore
important than quantity of sympathizers, organaadl discipline more important than the appearafdater-
nal democracy, and ideological purity in the ramkl dile more important than frequent contacts vdthiside
sympathizers, especially if such sympathizers cauddtaminate the ordinary members. Thus, the oatwar
reaching attitude was replaced with an inward-logkattitude that treated allies as if they wereeptial ene-
mies. The new view perceived those who were ndy fok the Mojahedin as being against it. Havingaleed
those conclusions, the Mojahedin began to squekak-Hearted friends” out of the National Councilerse
former members of the National Council believe ttat Mojahedin could have ironed out its differeedth
Banisadr and the Kurdish Democratic Party. It dgstd Iranshahr when that paper [the Mojahedin] dldoe
publish a series of interviews with prominent exitaildly critical of the organization. It freely @esed critics of
being SAVAK agents.” (from Ervand Abrahamian, liamiMojahedin, p. 249)

19 Terrorist Organizations Are Cults’; Masoud Banisaultic Studies Review, Vol. 8, No. 2, 2009, R®B4,
165

1 1n RAND report we read: ‘After the 2003 invasiohlmq by United States and United Kingdom and ever
throw of Sadam Hussein's regime; MEK was forceguorender all its weapons. Since then the MEK cdaim
that it formally rejected the use of violence. #dugh there is limited documentary proof of thigidien in
either English or Farsi.” (RAND report 2009: httpasvw.rand.org/pubs/monographs/MG871/; The Mujahedlin
Khalq in Iraqg; P: 66) In the same report we rea ahat MEK'’s leaders when ever they felt theiatien with
Americans is in good shape, they asked for retéithesr arms.

12 7ealots: ‘Beginning in 48 AD, the Zealots carriedt terrorist campaigns to force insurrection agathe
Romans in Judea. These campaigns included the fuseasii (dagger-men), who would infiltrate Roman-
controlled cities and stab Jewish collaboratorRoman legionnaires with a sica, kidnap the stathefTemple
Guard for ransom, or poison their enemies. Thedsgustification for their killing of other Jewsas that their
acts demonstrated the consequences of the imnyoddlitollaborating with the Roman invaders, and cesqul
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the fact that the Romans could not protect theiiske collaborators.’” (Rex A. Hudson, 'The Sociol@nd psy-
chology of Terrorism: Who Becomes a Terrorist afyW Report prepared under an Interagency Agreement
the Federal Research Division, Washington DC: Guwent Printing Office, Library of Congress Septembe
1999, 14. Cited from Mia Bloom; 'Dying to Kill; Thallure of Suicide terror'; Columbia University Bs New
York; 2007; P: 8) ‘Zealots saw themselves as mgiaary catalysts who moved men by force of tlaida-
cious action, exploiting mass expectations thataaysmic messianic deliverance was imminent. dreegate a
mass uprising, they escalated the struggle by sktadics to manipulate fear, outrage, sympathy guidt.
Sometimes these emotional affects were provokedelrprist atrocities which went beyond the consahsu
norms governing violence; at other times, they waeduced by provoking the enemy into committingpeit
ties against his will (David C. Rapoport, Univeysitf California, Los Angeles; 'Fear and Trembliniggrrorism
in three religious traditions. The American PoltiScience Review, Vol. 78, No. 3 (Sep. 1984) péige Cited
from Mia Bloom; 'Dying to Kill; The Allure of Suicie terror'; Columbia University Press/ New YorkpZOPP:
9, 10.) Zealots and the Sicarii had designed tinetions to deliberately provoke a massive uprisi@gnsecutive
atrocities narrowed the prospects for a politicalmutually agreeable, solution serving to desthaycredibility
of moderates on both sides while steadily expanttiegconflict, which enlisted new participants.’a\d C.
Rapoport, University of California, Los Angelesed and Trembling," Terrorism in three religiowsdttions.
The American Political Science Review, Vol. 78, BaSep. 1984) page 672 Cited from Mia Bloom; '@yin
Kill; The Allure of Suicide terror'; Columbia Univeity Press/ New York; 2007; PP: 9, 10.) ‘Zeal@ders even
burned the food supply of their own forces duriegudalem's long siege as a show of religious dédicand in
an attempt to force God's hand to act against tmaRs. God would have no choice but to interveneéserve
his adherents. Divine intervention was not forthowmand many of Jerusalem's residents starved athde
Josephus' position was that the Zealots' tactics veeblame for all the calamities that befell desvish people
including their exile, expulsion, the massacregefish communities in Egypt and Cyprus, and théraeton
of the Second Temple. Finally, Josephus blamedntass suicide at Masada on Zealot intransigence.nWhe
Roman general Flavius Silva decided to attack Masddhe end of 72 AD, there were 960 insurgentsrafu-
gees in the fortress including men, women, anddodl. Silva surrounded the mountain with the tdRdman
legion plus auxiliaries. Once the fortress' fallsvilmevitable the following year, Eleazar, the lganfehe zealots,
persuaded Masada's defenders to engage in an metssfsuicide. (Two women and their five childrervived
to describe the events by hiding in a cave.) Trelde on Masada preferred to die by their own hatigder than
be captured by their Roman enemies. (JosephusJ&wish war, volume 7, 252 - 404; Paul Johnson,stohy
of the Jews -New York; Harper and Row, 1987- , 189; David Rapoport, personal correspondence \uih t
author, April 8, 2004. — Cited from Mia Bloom; 'Dg to Kill; The Allure of Suicide terror'; Columbidniver-
sity Press/ New York; 2007;P: 10, 11)

231 for more on Indian cults see Lung, Haha and @plser B. Prowant. Black Science: Ancient and Mader
Techniques of Ninja Mind Manipulation. Boulder, @ado: Paladin Press, 2001

14 «Assassin® (Hashishins) cult founded in Persid 090 by Hassan ibn Sabbah (“The old Man of theiMo
tain") . From his impregnable "Eagle's Nest" (Aldjneastle hidden in the mountains of Persia, Hassased
wave after wave of suicidal agents -spies and assasupon the world. Hassan'’s assassin cult haseimplate
for all secret societies, spy net works, and téstgroups that followed - down to the present diyis was the
original al Qaeda! In his time, Hassan used evenceivable tactic, torture, and tool, from magicmarder,
hashish and harlots, to dazzle and dirk enemy mitidte alike into doing his bidding. For Hassarl s assas-
sins, the end justified the means. The means e t&@nd treachery and the end was power. Mastgreshhift-
ers, whenever expedient, the Assassins made usbhefnants with heathen Hindus and allied themsekits
infidel Christian crusaders against their Muslinetbren. For Hassan, and the Assassin Grandmastersan-
tinued his lethal legacy, Islam was but a converiidarck curtain behind which to hide. Hassan's esra ruled
by subterfuge and slaughter for over two centunigsil invading Mongols broke the cult's back inréa in
1273. ... After the destruction of their Persian HIge Assassins continued to survive and thrive findia to
Syria, spawning "spin-off" groups and imitatorsisoas far -flung as Europe.’(Dr. Haha Lung; Mindn€ol;
The Ancient Art of Psychological Warfare'; Citadkkss Kensington; 2006; P:194)

L3l « by the 13 century, the word Assassin, in vari@nins, had already passed into European usaggsigén-
eral sense of hired professional murderer. TheeRtime chronicler Giovanni Villani, who died in 184tells
how the lord of Lucca sent 'his assassins' (i assassini) to Pisa to kill a troublesome enemyethéven ear-
lier, Dante, in a passing reference in the 19thaahthe Inferno, speaks of 'the treacherous assgto perfido
assassin); his fourteenth-century commentator Esocda Buti, explaining a term which for some esadt
the time may still have been strange and obscarearks: 'Assassino e' colui che uccide altrui @erad’ - An
assassin is one who kills others for money. Sihea tassassin' has become a common noun in maspedzur
languages. It means a murderer, more particularéywho kills by stealth or treachery, whose vicigna public
figure and whose motive is fanaticism or greedvds not always so. The word first appears in therghles of
the Crusades, as the name of a strange group diinviasctaries in the Levant, led by a mysterioggife
known as the Old Man of the Mountain, and abhorrbyttheir beliefs and practices, to good Christiamd
Muslims alike. ... * (Bernard Lewis; The AssassiAsRadical Sect in Islam; Poenix publication; 20832)
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‘Marco Polo, who passed through Persia in 1273akpg of the Assassins chief; Polo wrote: 'He hadsed a
certain valley between two mountains to be enclpaad had turned it into a garden, the largestraost beau-
tiful that ever was seen ... flowing freely with wiaed milk and honey and water; and numbers of sadie
the most beautiful damsels in the world, who cquilsy on all manner of instruments and sung mosetiye
and danced in a manner that it was charming toldeRor the Old Man desired to make his peopleehelithat
this was actually Paradise .... So when the Old Mauld have any Prince slain,' Polo continueswbald say
to such a youth: Go thou and slay so and so; arehwimou returnest, my Angels shall bear thee ist@éise.
And Should' st thou die nevertheless even so,llsgihd my Angels to carry thee back into ParadiséAnd in
this manner the Old One got his people to murdgraare whom he desired to get rid of. (Philip K.tHiThe
Assassins,' in George Andrews and Simon Vinkenedg.-, The Book of Grass: An Anthology on Indiamie
-London: Peter Owen, 1967-) Cited from: Mia Bloolying to Kill; The Allure of Suicide terror'; Colabia
University Press/ New York; 2007; PP: 5, 6)

28 ‘Over the years, the Order of Assassins had, attiome or another, made pacts and treaties witat(teast
had been accused of making pacts with ) rival Muossliopportunistic crusaders, and godless Mongoldn...
1174 Sinan leader of Aleppine Assassins proposedll@amce between Christian King Amalric | of Jealem
and the Assassins against Nur ed - Din Muslim Egpptuler. The Assassins would provide intelligenoeNur
ed-Din's forces , as well as Assassins sapperddshonalric need them. In addition, Sinan would frai select
cadre of Amalric's own troops in the tactics amthteques of the Assassins. To sweeten the potnSiirded
that his branch of the Assassins sect might cortee@thristianity en masse. Knowing the Assassinse\ierce
and fearless fighters and had the best intelligexate/ork in Syria, Amalric agreed to the alliano@y. Haha
Lung; Assassin; The deadly art of the cult of tres@ssins; Citadel Press; 1997; PP: 37,40)

17 ‘Hassan 1l removed Islamic ritual obligations frahe Assassins sect, even to the point of permittire
consumption of alcohol’ (Dr. Haha Lung; AssassihgTdeadly art of the cult of the Assassins; Cit&felss;
1997; P: 36)

18 To know more about how this organisations arequgiese concepts and how far their interpretatodife
ferent with what Islam says you can see my speecthis issue ‘The Use of the Philosophy of Martyrdo
within Religious Cults for Acts of Terrorism’ attth://www.banisadr.info/LSpeech050507.htm

29 1slam there is no profession as holly men déegts, instead those who are expert in the religaththem-
selves as ‘Olama’ (knowledgeable people) or ‘Fdgiginse who know rules of conduct within Islam as&h
E(]jge (Qadi).

2 Assassins broke few Islamic rules of conductsiticig not killing an un-combatant and unarmed olhm
especially during pray time and in a Mosque thas w@nsidered as centaury as other places of wanghipy
killing of Ubbayd Allah al Khatib, a Qadi (Judgef) Isfahan, during the Friday prayers in the mosoluEama-
dan. Also Qadi (Judge) of Nishapur who was murdeethg the celebrations at the end of Ramadarng@d
Lewis; The Assassins; A Radical Sect in Islam; Bopunblication; 2003; P:57)

21 This is why I totally disagree with those who addistructive cults NRM (New Religious Movement) niry
view The main difference between two is that amesive cult from beginning to end is leader baségreas in
a religion or a faith, or even an ideology, tholighfollowers might at first rely more on the teachideologue
or messenger of that faith, idea or religion, ia #nd they relate to ideas rather than leaders.thém the im-
portant factor that takes precedence over all @lsadeas such as the uniqueness of God, the mogster non-
existence of God, Resurrection, Socialism or Cégpita believing in transmigration or metempsychpstsug-
gling for social justice and an egalitarian sociefyhey have dogma, but their dogma is idea-baatieer than
leader-based. On the opposite, destructive cutitgrth and their fundamental principles are leadsethaather
than idea based. They can change all their priesjptleas, and fundamentals but cannot changethexgfore
the real principles that their followers have thaet to, till death, are 1-survival of the cult @doyalty and
obedience toward the leader of the cult.

While destructive cults might have some similasitigith idea based groupings, as indeed all exigiimgnom-
ena have some similarities, though cults might ffghoot of an ideology or as matter of fact eveliyjuehange
into a NRM, still as long as they have charactiessof destructive cults, in my view they should daled as
such, and of course when they change, their catgion can change accordingly. In Farsi we say amt
sphere shape object is an apple; flower of appbaume it can change into apple is not apple anté g be-
cause it has been made or has ingredient of appietiapple too.

221 if you like to know more about my view toward Mimdanipulation, you can look at my speech in IN-
FORM'’s seminar November 2009, at: http://www.badisafo/London2009.htm

123l Terrorist Organizations Are Cults’; Masoud Banisa@ultic Studies Review, Vol. 8, No. 2, 2009, PP:

24 Dispatches; ‘Britain’s Islamic Republic’; Chanrielr TV of UK; first of March 2010.
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Awareness of the phenomenon in Belgium

André Frédéric (Belgium), Federal deputy of the Chamber of Regm&stives of Bel-
gium/Chairman of the Working Group charged witlsu&ing the follow-up of the recom-
mendations of the Parliamentary Board of Inquiry©@ults/Sects”

The approach taken by the Belgian public autharitiievards sects has, for a long time, been
very cautious. Indeed, a stance had to be takeheomatter, and it had to be one that would
involve two basic ideas: on the one hand, freedbexpression and association and, on the
other , freedom of thought, conscience and religashguaranteed by the Belgian Constitu-
tion, and in particular by article 19:

“Freedom of worship, public practice of the lattes well as freedom to demonstrate
one's opinions on all matters, are guaranteed, pita the repression of offences committed
when using this freedom.”

The major tragedy of Vercors, for which the OTBdre du Temple Solaire/Order of
the Solar Temple — an esoteric group) was resplensibd its handling by the media will, for
the first time, provoke a reaction by the publithauities in our country.

It was following these events, in 1996, that Betgifinally set up a parliamentary
enquiry commission — with the powers of an invettigy judge — whose aim was to develop
a policy with a view to combating the illegal priaes of cults and the danger they represent
for society and people in general, and childreparticular.

Why am | interested in harmful sectarian orgaioss? Because one cannot fail to
feel implicated by the development of numerous wiggtions which, today and every day,
jeopardise the physical and/or psychological heaftbur fellow citizens. And this is not only
in Canada, France or Switzerland by the Order efSblar Temple, or in Japan by the Aum
sect. In our country, this phenomenon has reachsigraficant scale. Questionable shady
organisations can be found close by, on our veryrstep. It is the development of Sukyo
Mahikari in my region which first caught my attemti Sukyo Mahikari runs a prosperous
business, in the heights of Verviers, in a tempd flouts all the rules of town planning. We
should, however, also mention the Maharishi movenestablished at Trois Bornes, on the
border of Holland, Germany and Belgium, in a haitlated in Holland. More specifically,
they plan to build a housing estate of around amedred homes in Nil-St-Vincent, in the
Brabant Wallon, another symbolic place, since ihithe geographical centre of Belgium. We
must also mention Father Samuel, known all too teethe media and courts of law, but also
all the other names that have now become commagplatiovah’s Witnesses, Scientology
and even the Pentecostals, whose main interesitt imerely the salvation of souls. The aim
here is not to denounce these names, these orflanssasometimes far more secretive than
they lead one to believe, but to show, by thorowghk, that people and individuals are actu-
ally endangered: endangered physically, mentaltgnicially, etc.. Without going as far per-
haps as the extreme tragedy of group suicidesd@ns?) as those of the Order of the Solar
Temple(OTS), every day, men, women and childremareed through their beliefs, and un-
der these conditions, a free and democratic Stateat simply ignore what is happening. Our
country has learnt lessons from its parliamentanguey and has taken positive initiatives.
On a European level, Belgium is often cited asxam®le, along with France, for its effective
fight against harmful sectarian organisations. Tinest tangible achievement has certainly
been the setting up of CIAOSN(Centre d’Information et d’Avis sur les Organisats Sec-
taires Nuisibles — Information and Advice CentrewtbHarmful Sectarian Organisations), an
independent centre linked to the SPF Justice (&eRublic Fédéral Justice — Federal Public
Service of Justice), whose members, appointed &yCtamber of Representatives, report to
Parliament. This executive tool receives requesferms public authorities, studies the de-
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velopment of sects/cults, and informs the publieréby ensuring effective preventative
work.

Our legal system has also been given extra mélarmaighout the country, the federal
police have set up units baptised “terrorism arais$gand each department has its own mag-
istrate of reference to flush out the deeds coneahitty harmful sectarian organisations, deeds
which too often are difficult to identify when thaye committed out of context.

Cults/Sects adapt to the development of socielhyave therefore had the great privi-
lege of presiding over a parliamentary working paiming to measure the development of
harmful sectarian organisations in Belgium and stasck by one piece of evidence: we are
faced with an impressive diversification in the sghof activity of cults.

Just how and why have they geared up, today takreg areas concerning spirituality,
well-being, health, education, personal developraedteven, yet more perniciously, working
in the humanitarian field?

A quick glance back at the history of religionsmediately shows us the increasing
loss of influence of traditional religions at thednt of so-called modern societies. For centu-
ries, sects based themselves on the accepted iofiageod and evil, an over-simplification
between saved souls and souls which will perishysigg the old Jewish-Christian images of
the Apocalypse. Those who believe will be raisedTupe others, the sinners, will be damned.
It is by playing on this ancestral fear that csksts have controlled men throughout history.
This guaranteed an excellent commercial basisicpéatly in less developed regions. But for
several decades and following the decline of refligj or more precisely of religious obser-
vance, new exploitable niches have opened up. Skeseplanations are plausible but doubt-
less, the main reason lies in the increasing dibeteveen the Churches and the faithful.

Let us take the specific example of Catholicismthwhe recent extreme stances of
Pope Benedict XVI in relation, particularly, to babasia and the case of Eluana in Italy, the
rehabilitation of excommunicated bishops like Mgilllmson who is openly negationist, not
to mention the Vatican’s position with regard hoerasgals. In short, there is a time-lag be-
tween Rome and 21st Century society, and it isfdtisthat opens up these niches into which
gurus and other less charitable organisations keagped. These openings have been created
and widened by a sociological evolution that maistigrted after May 1968. We have gone
from a collectivist society where the common ingéngrevailed, where each person invested
for the good of all, to what | would call “the Tapyears” (after a French businessman and
MEP, Bernard Tapie), to a purely egoistical, evgacentric society, where only the interest
of the individual prevails, even if it means takithg place of one's neighbour by gouging out
his eyes. This individualistic society has created needs but also new weaknesses like dis-
tress, in a world living at 200 miles an hour, st¢s drop-outs, made vulnerable and pushed
towards a new form of pseudo-spirituality. Thistiss becomes a fertile compost for re-
cruitment and all the business underlying certaganisations which promise wonders but
which in fact are nothing more than illusion.

Thus, we have evolved from the dualism of good ewitlin the Middle Ages, to the
saving of souls or damnation with the Apocalypseh&sfocal point, into overconsumption
and the search for individual well-being of our pb368 societies, we have seen an emer-
gence of pseudo-therapists who teach their ideasctimpletely disorientated, receptive pub-
lic wanting only thing: to be guided by fine wordsjaware in their credulity that they will
alter their minds and empty their wallets.

It is very difficult to know the exact number of laisects and, even more so, the
numbers of their followers, as several obstaclasdsin the way of quantitatively measuring
this phenomenon.

First of all it is characterised by a great mowilgroups are formed every day, others
disappear, yet others are re-formed under new nalnesequally difficult to pinpoint the
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exact moment when a group, which has been nonrgettaan change and become a harmful
cult/sect. Often, it is only when a complaint idded that we even discover that it exists.

The various branches or societies revolving arcadIt/sect make their identification even
more difficult.

Finally, it is almost impossible to assess the nemdd members of cults, because it is
not easy to distinguish the user of services pregdry a cult from a follower involved in the
organisation. Moreover, the cults themselves atalways in a position to precisely quantify
the number of their members.

As far as the number of followers is concerned, 1886 Enquiry Commission was
unable to give a precise quantification. Nevertbglé estimated that there are several tens of
thousands of people directly concerned by this phremon in our country. As for the number
of organisations, this same Commission actuallglieti189 organisations at the time.

In fact, the Commission did not draw up a “listsefcts/cults”. It established a list of
movements mentioned during the auditions of witegss disclosed by a public service (the
police, for example).

In September 2006, | therefore studied, with mykivay party, the follow-up on of
my predecessors' recommendations.

From the hearings organised, it emerged that theitees of sectarian organisations
have not diminished in our country although theyehsometimes become less visible. Sectar-
ian organisations are moving forward today in ameasingly secretive way.

To be more precise, we must stress that, since, 1889nformation and Advice Cen-
tre about Harmful Sectarian Organisations has exednithe activities of more than 600
groups, of which only 94 had been mentioned dutimggwork of the Parliamentary Enquiry
Commission. Even if it is only a question of themer of files opened by the Centre follow-
ing requests by the public and authorities (andafictome list or other of harmful sectarian
organisations), this figure, to say the least, goad reason for concern. The cultist scene is
truly in constant evolution!

As well as the continuation of the activities ofertain number of large, well-known
organisations (Jehovah’s Witnesses, Scientology), ete can also see the growth of small
organisations with changing names, sometimes sgplgroups or emanating from larger or-
ganisations, which act in a more diffuse mannerlaewhuse of this are more difficult to spot.

Cultic practices can equally be the occurrencesaifaited individuals who usurp the
title of healers or psychotherapists.

The groups (Pentecostals, Evangelicals) desceindedNorth American Protestant-
iIsm occupy an important place now on the Belgiartas&n scene.

A first means of large-scale diversification id tdake advantage of disasters

Thus, in New York, at the time of the 11th Septenmbgorist attacks, or in Toulouse, around

the AZF factory explosion, Scientologists triedréplace the psychiatrists, their enemies, and
use the deep distress of the victims for their al@melopment. Yet, nearer to home, at the
time of the terrorist attacks in the London undeugrd and also at the time of the of Ghislen-
ghien disaster in Belgium. Through volunteer wahiey recruit. The presence of Scientology

volunteers in hospitals and identification cenfi@sthe victims of the tsunami disasters have
also increased.

Second sector: personal development and professidrigaining.
When talking about a harmful sectarian organisatonking in the field of personal devel-

opment or professional training, it goes withoutisg that one calls to mind the ideas of cer-
tain organisations.
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The majority of companies offering such trainerg, of course, above suspicion. But
we should alert citizens that an increasing nunabarganisations or small sectarian groups
have a professed goal which is that a person shbulke and means of well being. Conse-
guently, they suggest numerous unconventional ipes;toften not scientifically tested. The
area of personal development, training coursessgtipc preparation, relaxation sessions,
coaching, yoga or other similar practices can tursstitute, when practised by unscrupulous
individuals, activities which are auspicious foftmutendencies.

It would furthermore appear that certain sectaneganisations specialise in profes-
sional training, often through the expedient of pames with a different name, and present
various (pseudo-)training and personal developroeutses for businesses. It is a matter, at
one and the same time, of a disguised recruitnemfinique and a means of investing in the
economic world.

Scientology is certainly the most influential secthe sphere of human resource man-
agement. The cult sees, in the dissemination cktineethods, a means of establishing its in-
fluence in the very heart of the economic worlde Teference to Scientology does not always
appear clearly at first and there are many busasessich have been seduced by the com-
mercial savoir-faire of the Scientologists. A saviaire which has proved itself in the field of
social control.

An extremely important line: the youth sector

One of the preferred fields of action of some haifreéctarian organisations is the family and
children in particular. It is a way for gurus torpeiously manipulate their believers, taking
advantage of the lack of judgement of childrendwol@scents. It is one of the most question-
able and most dangerous aspects of this diverSdicaf the movements.

The sphere of maternity and early childhood ase &ighly rated targets of sectarian
organisations. It is said that some, like Raélndbhesitate to suggest techniques of reproduc-
tive cloning to sterile couples.

Beyond questioning the scientific feasibility oktbperation, one must obviously ask
oneself about the ethics, not to mention the masipects, as Raél uses the media for his exis-
tence and prosperity...

As for the Scientology business, in our countrsuits numerous appeals to the popu-
lation, politicians and journalists. A well-orcheged campaign aims to persuade public opin-
ion that the Church is “a Church like any othecognised in countries all over the world, like
the United States”. It wants to distribute leafletsthe damage caused by drugs and hopes to
have an effect on schools without distributing clife to adolescents. What also appear
frightening are the ideas elaborated in the lesfidtich for several months have been distrib-
uted at school exits: the promotion of Human Rights

A final field of development: health and “healing” sectarian organisations

Beyond the techniques of personal development,litigfacultic organisations (e.g. Sukyo
Mabhikari), which talk about unconventional medigimevest heavily in the field of alternative
therapeutic practices which are not proven scieatlf. In fact, the field of health has be-
come an area of favoured action and a formidaldeuitenent weapon for an increasing num-
ber of cultic organisations. These organisationsritise people who are physically and/or
psychologically vulnerable, who, not always findihg hoped for help in conventional medi-
cine, are looking for new treatments, which arepsgedly more effective.

If recourse to healing by prayer, meditation, lgyon of hands or other similar prac-
tices does not necessarily exclude access to medisome groups nevertheless work to per-
suade their followers of the impossibility of beitiafy from the divine healing power if they
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continue to follow, in parallel, conventional thpi@s. They advise them, indeed insist, that
they should not consult a doctor outside the greupn in cases of serious illnesses, and even
if this course of action could endanger their livEB®me gurus, often without any medical
gualifications, present treatments, including floe imost serious illnesses whose beneficial
effects have not been scientifically checked oeneworse, “therapies” which have been
shown to be dangerous and/or fraudulent. Thesdigeacare clearly a matter of the illegal
practice of medicine.

Quid of our criminal code?

In this regard, some practitioners consider thatBklgian criminal armoury is, to a large ex-
tent, sufficient to curb harmful sectarian pradick is true that several legal tools exist but,
personally, | consider that we will only be abldight effectively against these organisations
when, like France, we have had the political coeragadd the “idea of abuse of exploitation
of the vulnerable” to our criminal code. | shalhee back to this point.

What texts do we therefore have available to us?

Dissolution of the ASBL (Association Sans But Lucréf — Non-Profit-Making Organisa-
tion)

It is important to be able to deal with the seetarbrganisation as a moral entity and not only
with one or other individual who is a member ofTihe institution of criminal responsibility
of moral entities (law of 4 May 1999, publishedtl® Moniteur belge (Belgian official jour-
nal) on 22nd June 1999) can be considered an esble part, not only in the fight against
organised crime, but also against harmful sectanganisations.

Article 5 of the criminal code specifies that “ampral person is responsible in law for infrac-
tions which are intrinsically linked to the reatisa of an aim or the defence of its interests”.

Confiscation of goods

Since 2002, the possibilities of legal seizure aodfiscation have been expanded. This new
clause is part of an approach towards serious gansed crime, hinged on exploitation. It
aims to develop a better performing system, themigbling better detection of the gains
obtained from this type of crime and substantialigreases the possibility of confiscating
them.

Witness protection

This law could prove useful when taking into acdatine pressures and dangers of reprisals to
which some ex-followers are subjected. There tloeeeéxists the possibility for these people
to witness either partially or totally anonymously.

The illegal practice of medicine

Only doctors or other health professionals are aierd to practice medicine. If actions fal-
ling within the realm of medical practice are penfied by an unauthorised person, this is the
illegal practice of medicine, which can be punisbgdriminal law.

Things must go further.
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| believe that for our criminal code to be trulfyeetive, requires adding to. In fact, at pre-
sent, our legislation does not allow for repressbmn attack on the psychological integrity
of the individual.

As the report of the Parliamentary Enquiry Consiois and, afterwards, the Observa-
tory of Sects recommended, it seems to me esseéotadd to our armoury a new clause in
our criminal code aiming at suppressing the ab@iseloerable peopl].

As a reminder, France is the first European coutattyave adopted a law aiming to reinforce
prevention but also suppression with regard toasict groups. At the time of the agreed ex-
amination of witnesses by the working party ongbets in the Belgian Chamber, the French
Member of Parliament, Vuilque, had stressed thegmative and educational role of the

About-Picard law. In July 2005, the first sentebesed on this law was recorded. Thus, the
appeal court of Rennes identified a guru as resplen®r having abused of the ignorance and
vulnerability of four people, one of whom committadicide.

If it is important to strengthen our legislativererury in order to allow judges to con-
demn the criminal schemes of sectarian type moven#éns equally as important, however,
to be careful not to challenge the fundamentalgypies of freedom of expression, freedom of
belief and of association, fundamentals of oureStditaw.

Threats, intimidation and moral pressure perpedrantentionally on vulnerable peo-
ple in order to make them do something, will beipiable by law. And, of course, that does
not only apply to cults/sects!

1 CIAOSN: Centre d'information et d’avis sur legyanisations sectaires nuisibles (Centre for Infdionaand
Advice on Harmful Sectarian Organisations)

2| have therefore drafted, together with my colleg’'van MAYEUR, a private billfoc. parl. Chamber,
2007-2008, n° 52-0493/001) which provides for taisg up as an offence, the mental destabilisaifgreople
and the abuse of vulnerable people. This bill hiaglady been drafted under previous legislatibod. Parl.,
Chamber, 2006-2007, n° 51-2935/001), but unforeigathere was not time to reach a successful csioiu
Moreover it had been started again in the form bfllalodged by the minister of Justice at the tifadame
Laurette Onkelinx, a bill which again, there wag time to successfully conclude. This is why théiah bill
was presented once again at the start of the rggsldéon, i.e. in December 2007.

Evolution of the situation in Italy: from the black book of Italian cults to
the project Nepenthes, a film about the cultist ex@sses to make people
aware of the problem

Caterina Boschetti Journalist and author

Good afternoon Ladies and Gentlemen and membeREGRIS. My name is Catherine
Boschetti and | am an Italian journalist. | makgpacial point of thanking FECRIS for having
invited me to this very important event and to w&llme to tell my story with respect to the
cult situation in Italy.

Many of you know that, as a journalist, in 200%akried out an investigation and
wrote a book “The Black Book of Cults in Italy”, wvah was sold in thousands of copies and
was republished 5 times. | brought some copies floer@nyone interested.

This book explains the phenomenon of destructives awt only as seen by experts:
lawyers, public prosecutors, psychologists, bub #fisough first hand witnesses, escaped ad-
epts and family members of victims. They vandaliseg car, they tried to break into my
home. | received death threats, but until now, noheny complaints met with success al-
though we had indicated several people as suspe&es.Roberto Casarin, leader of the
pseudo-Catholic movement “Universal Heart”, whicks been making propaganda in the
whole country for years who was only recently offily excommunicated by the Church.
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Recently a major breakthrough occurred at the le¥¢he Italian media: two important epi-
sodes which led public opinion to take interestedults.

| refer to the arrest in Bari of the leader of tirganisation Arkeon, Vito Carlo Moc-
cia. This group had thousands of followers in camrdry, (one estimate: 10.000 people). In
2006, for the first time, Italian television showagrogramme giving information, following
testimony by the adepts who managed to free themsebut it is only recently that Vito
Carlo Moccia was arrested. The crimes committedsacly known: criminal conspiracy,
fraud, illicit exercise of medicine, violence agstinndividuals, ill-treatment and abuse on
minors, applying the art of undue influence formanal ends. All for the money, much
money...

Lorita Tinelli, president of CESAP-Italy, engagedan exhausting legal battle with
this group and fortunately, emerged victorious.

Another emblematic example is the recent arreRRame of Danilo Speranza, guru of
the Maya sect, with more than one thousand of ie@dis. The leader was indicted for vio-
lence on minors and their mothers, and for extgréin enormous amount of money. The in-
vestigation also revealed the attempt made by 8parép be accredited by “Islamic” Muslim
associations initially working in Naples and lateRome.

These cases only represent the point of an frighgeneberg still submerged and little
known. As a journalist | am angry with the Italiamedia because they are afraid. The law of
silence is omnipresent and everyone is afraid sfown shadow and remains silent on this
problem.

It is only after resonant lawsuits and many victitestimonies that they decided to
speak of the question. On the other hand, the yaaskociations are invested thoroughly
while going to all the television programmes relgtio the subject. Fortunately there are peo-
ple who do not keep silence and who wish to tethefr strong personal experiences.

| refer to Maria Pia Gardini and her charges agjaicientology”, who cited Mrs
Gardini for 2 million euro; or to Claudia V., viati since she was 21 of a so-called magician,
during ten years, after having undergone abusevanénce, she found the strength to de-
nounce him and bring a lawsuit against him.

The “magician” was condemned on appeal to 15 ymapsisonment. Claudia wrote
the book ““Plagiata” (Manipulated) and created,hatite journalist Lisa Tormena and Matteo
Lolletti, a splendid documentary on her experieacttled: “The Invisible Prison”. This film,
that we will show you at the end of the confereneants to carry a message of hope.

In the past few years, | had the opportunity ofrapgating the work of Italian associa-
tions that work hard every day to help in the re¢eaf victims and to inform public opinion:
therefore | would like to thank FA.VIS, of whickaim member, but also ARIS-Veneto, ARIS-
Toscana, CE.SAP, S.0.S Antiplagio, GRIS, “Giu lenimdei Bambini” — (Hands off the chil-
dren) of Aldo Verdecchia, the association “Popen2e4lll”, as well asf others: your work is
invaluable, unique, irreplaceable.

It is estimated that a million people are victinfscalts in Italy with more than 500
more or less known groups: | do not know if thagarkes are reliable, but we can certainly
say that the hidden part is immense and that orisniged percentage of people - recently
estimated at about 5% - actually told about whay #xperienced in a cult.

| present myself as the Spokeswoman of the asgmtsato condemn the absence of
the Italian State in this context; even if it di@ate the Anti-Cult team (Squadra Anti Sette) (it
seems to represents only wind), it does not tdoisec legislation.

We ask that FECRIS, NGO in Special ConsultativeuStavith the Economic and So-
cial Council of the United Nations and INGO acctediwith the Council of Europe, to ex-
press its disapproval of the continual absencehefState (s) of their duty to guarantee the
safety of citizens facing alternative movements.aiMiould occur if all private associations
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or organizations operating in the sector, ceasegliging information, assistance and com-
fort?

Would government organizations help? Would then@lat church roll up its sleeves?
A number of psychologists, policemen, simple pe@péenot enough. It is really necessary to
turn the page, one needs a true law!

I now hand over the microphone to Maurizio Alessamdpresident of FA.VIS, so
that he can explain the progress on the Italiansomea concerning a new law on undue influ-
ence.

Recommendations to the Italian Political Establishrant on the social curse
represented by the phenomenon of cults, abusive s, undue influence
and physical harassment.

Maurizio Alessandrini, President of FA.VI.S, Spokesman of the Italian Associations
ARIS Vénétie, ARIS Toscane, Ce.SAP, FA.VIL.S

° Lacunae in the law

To fill the normative vacuum, which has lasted #& years, as regards psychological and
physical undue influence and mind control. Varidiits were presented: the NR. 863 and
N.1644 to Parliament, and Ddl N.569 to the Serdéxt May the discussion of Ddl 569 will
begin by the Commission Justice in the Senate.

°Training courses with the object of bringing legal workersthe police forces, and magis-
trates to a comparable level.

-Dynamics and techniques of psychophysical condlitip and their consequences, with par-
ticular reference to the psychological damage wawle by the followers, in addition to the
economic damage.

-Non-respect of Human Rights and description ofdfiences encountered in a cultist envi-
ronment.

°Information: a cultural project to prevent and inform at national level, (Home Office,
Ministry of Health, Ministry of Education), finaled with regard to the cult phenomenon and
taking into consideration its multiple facets, ®used in institutions of higher education and
universities. It will be noted that at presentyitdnas not approved the recommendations of
the Council of Europe in connection with culturafarmation and on the phenomenon of
sects and abusive cults.

°The activation of a public structures (institution close to SSN) to assist victims of abuse
by destructive cults, individuals (magicians, mediuhesalers, etc) to reintegrate society.

°Creation of legal support centressimilar to those existing for the victims of crimai or-
ganizations and swindlers, (whose services woulcbrinerated according to the incomes of
the victims), to help the members wishing to leaudtic organisations and who have the
courage to take personal risks by denouncing dt& ©rganisations and imposters, although
conscious of the difficulty — because of the bagkloour courts - of obtaining what they ask
from the State: simply that justice should be done!

°Structures of mediatiornt activations of public structures of mediationtwé view of a re-

launching relational and emotional dialogue betweembers of NMRs and the members of
their family not members of the cult.
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°Public recognition of the social usefulness of thassociations’ activities. These associa-
tions assumeinter alia, informative and preventive work whishould be primarily carried
out by the Statewith the objective of effectively protecting tle@gizens. An activity that, it
should be stressed, the associations often exaituations of economic difficulty and, very
often, at their personal risk. Volunteers and assions are indeed the object of smear cam-
paigns, intimidations, threats, illicit investigatis and worse: harmful behaviour, targeted by
guarrels ignited against them by sectarian org#éioizas which do not miss an occasion to
point a finger at them or use any pretext like délceusation of having anti-religious objec-
tives.

°The setting up of a Board of inquiryto investigate the tax situation and assets oftie
called cult multinationals, their internationaldimcial relations, their economic demands and
the influence of these organizations in econordficaincial and political circles.

°Need for a renewal of observation and monitoring othe cult phenomenon by national
security services.

With regard to this subject, the Italian secrev®es had revealed, as from 1998, the exis-
tence of obvious threats and important aspectsidemresl as dangerous for national security
thru’ cults and pseudo-religious movements opegabin the territory or of international oc-
cult groupings recording an activity of increasprgpaganda and proselytism - such regroup-
ings seem destined, in the future, to record ammatey significant growth due mainly to the
ever increasing use of Internet networks. Since22@0 investigation into the phenomenon
was reported by the Services in their Semi-anne@orRs on the policy of information and of
safety presented to Parliament. Religious and pseelthious “millenium” cults await the
“end of time” announced by “priests” of ancientikrations. According to the esoteric reli-
gious theories of these latter 2012 is the timéhefapocalypse, armagedon, there will be a
planetary collision or the arrival of extraterrésds who will carry the chosen followers to the
new world etc. We have reasons to fear that somastéts” victims of their own mystical
madness, may encourage their own disciples to confirgonsidered gestures and auto-
destruction in order “to reach higher levels oistence”. During the past 20 years, we had
many examples of atrocious mass suicides. To oelytion the most recent ones: from' 94 to'
97 mass suicides of the disciples of the Solar Terf{panada, France, and Switzerland), with
74 victims, among whom 7 children. In March' 9the United States, in concomitance with
the passage of comet Hale Bopp, the Master of “El@aBate” pressed 39 people “to give up
their own body” (suicide) so as to be ready torhaedported in the new celestial extraterres-
trial world on a vessel flying in the comet’s wake.

°We askthat European summits should be held at least onaeyear by the Ministries of
the Interior (Home Office) of all E.U. countriesto discuss result of investigations into the
cult/sectarian phenomenon in the respective casand to propose concerted actions.

Caterina Boschetti:

Thank you Maurizio.

So if today my book, after five editions and manyads , was withdrawn from the catalogues
of the booksellers, one must raise some questiahid.not receive any adequate answer, ex-
cept for a banal “is not sold any more”. It's a/pltat people continue to ask me for it and |

am sure that somebody took care to “withdraw” mgksofrom the bookstores. | ceased ask-
ing myself questions, because when it concerns awlthing is surprising.
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For that reason | decided not to stop. Today, \wehare to present an ambitious pro-
ject. Paolo Doppieri, film director is here at mges we launched the realization of a film on
the phenomenon of cults.

Soon you will be able to see a few minutes of dléinr “Nepenthes - Memories of fol-
lower”, which is in preparation - although thigiildoes not take as a starting point any real
story and does not refer to any particular culyjnts to be an international occasion to speak
with the general public about this social plague.

It is not a documentary but of a captivating klien which aims to make people un-
derstand cultist dynamics and the violence thataameundergo in cults, to inform and open
the eyes of young people on the risks and dangetslso to inform and open the eyes of
families who see a beloved being changing day dtgr

We hope that soon you will be able to see this filrall the cinemas of all the coun-
tries here present. Therefore, if somebody knowseople who might be interested by such a
project, please introduce them to us. We woulddyg grateful to you. That would mean that
we reached the target and touched millions of pewth our film. Thank you all, Paolo
Doppieri, the film producer will take over from leer

About the Project “Nepenthes”
Paolo Doppieri (Film Director), Italy

Nepenthes is a film project that aims to tell dhtras seen through the eyes of a mother and
the words of a daughter. It's a very obscure tkutbwn just by few people concerning “de-
structive cults”.

Although this matter represents a widespread #@ghenomenon, it's still often
trivialized by cinema and television worldwide. Meybecause it's nearly unknown to the
average person.

As far as I'm concerned, a short time ago | beliethat cultism was all about Satan-
ism or thereabouts, and | thought that "followedosl for misfit kids or naive, aged people.

Then I ran into the "Black Book of Italian Cultsy Eaterina Boschetti, so | under-
stood the shocking vastness that the phenomenaraetsed both on the Italian and the in-
ternational scene.

| have been gathering information for months. | Yeaxking for a good story suitable
for the cinema. This story has now a name: Nepsnthe

It's named after a particularly deceitful carnives@lant, that attracts victims thanks
to its beauty and flavour. Then the plant enguiésyictims and slowly starts to swallow them
just before they realize there's no escape.

Besides, Nepenthes is also an ancient Greek degytagelieve pain and wipe out memory.
That's exactly what a cult often does.

Actually Nepenthes is the story of a young Enghsiman — Anna, who lives in Italy
—who discovers that her teenage daughter — Saas been mentally subjugated by a power-
ful esoteric cult. The only way to save her isitee her secret world.

| believe that movies should entertain the audiearzkat the same time open people'
eyes in view of informing the new generations.

Nepenthes wants to be a modern visionary moviedtzays the viewer through a spi-
ral of uneasiness, void, doubt and tension thétctsf the incredulous mood of those ap-
proaching cults for the first time.

Just like me, and Caterina before.

B FA VIS - Associazione Nazionale Familiari dellétine delle Sette, Italy
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Infiltration of Scientology into the Russian Systenof Education

Tatiana Karpacheva, Associate Professor of Philology at the Moscow @iggagogical
University, Russia

Only few organizations are as notorious all overworld for their crimes as scientolo-
gists. And their delinquencies have been investijaeeply enough. But scientologists have
set up a lot of affiliating organizations. The amgatons position themselves as secular,
though in fact their aim is to implement the culto different spheres of life and win new
followers to their side. They can be found in edioce medicine, social sphere. The ABLE
association works in four following directions: Amga Scholastics, Narconon, Criminon and
The Way to Happiness. Hereafter | would like tausiaize the problem of scientology pene-
trating into the system of education.

The Scientological organization Applied Scholastas they allege, aim at distributing
“educational materials and services based on L. Rarbard’s works”. Their Moscow head
quarters, “Applied Scholastics in the CIS”, is atpa the “International Association of Ap-
plied Scholastics”. The organization “Applied Sdmsiics in the CIS” offers various courses
to adults and children with tutorials based on Hulls works. For example, “Guidelines on
the Basics of Education”, “Learn How to Learn”, ving and Working with Children”,
“Communicative Skills”, etc. It is a well-known fathat Hubbard did not have a higher peda-
gogical education nor any other higher educatiactudlly he was expelled from the univer-
sity at the 2nd year for poor progress. Howeveergologists consider Hubbard having dis-
covered a technology that can answer any quedtionsto learn whatever one needs, i.e. any
subject, at any age, with any tutorial, in any laexge. The truth is Hubbard’'s method is about
learning the meanings of words from dictionaried amaking sentences with words where
they are used either correctly or incorrectly. Utns out if even one word is interpreted
wrongly, the entire test can be misunderstood. Ading to scientologists, the problem of
education failure at school is caused by some woedsy misunderstood.

Doing a course at “Applied Scholastics in the Ci&bple, in fact, start learning their
native language from scratch. People get conviticadif they can not formulate a definition
of a word, they do not understand it. For examgleerson may be asked, “What is the defini-
tion of a book?” They know exactly what a book g they might not be able to give a dic-
tionary definition on the spot. So the person say#hat do you mean what is a book? Well,
this is a book, for example. And that one, too."dAhe answer would be, “You do not know
the definition. Learn it from the dictionary.” OWhat is a hand?” — “What do you mean
what is a hand? This is a hand.” — “You do not kribevword.”

And once a person is convinced they do not know then language and made learn
definition of words, it makes the task easy to ¢oce@ them of whatever else. That is the way
people can be manipulated at Scientological edualticourses. Besides scientologists offer
English courses and tuition for schoolchildren. l@er you would be told that if your child
did one of Hubbard’s courses (it is even betteyorfi join them, too), they would not need
extra tuition any more.

The main aim of “Applied Scholastics in SIC”, aslwas other centres of “Applied
Scholastics”, is recruiting new followers of Scigiogy. And as we can see it is done as fol-
lows. In their Tutorials a special Scientologicalcabulary is widely used. Mostly those are
usual words with a wrong meaning. For example, S$has Scientology is not a physical
guantity but “subjects/objects a person studies”.

Scientologists say, “We provide the mass of a sulgeidied”. It means they are speak-
ing of visual aids: studying a flower you are lawgiat a flower, though it does not mean they
weigh the flower. It is just the word “mass” is nated in a usual way but it is given another,
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Scientological meaning. And of course, Hubbardoissidered as having invented the method
of visual aids in the training process, nobody etsald think of it before him!

The main idea of Scientological training is consifalooking up words in the diction-
ary. That is called Clearing. It is a genuine Smtgical term. A clear is a person who has
come through auditing, which is also trained fottet “Applied Scholastics in the Ci3
For example, at the presentation of Hubbard’s ntkethe lecturer, a scientologist, told a fol-
lowing story. She was conducting a lesson of thpplfed Scholastics” technology. Students
were reading a text. When suddenly a woman felshie had a hysterics. It appeared the bout
of hysterics was caused by the word “whose” that associated with unpleasant memories.
When getting married she could not make up her mindse surname to take, her husband’s
or her own. | wonder if she never saw the word “sd¢idbefore. Or maybe she went hysterical
every time? But the purpose of the story is cle& can see preparation for auditing which is,
though, a religious Scientological practice. Durthip rather expensive training a person has
to answer a lot of detailed questions. The questioay be personal, including some intimate
particularities. The activity is supposed to helperson get rid of unpleasant memories.
Meanwhile it provides scientologists with endlegpartunities to abuse the information, to
manipulate and blackmail people.

In the tutorials of the “Applies Scholastics” cesgiwe can find a specific scientological
term “a dominant person”. According to scientol¢gjiany antagonist of the cult is a “domi-
nant person” and you have to give up any commupicatith them. It may be a mother, a
father, a wife, etc.

So being trained at “Applied Scholastics” a persospecially prepared to become a fol-
lower of the cult. Also supervisors of Scientol@ditraining centres send their staff to do the
Hubbard’s courses. “Applied Scholastics in the "GJ&nt their own Scientological licenses
to set up new “Applied Scholastics” centres. Andodminately such centres are open and
working. The oldest of them, “Studema”, is in Yekatburg. In Moscow city and the region
we discovered 8 “Applied Scholastics” centres. thein works as a school, 2 are out of town
schools, there is also 1 out of town nursery sclaoal 4 private nursery schools. However
there may be some more.

On December 9th, 2009, activity of a boarding sthBbte”, an “Applied Scholastics”
centre, was stopped and legal proceedings weléuiest according to article 171 of Criminal
Code of the Russian Federation that is “lllegategreneurial activity”. However on January
11th, 2010, the establishment resumed its activity.

The problem is parents may not realize the Sciegichl orientation of a school when bring-
ing their children there, as headmasters do nettbkdemonstrate their connection with scien-
tology. They usually answer the question aboutstit®ols being connected with scientology
like this, “We only use Hubbard’s teaching metha@, know little about scientology. Well,
we hear about Hubbard having launched his owniogljgoo, but it is just he was a genies.
So he set up a lot of things. But we are regulachers, we are only interested in his teaching
ideas”. That is a lie. Activity of all Scientologicorganizations is fully managed by the head
organization of the cult, Religious Technology @&eniThe Applied Scholastics brand as sci-
entologists allege is a trade mark which belongRétigious Technology Center. And they
grant licenses for using their trade marks, thie mnparticular, to the Church of Scientology
International and its affiliates. Thus, we can ged “Applied Scholastics” centres are Scien-
tological affiliates. Applied Scholastics trade kaan be seen on websites as well as on the
corporate documents of schools which are “Applietidiastics” centres. Moreover, as we
have already seen, Scientological faith compongxplanations about a dominant person,
preparation for auditing) are included into thertirag courses offered by the “Applied Scho-
lastics”.

Supervisors of “Applied Scholastics” centres dehgirt connection with scientology.
But when | asked them directly “Are you a scienggidollower” all them said Yes.
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“Applied Scholastics” centres in Moscow and thgioa have not got the state accredi-
tation and teaching license. Their activity is nhanmegistered as a private business.

The problem of scientology penetrating into educatalso rises in some state estab-
lishments. Maria Struve, headmaster of a publi@stcbf arts in Moscow, president of Rus-
sian choral conductors Guild, began actively prongpideas of scientology a few years ago.
She also attracts new followers of the cult amdmggteaching stuff and the parents. Besides,
special Scientological events are arranged in thead. The headmaster makes teachers at-
tend Hubbard’s courses. There they are trained halp of various tutorials, among them
there is a book “Teaching instruments for tutorsthva subheading “based on the works of
Ron L. Hubbard”. Narconon, a pseudomedical sciegiohl organization, carried out lec-
tures for the high school students. At the lectwtetdren were given Hubbard’'s brochures
“The Way to Happiness”. At the same time | woukklto mention the fact that methods of
Narconon as well as any other methods connectddhivibbard were prohibited according to
the decree of Minister of Health Care on June 1B386.

Now a few words about some private @nwof “Applied Scholastics”. The oldest
“Applied Scholastics” centre in Moscow, “Edelweisstas founded in 2000. Marat Said-
Galiyev, the founder and supervisor, tells us awebsite that he was born in 1970 in Tadz-
hikistan, studied at a university, though it is n@ntioned which one and whether he gradu-
ated from it. Then he was a P.E. teacher, aftariththe late 90s the future headmaster was a
market vendor, then he opened 2 shops and movilbg$oow in 1999. And in 2000 he sud-
denly opened the training centre “Edelweiss”. | cahhelp being surprised at this swift shift
of interests and activity in his biography!

“Edelweiss” centre, though having n@rmpriate license, acts as a children’s school.
Children spend there all day from 10 a.m. to 4 g'Edelweiss” signed a contract with a
Moscow school and the “Edelweiss” children are stged in that school as student externs.
They also do final tests in that school and geigh Bchool diploma from it. Nevertheless the
children are taught by scientologists in strict piiamce with Hubbard’'s method. And all
their education is managed by the head centre ppliad Scholastics in CIS”. Now there are
about 35 students trained in the centre on a peznmdmasis. That is beside those attending
tuition courses. Also in the centre there is aaed “Life improving course” including the
same programs as in the “Applied Scholastics” eenthey are “Guidelines on the training
basis”, “Learn to learn”, “Communication skills”, @oklet “Ethics and morale”, “Supervi-
sor's minihat” — by the “hat” Scientologists me&e job position and correspondent duties.

Some time ago a WIS centre was open at the school. WISE is anothen8tbgical
organization of businessmen using Hubbard’s mettiodnning a company. Hubbard'’s train-
ings in “Edelweiss” are far from being cheap thotiggy are held in quite modest conditions.
Currently the monthly fee makes about 790 USD. Wikhlere is no separate building (the
centre is situated on the ground floor of a dwgllhmouse), nor a playground as well as a
nurse’s room. And little children spend a whole tlagre.. Scientologists consider it unneces-
sary. According to them if a child has a stomaahh@adache that is because they do not un-
derstand a meaning of a word. If they are explathedword or, what is even better, make it
out of plasticine, the pain will go. That is a favibe scientological method: they make the
subject discussed out of plasticine. Children’s Isi@ae not the school authorities’ concern
either. You can bring home food, or have a mehbate if you live nearby, or order a meal at
school and warm it up in a school microwave foeatra fee. Compared to that in usual, non-
scientology certified private schools in Moscowldien can have the following services for
approximately the same price: education, a sepaidteol building, security, regular meals
(with child’s food allergies taken into account)edical care at school, a school psychologist,
swimming pool lessons. Thus, sending their childi@nhe “Edelweiss” centre the parents
risk both children’s psychological and physical ltteavhile financing the cult of scientology,
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an organization which is far from being poor. Soraars ago its revenues made 3-4 min USD
per day.

The educational process in Edelweiss looks like: tbhildren of different grades (for
example, the 4th, 9th, 10th and 11th grades) leathe same room. | had a chance to visit
one of Russian classes there. Students of thgrdtte were sitting together and reading a
fairy tale with a teacher. High school children weitting separately and doing tests for a
final exam supervised by another teacher. The beggnof the class was bewildering: they
had a kind of warming up which is called “a gaspha present” (??7?) in scientology. The
teacher gave orders: “look at the ceiling”, “thdrtree floor”, “touch any desk around you”,
“clap your hands twice”, “touch your back”, “thehet forehead”. Everything would be said
very quickly.

During the class there is no educational process ias The teacher does not explain
anything. Children learn the material on their omith help of so called control sheets. There
is a special course in the “Applied Scholasticsitoe, “How to make control sheets”. Every
child has a control sheet with certain tasks. Oerggheet of paper there is the above men-
tioned trade mark of Applied Scholastics in the tep corner. Below there are words “Ap-
plied Scholastics centre” printed. And further dothere are words “Edelweiss educational
centre” printed. Thus, the connection between Edislsvand the Scientological headquarters
is obvious.

An important thing is that a person can not bechie “Applied Scholastics” centres
without mastering Hubbard’s method. According te &mployers’ rules an educated experi-
enced specialist first works as a trainee. Sodksolike they do not need state diplomas but
are orientated at the cult leader's method. Ruwesifing staff say inexperienced applicants
are preferable at “Edelweiss”.

A boarding school “Wonderlands” is situated in #lement nearby Moscow and takes
a three-storey cottage with a 5-hectare plot. Aspéttor (tutors are called so here) works
with 7- to 14-year-old children instead of teachgwecializing in particular subjects. Just like
in the “Edelweiss” school they do not explain angtenial but supervise children mastering it
on their own with help of the above mentioned oalnists made in the “Applied Scholastics
in the CIS” centre. If a child stops to do somegheise the inspector’s task is to find out
which word they misunderstand. According to thedmeaster 80% of learning time is given
to “clearing up words”. In 1.5 hours children “ctag” about 20 words. | wonder when and
how they learn there. All children of different age in the same room with their control
sheets, which is supposed to replace school eduactti them. There is no blackboard or any
other traditional accessories. It is important timathe contract parents sign nothing is said
about providing children with educational servibgsthe school. Thus we can see an obvious
fraud committed by the founders towards the parehtsget a job in the “Wonderlands”
boarding school an applicant has to do three ceunstihe “Applied Scholastics” centre.

And now a few words about a private nursery schiNalstyusha”. From the very be-
ginning it became notorious with parents. In onéntérnet forums you can find a following
reference from a parent concerning the school. fpagents! If you do not wish your child to
degrade both intellectually and spiritually, by means send your children into that estab-
lishment supervised by Ms Zhanna Tsymbal. It igiargological nursery school!” The con-
tract parents sign up says the following: “All aafple questions are to be solved through
clearing up the clauses of the contract”. “Cleanuyclauses” is the same as clearing up
words. So in the contract we can see elementsientstogical terminology. If necessary a
representative of Applied Scholastics is invitedhétp. A monthly fee in the nursery school is
about 840 USD including meals. Once | had a chémes®e what the children eat. They got
dumplings of quite a low quality. At the same ticteldren get vitamins glorified by scien-
tologists but not approved by Ministry of Healthr€af the RF. Almost all children walk
around barefoot, and the teacher, too. It is cadl@aditioning to the cold. On that occasion
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two of the children complained about a headacheaagid fell asleep on the floor in the bath-
room. The teacher explains this attitude to childiiee this: they consider children should not
be pitied, otherwise other children will notice teightened attention paid to an ill child and
will feign illness. They consider a child should peised for their achievements while ill-
nesses should not be mentioned at all. You mussaytDo not hang with your head down.
You are going to have a headache”. Children inciigdscientologists call it a “postulate”
(one more example of a word used in a wrong waly¢yTmean if you say this you are sure to
get a headache. In the documents attached to titeacbthis position is grounded for the
staff and the parents: “Our nursery school is gdbdie consider it good, it will be good!”
Here we face the principle of positive thinking (s person can manage a situation with
help of his thoughts) that is characteristic oeatology as well as a lot of other cults.

There is no nurse’s room in the school. It is tgpiof Scientological schools. They do
not hire a psychologist on principle, either. As km®w, scientologists do not recognize psy-
chology. According to them their children are thesty the cleverest, the smartest. So they
have no problems.

But there is one. It is a problem of involving chén, parents and teachers into the cult
of scientology, one of the most destructive andgeaous totalitarian cults in the world. And
they get involved through the educational system.

The bad news is that scientologists from all oherworld collaborate and exchange ex-
periences. For example, in 2008 the public schoé@rts signed a collaboration agreement
with a private school Greenfields, Great Britaising the methods of “Applied Scholastics”.
Deputy headmaster of Greenfields visited Moscow007, 2008 and 2009 and conducted a
number of workshops on Hubbard’s method in Moscod &t. Petersburg. In 2007 Mr. Mar-
tin Runov, the founder of “Studema”, a private sahof “Applied Scholastics” in Sweden,
conducted a seminar in the “Edelweiss” educatiamaitre. Scientologists from “Wonder-
lands” are guided by a Danish Applies Scholastestre. On the website of Wonderlands
there is an article How To Get Along With a Relmel8 Child by Hanna Himmingscholt. Half
of the article is given to explaining (or “clearijgimple words. The author is trying to give
definitions to words like “to subordinate”, “confrtation”, “hostility”, “love”, “stable”, “dis-
cuss”, “safe” and the like. As a result the artideks inadequate. Either the author does not
know meanings of the words herself and is tryingitalerstand them or she considers the
readers stupid. In both cases her opinion is ulyliteebe authoritative in pedagogy. While she
positions herself as an expert there.

In conclusion it is necessary to mention that doleqgy is considered a destructive reli-
gious organization (totalitarian cult) in a numioérRussian official papers and its activity is
inadmissible in the system of education:

1. Aregulation of State Duma “State Duma Brderal Assembly address President of
the RF concerning some religious organizationscéffg dangerously the health of
society, family and citizens in the RF”, on Decemb&th, 1996;

2. An instructive letter of Mrs. Chepurnykh, Deputy isiter of Education in the RF,
sent to all educational bodies in the RF, wherergology is rated among organiza-
tions inadmissible in educational establishmentsd & is mentioned that it is neces-
sary “to prevent unconventional religious organa from penetrating into educa-
tional establishments of the RF”;

3. In the guidelines for headmasters and teachinf“g&thbut preventing unconventional
religious organizations and destructive cults frpemetrating into educational estab-
lishments”, 2000.

However neither Russian executive nor legislative/grs are likely to be authoritative
enough for scientologists.

Any educational establishment using Hubbard’s natlas we can see, is sure to be
connected with the cult of scientology. And accoglly its activity is inadmissible in the sys-
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tem of education in the RF. That is what we prockd to the Department of Education in
Moscow and Ministry of Education in the RF. Nevelt#ss the jeopardy of Scientological
ideas penetrating into the system of educatiomaatgThe problem is acute. Looking for new
effective teaching methods parents, children atwrduake risk being involved into a danger-
ous destructive cult.

W Community of Independent States
2L wold Institution of Scientology Enterprises

Film about the investigation on the death of Natha¢ de Reuck’s mother,
who, under the influence of pseudo therapists, reed medical treatment

Philippe Dutilleul, RTBFY JOURNALIST

Throughout the world, modern society must takehgdadhallenge of health charlatans, mind
corrupters, and aberrant self-proclaimed “thergpisthis applies to both Europe and other
continents.

It is about real predators who, often with gregbumity, use their consummate skill to
manipulate minds, for which they subsequently negpayment. Intellectual deception (in-
deed brainwashing) to all intents and purposes.ilfamits are divided, and “patients” are
totally subjugating to their esoteric theories &neir sectarian practices. If you do not think
like them, you are “condemned”, you cannot escape!

I shall put my point of view as a documentary (istgative) journalist and director of
RTBF (Public French-speaking Belgian Radio Tel@ni In other words, the challenge is as
follows: how to make television viewers aware of thanger that these con men - who often
work together within a network - represent?

For at any given moment in our lives, any one ofasld be made vulnerable due to a
setback caused by work, family, emotional diffieedt or a health problem. To a greater or
lesser extent, this can have serious repercuseiopsir psychological and mental well-being.
Consequently, we become potential targets for tietseer predators who know all too well
how to adapt their grasping talk to our currentwnstances. And this is all too clearly the
case with regard to certain medicines describetndd”, “parallel” or “alternative”. These
are now highly fashionable, as opposed to classieglicine which is accused (by the charla-
tans) of all evils.

Media in general, but television in particular besm it reaches the greatest number of
people at any one time, has an important role @y gl exposing sectarian deviances in gen-
eral, but in particular those relating to people&alth. We must teach, raise awareness of
and, in short, perform a useful task by energdticaid effectively exposing these potentially
dangerous individuals. Which assumes that one s&sewaf the problem or danger oneself and
is prepared to expose it.

If 1 limit myself to television, the media form iwhich | work, an example of a situa-
tion can be symbolically represented through atificts scenario — a film made for television,
for example — on the subject in order to raise ipublareness. But this risks the story — even
if well made — possibly appearing (somewhat) rerddvem reality. There is therefore a risk
that the aim to expose and arouse awareness taléwsion audience will partly fail.

This is why, as far as | am concerned, | have ahtsenake the most powerful docu-
mentary possible in the very competitive world efevision (an essential consideration
nowadays); a world which does not always look foaldy in its broadcasts, provided that
there is a large number of viewers...
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That is also the reason why | waited almost twayéefore managing to find just the right
example (the case of Nathalie De Reuck’s mothergchwNathalie herself will be explaining
in detail shortly). This was after a friend who wesy aware of such people, and himself fell
victim to these aberrant therapists within his damily, made me aware of the problem.
Three conditions are necessary to produce suclmawfhich will expose the sectarian phe-
nomenon and bring it to the attention of a largeber of people.

1) A reliable source or indeed reliable sourcesformation, resulting in a mutual at-
mosphere of trust is certainly the most difficulergquisite for a journalist to obtain. |
would particularly stress this point before thigli@mce. Without suitable original, un-
published information, without rigorous documerdati without witnesses ready to
speak, there can be no reports or documentary éhkpssing these sectarian phenom-
ena. | have had the opportunity to meet well-infednand concerned people who have
collaborated wholeheartedly with my work, withouticism. They have provided me
with some interesting pieces of information.

2) One example, one case, which is striking thhoiis fervour, its content — which pro-
vokes discussion and reflection, through its examyphature — everyone feels con-
cerned and understands the stakes. In the chosempéx | had the use of both human
and audio-visual material (sound archives, photgggaamateur films). This allowed
the audience to become attached to the charactdrasato tell a very realistic story
(on which Nathalie De Reuck, the victim’'s daughteill be expounding, together
with the relevant consequences), arousing emotidrpeomising questioning.

3) The complete collaboration, either of the imc{if he is still alive and willing to bear
witness), or of his family (if the victim has dient) the making of the report or film
documentary. That has been the case with Nath&iB&uck for the film that we pro-
duced together about her mother who died three msan¢fore shooting began (film
title: “mort biologique sur ordonnance téléphonitju€'organic death by telephone
prescription”).

In my humble opinion, in order to reinforce the ewp of such a production, the journal-
ist/producer must not try to teach, moralise orlaxphow to think. It is the story itself, told,
shown through its content, which must convincevieavers and make them aware of the sec-
tarian danger. Not an ideological speech but ceeagamples which encourage reflection,
discussion and a defence reflex if you are onefdegd with a situation of this type. This, in
any case, was my approach in making this film.

In addition to the three conditions | describedvresly, other obstacles also arise for
a TV journalist (not so much for someone workingwvritten press or on the radio) producing
a report on this theme. There must be pictures! thed impact and reliability are a key fac-
tor. Very often, you need to resort either to adkid camera (because therapists and sectarian
practitioners do not generally look favourably ugtwe arrival of a TV team to film their
group/individual training or manipulation sessiqr®) allow the people being interviewed to
remain anonymous, either for their own safety,avrpgersonal reasons. If not, you have noth-
ing and there can be no film!

These two constraints are very common in thesestgpenvironments and investiga-
tions. You must therefore surround yourself withmany legal safeguards as possible for the
broadcasting of the report. The tiniest error Wwél exploited by these predators/manipulators
to obtain compensation through the courts for dasagyffered by them and/or a ban on
broadcasting. The right to use images is becomiagerand more restrictive and the law is
very unpredictable in this matter. In all situagpeircumspection is essential and recourse to
the opinion of competent lawyers, desirable.

In the film we are discussing, the sound recordimgsle by the victim (Nathalie De
Reuck’s mother) with her therapists (without thiemowledge), although not in themselves
constituting legal evidence, remain an importaatreint of credibility which show the victim
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in a favourable light, to the detriment of her dtharapist, thus reducing the possibility of
going to court.

When the audio-visual production is finished anadsefor broadcasting, the journal-
ist/producer is still far from winning the campaidte must persuade the channel directors to
show the film in good broadcasting conditions (daye, frequency) so that it is seen by the
largest number of viewers possible. And let usfooget that competition is fierce between
both public and privately run television channdlsis type of film, even if its content is pow-
erful and interesting, will not necessarily be peogmed for prime time television or bought
by other channels.

I must add that, directly or indirectly, throughrteén popular or more targeted trans-
missions on radio or TV, acting very skilfully, t&n pseudo-scientific and sectarian theories
have gained the right to be heard and are spolginyhof, either by unconcerned organisers
or by therapists themselves acting freely and wdmplete impunity. On the Internet, the
situation is even worse. It is a privileged and@di place for these charlatans to spread their
false theories. But at the same time a sourcefofmation for us!

That is the reason why, when in possession otafiresearch material and a series of
other pieces of information suitable for disclosubeere can be no hesitation — even if it re-
quires a great deal of work — in accompanying tlme With a book or a series of articles in
the written press. Which has been the case insthisition with the publication of a book
called "My mother was killed!" published by Edit®mBuchet-Chastel. The book recaptures
elements present in the film but goes much furtheexposing these therapists/charlatans,
going into the history of it, into the informatiaivulged, all the while remaining accessible to
the public at large.

To conclude, | would say that this investigatiorhigh is not finished because, with
the help of Nathalie, a further report on this tleesibeing considered) has taken a great deal
of time and energy but the ends justify the medidswever, no cause, however justifiable it
might be, is won in advance. Especially this on&. you can never prevent someone from
going to consult this type of therapist or prevdregm from becoming convinced by them.
(Everyone is free to care for himself as he wislesgecially if, moreover, there is a judicial
impunity in serious cases. The case developedkeifilth and book is equally a good example
from this point of view since the victim’s daugh{®&athalie De Reuck) has bravely decided
to lodge a complaint (few people do so, througl latevidence generally, money or sup-
port) with the Public Prosecutor in Brussels. Lethope that the police and judges do their
job correctly....

Philippe Dutilleul
January 2010.
Tournai. Belgium

W Radio Télévision belge francophone

My Mother’s story

Nathalie De Reuckjournalist and author, led the personal investayainto her mother’s
death culminating in the publication of the bookhey killed my mother” and the film
“ Death by telephone prescription”

| agreed to come and testify before you, in theesaray as | agreed to tell my story in the
broadcast ‘Death by telephone prescription’ by ippé Dutilleul and in the book. For just
one reason: to keep the promise that | made to oy wn her death bed, to expose the facts
and bring the problem into the public eye.
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It is a battle that | am fighting on several frants
- Firstly through the report that was broadcastRadio Télévision Belge (Belgian Radio
Television) in December 2009
- By means of a second documentary that Philipp@l®ul and | are producing together, and
which, unlike the first, which specifically told éhstory of a victim, Jacqueline Starck, my
mother, will instead take a focus on Total Biolagd New German Medicine
- Through the complaint, lodged with the Public $&rmutor in Brussels in September 2009. |
have spent a year working on this in order to gjifeen and consolidate the case, so that it can
serve as an example and be effective .

- And finally, through the book ‘On a tué ma me¢®ledical charlatans killed my mother),
distributed in France and Belgium by Buchet/Chastgkch, because of media reception, al-
lowed this sectarian problem to be exposed.

It was at the end of 2005 that mum first discoveaetthy lump in her left breast. It

was invisible to the naked eye and could only beated through feeling.
Her osteopath who had been treating her for alouyears, a friend of my parents, explained
that it was simply the manifestation of a conflider left breast, according to the law of later-
ality, corresponds to a problem with my father. INiog) to be alarmed about. On the contrary.
It means that the conflict is resolving itself. Vil develop cancers several times a year,
which shrink by themselves if you ignore them, lanes.

A gynaecological friend explained to me, on theeothand, that this lump was dan-
gerous, and could grow quickly. My mother, howeweho had immediately agreed to un-
dergo medical tests, changed her mind under theeimée of her osteopath and decided to
follow his diagnosis.

She made contact with Mme Brigitte, a kinesiolggikiwser, homeopath, cartoman-
cer, geobiologist, ....whatever you like, in any casé¢ a doctor, and on her advice, with a
certain Willy, a Belgian living in the Auvergne, vking with energies, a specialist in remov-
ing spells. The three of them share in mum’s “treatt”.

The osteopath drains the lymphatic system throumly bmassages, looks, with her,
into possible causes in her past, using Family &taton Therapy and Psychogenealogy,
recommending Bach flowers whilst using kinesiololgiyne Brigitte prescribes small homeo-
pathic pills with the aid of her pendulum, cleansl @econtaminates the apartment by work-
ing on terrestrial energies and practises kinegiofoom a distance. Willy raises the psychic
and body energies and fights the evil eye. Sotweeof them go about prescribing elixirs and
other remedies, in short, “caring for” mum for ay&ITHOUT ever having met her face to
face.

Each extra physical manifestation is considereeixagmely positive and adds to their
argument. She loses blood, her lymph glands oaaetumours and arm swell up: that is all
fine, her body is simply cleaning and purifyingeifs It is eliminating and responding cor-
rectly to the drainage system.

They claim one and the same thing: ALLOPATHIC MEINE KILLS and conse-
guently chemotherapy and radiotherapy also.

One must avoid hospitals, which harm and mutilatiepts. Surgical procedures and
medical treatments, according to them, serve amnline the pockets of pharmaceutical com-
panies.

From then onwards they get down to finding theiarand causes of the conflict.

Her past is dug up. Everything is questioned. ld&tionship with my grandmother who, they
maintain, did not want her to be born. With my gifather, authoritarian and psychologically
rigid. With her elder sisters, jealous of this laitke one. With her former relationships, envi-
ous and greedy. With her husband, a torturer arydaat. With me, her daughter, manipulat-
ive and dictatorial.
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The frequency of telephone contact increases &as ltergpain. From once a week, they
increase to several times a day! Willy implies thatis now working 24 hours a day on mum,
flushing out the cause of her conflict and batfjaiast the extremely violent magic attacks.
He fights the magicians of Sardinia, where my pardived when they were younger and
which he says if the birthplace of black magic. Arecleanses the whole neighbourhood of
sorcerers. He even breaks up a whole USSR network.

To ‘help’ them in their arduous task, they recomthengroup of therapists: an iri-
dologist, a kinesiologist, an expert in Chakrasrgnea psychogenealogist, some geobiolo-
gists. The latter demanded 350 euros for an hamtsgeansing the apartment!

Mum, conscientious, inquires about their refererazestheir certifications.
She certainly does not want to risk falling inte thands of a charlatan. She wants profes-
sional, competent people.

The money slips away, time passes and her condigteriorates at a tremendous rate.
Violent arguments break out between mum and nrg.tbtpersuade her to go to hospital but,
convinced that this would bring about her deatle, atcuses me of being a bad daughter.
She is beyond any reflection or logical reasonomnpletely dependent on these healers. |
have the impression that they are pulling the gtriof a puppet that they manipulate at will.
When we speak, we are each in a different worlda@andccasions | wonder about the reality
and truthfulness of their arguments.

It is terribly demanding and distressing to findeself confronted with such an
unlikely argument that is actually supported by @titude of different people. All the more
so because some of them are from a medical baakgrou

To try to convince my mother | contact a homeogattoctor with a diploma who is
on the register of the medical association. A tegiwhich, clearly, should be free from char-
latans. At least, that is what | thought. SinceHsronly diagnosis, he accuses me, as an only
daughter, of being responsible for his patient®ds and exhorts me to help my mother find
the conflict dividing us.

It is only after making some enquiries that | tlikscovered he was the right hand man
of Claude Sabbah in Belgium and main director oEBTthe Belgian Institute of Total Biol-
ogy of living beings.

In despair, | try to alert the police and emergehogpital services but none of them
could help me at all. The law allows its subjectschoose whether or not they want to be
treated. They could not intervene in any situatibns pointless to state that | had not told
anyone about the situation. For two reasons. itsticause Jacqueline, influenced by the
therapists who were isolating her from her frieads relatives, ordered me not to, and then
because | simply did not know where to go to fdphe

January 2007, her left arm and hand have now ddublesize. Hard, swollen and
rigid, they made her back bend because of the weigh
The breast has shrunk into a solid mass underrthpita The nipple has been replaced by a
gaping wound about twenty centimetres across, gokziaod and purulent. There is a con-
tinuous discharge of a mixture of pus, lymph amabtll One evening, mum wonders where
this nauseating smell is coming from which seemsltow her around...she realises that it is
emanating from her own body. The right breast starienlarge and redden. The whole of her
thorax and neck is covered with tumours and pumgbured veins. A constant feeling of suf-
focation prevents her from breathing properly.Sheves with difficulty, hampered by the
physical manifestations of the cancer which is gngwaway at her and the ever-present
shooting pains.

In the face of the grisly picture of Jacqueline dhd yells of pain that she can no
longer contain, the gurus tell her to selflessegbacceptance.

Willy recommends putting onion on the wound; pedfies warm green clay for the
arm, and...to leave dad. Mme Brigitte prescribesttirecof Calendula to gently dab on, a few
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drops of lemon to disinfect, floral elixirs and dimaomeopathic pills for the pain and...to
leave the apartment.

The osteopath admits to her, in February 2007, hais very proud of her. She is
much better off dying at home than surrounded byuves in a hospital. Mum starts to be
afraid, frightened by what he is saying! It is moguestion of dying but of being cured; that is
what he has been telling her for more than a y&agry with him, disorientated by this turn-
around, she refuses to see him again.

On 17th April 2007, Jacqueline finally agrees totgdhospital. The therapists have
‘left’ her, accusing her of basically wanting to itleto act the martyr. “You need to be ill”.
That is what they throw at her shortly before sies.d

It is when she was informed of the result of bingpsy that mum understood she had
cancer. Her eyes showed no sign of fear or paki&sbmeone who has discovered this diag-
nosis, but rather stupor. Until that precise momsiné had never doubted the charlatans who
had assured her that she did not have cancer,ntheesymptoms.

She immediately spoke to me of the K7 audio on visite had recorded some of the
conversations. She wanted them to be used to ladgemplaint and prevent other ill people
from coming under the influence of these conmen.

| should specify. Jacqueline had not recorded tlsl®gues with the intention of
harming them. It was a practice that she had beepteg regularly for about thirty years
with doctors, after some other health concerns fwdrith she suffered. It allowed her to ana-
lyse and study the therapeutic terms and medicaiaiences.

Mum passed away on 13th June 2007.

During the weeks after her death, | drifted alomgaowave of incomprehension. Was mum
mad? Or was I? On the internet, my research ihjittatussed on psychiatric illnesses. | was
trying to understand what had led my mother to gefto be treated. | could see no reason
other than madness.

After many steps trying to shed some light on thtame across the Association pour
Victimes de Psychothérapeutes auto proclamés (fewc for Victims of self-proclaimed
Psychotherapists). It was a real relief to be headlunderstood. A release.

Afterwards, | listened to the recordings of sometted telephone conversations be-
tween Jacqueline and these charlatans. Esoterigesnsubtly mixed with pseudo scientific
ideas. Steadily-growing arguments that allowed ondce the increasing level of manipula-
tion.

With the aim of compiling a dossier of the comptalrsifted through and transcribed
about twenty telephone conversations. | groupedesaimgether, established links, archived
their arguments. | made enquiries on the intelm@ént out the basis of their theory.

And then a volunteer in the association put meontact with Philippe Dutilleul, al-
lowing me to gain more in-depth knowledge. | disa@d a frightening world. In order to get
them to reveal themselves and drop the officialkpa® had no choice other than to resort to
the use of hidden cameras. There is a huge guifdegt the syrupy, sterile arguments adopted
with the sole intention of demonstrating a williggs to collaborate with traditional medicine,
and the arguments that they uphold in private dtetsons.

On approaching Josie Kromer, Jean-Jacques Créweandwther defendants of Total
Biology, in referring to a cancer or other illnessaw myself ardently recommended to stop
all allopathic treatment or else die of it. It isar that these therapists believe that they are in
possession of the only truth, and that consequetatlipllow any paths other than theirs is an
inescapable route to death.
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Which therefore establishes that in actual faatyttictate the contrary to what they
claim — that they collaborate with traditional n@de — as this is simply absurd and impossi-
ble.

Frightening when we consider that the participattgheir costly training courses in-
clude people basically stemming from the medicalirenment: doctors, kinesitherapists,
osteopaths, nurses, or, of course, the sick. Pesyffering from Parkinson disease, AIDS,
multiple sclerosis who hold onto these wild hopes.

All the more appalling when we discover that, ualikhat they inculcate into their pa-
tients, they themselves rush to hospital to befeih leading treatments should they person-
ally succumb to iliness. As proof of this, whenglaaline’s therapist discovered that he had a
brain tumour, he rushed instantly to the famousi@lie Universitaire Bruxelloise (University
Hospital of Brussels).

‘I wonder to what degree your mother might haveagraitted her cancer to me’ he
said, when | met him, before informing me that Jetime owed him a considerable sum of
money for his services.

As for Brigitte, she maintained, with an unconvirgismile, that Jacqueline had died
of a cancer that had, actual fact, cured her aadhér astral body had thus been liberated.
She would return, relieved of her conflicts.

The osteopath continued to maintain that we alelig several cancers a year, which
spontaneously shrink, and that if Jacqueline had diwas her personal choice. She had de-
liberately refused to resolve her conflict.

Machiavellian to the end.

True to themselves, they followed the preceptshef Total Biology or Hamer method. As-
tounding, woolly-minded but oh so profitable.

Since the film ‘Organic death by telephone pnggion’ has been broadcast, and in
particular since the publication of the book ‘Meaicharlatans killed my mother’, dozens of
victims have contacted me. To express their r@figkalising that they are not alone and in
particular to understand the manipulative procésghich their relative was a victim. Perhaps
a first step in the slow process in relieving tisginse of guilt...

There are a great many calls for help. Most of tladenmot know where to turn to for psycho-
logical and practical assistance, or what to dexjeose the facts.

Which allows me to suggest that we must not onligkly establish a centre to guide
victims and compile a register of them, but alsota@revent this from ever occurring? It is a
matter of public health.

Analysis of the Legal Difficulties of an Internatianal Affair Spanning South
West France and Oxford: a Family under the Influene Forced by a guru
into Reclusion and Ruin.

Daniel Picotin, Lawyer at the Bordeaux Bar

In December 2001 just after Christmas, a well knasistocratic family living in the Bor-
deaux region (Aquitaine — France), withdrew frane tworld and shut itself up its home
known as Martel’'s Castle, in the district of Momftaiin, in Lot-et-Garonne.

Three generations of this family, 11 people, frGullemette de Vedrines (born Ad-
hemar), then 89 years, to the youngest membereab-9id Diane de Vedrines, purely and
simply withdrew from the world, dropping jobs andual occupations, breaking with their
relatives and friends and, one of them, with heusp.
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This extraordinary situation was all the more aekable that the family is well known
and socially integrated not only in the region, bigo in Bordeaux where Doctor Charles-
Henri de Vedrines, a reputed 50-year old gynaecstiaipstetrician, was a candidate on the
Mayors’ list (former Prime Minister, Alain Juppé) the 1995 local elections.

All their family and friends reacted with amazerhand incomprehension.

The media devoted several reports to this mysiader the heading «The Recluses of
Monflanquin®.

Before the human climax of this complex affairswaached in 2009, more than eight
years after the beginning of the event, many obetaecere placed in the way of those who
sought to release them and encourage legal intéoven

l. The incomprehension of the justice sfem and of the entourage.

It was at the beginning of 2004 that Jean Marchfwedhusband of Ghislaine de Vedrines,
contacted me and explained this amazing case.

It was immediately quite clear to me that this dooihly be a case of undue influence.

Taking into account the quality of the people witiof this situation, of the fact that
they were all members of the same family spreadirey three different generations, the case
imposed itself as of exemplary academic interestyy knowledge, unprecedented in Europe.

It is a difficult situation to explain to the geaépublic but also to professionals since
in this case, the judicial system remained praltyiddind for eight years, in spite of several
attempts by the local branch of ADFI (Association the Defence of the Family and the In-
dividual) and me, the lawyer of the party instigticivil action proceedings.

There had been an attempt to place the grandmailierGuillemette de Vedrines un-
der curatorship, but the psychologist and the juafgesponsible for the protection of certain
categories of adulf considered that the latter was in complete poses$ her faculties.

As for various court referrals by the “gendarmeribey encountered absolute incom-
prehension under the pretext that once a persorehabed her majority they can live as they
wish and withdraw from the world if they want to..@en members of the friendly entou-
rage of the family even considered that: "theyk&mbvery happy ..."

An investigation ordered in the interest of the ifa@a on request of a friend to verify
the situation of Christine de Vedrines, proved tihdtad not been treated seriously enough
since the interested party was auditioned in thpre$ence of another member of the family
clan under influence...

Rather quickly, however, it became evident thatftimeily’s change of attitude was re-
lated to the arrival, in their midst, of a murkyacacter, Thierry Pascal Tilly (TPT), who had
met Ghislaine de Vedrines, wife of Jean Marchantemwshe was Head of a secretarial col-
lege, Lille Street in Paris, "The lady Secretary”.

This slippery character, implicated in at least dg#iferent bankruptcies, barred from
managerial tasks for ten years by a Commercial ICsrmtence and furthermore with a de-
ferred prison sentence for abuse of social goods.

Il. FRENCH LAW INADEQUATE

The first complaints by Jean Marchand were handigted seriously by local justice (Lot-et-
Garonne).

Even the complaint made in his capacity of Pregsiadérthe Association "Music in
Guyenn&"”, bearing on the embezzlement of approximately0R0 Euros of public money
found in manipulator’s bank account, was not fokahup.

When | was consulted on this case, | suggestedytalient that we should meet the Public
prosecutor of Ageft in March 2004.
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In spite of the goodwill of this magistrate, weufa ourselves up against a legal fact
due to a vacuum in the law concerning undue infleen

Indeed, the French Parliament had hesitatedttodace, but had finally decided not
to introduce, the concept of undue influence i@ Penal code, as had originally been pro-
posed by the MP, Eric Dolige and, only an offentalmse weakness and ignorance, article
223-15- 2 of the Penal code, (law of June 12, 20@&f introduced; the difficulty of this
choice is that the victim has to introduce a camp) whereas, in this type of case, "the fol-
lower under influence" apparently seems to accephban enviable fate... This is precisely
how undue influence operates!

Consequently, the Court declared itself incompeberd situation when adults from
one day to the next decided to radically changi ey of life.

The situation was all the more disconcerting fa #uthorities that Thierry Tilly did
not live with the people under influence who renmediisometimes several days locked in their
castle, all shutters closed...

Indeed, it was later disclosed than the guru actathly by telephone and especially
by Internet, requiring that all the members ofgheup, who had all lost track of time because
all watches and calendars had been confiscatedldsheport to him daily through e-mail.

Among the originalities of this case, therefadiought to light a new way of exercis-
ing undue influence: "undue influence throughswefing” by an individual with a rare talent
of persuasion able to confuse his victims by exjypigitheir force and their weakness all at the
same time.

The Public Prosecutor was content to launch a @i@nnvestigation which in the
course of five years would follow step by step liteny of one sale after another of the great
majority of the de Vederine’s family possessionke Total damage can be estimated at 4. 5
million Euros...

Thus, we looked on, totally helpless though conghyetonscious of the situation, the
long descent into hell of this whole family, whiek time went by found itself ruined: psy-
chologically, materially, professionally...

The concept of undue influence would also desesvmettreated by the Civil Code, as
a particular facet of thevice de consenteméft which would allow, in civil contracts to
reconsider contracts that have already been passedrticular on the sale of property.

| introduced, in March 2010, an action before trenlBuptcy Court of Agert, de-
manding the annulment of the sale of Castle Mangied by the de Védrines family for sev-
eral centuries and which constitutes the cradtb@family.

The latter was sold under incredible conditionses@l members of the family were
forced to go without food or sleep for days and st abused was Christine de Védrines
whose consent was obtained after she was tortwadten days.

This lawsuit accuses the Notary who regularizedatis, and those who bought the
Castle very cheaply. It will undoubtedly not beyets plead since the purchasers are not the
torturers, and it will be interesting to see how tourts will react to this case of figure, be-
cause of the deficiencies of the legislation onrtiadter.

The psychological gurus and other manipulatorsofien a step ahead of the social
sciences, there is therefore a need for the Napml€tivil Code to evolve with its times.

lll. THE DIFFICULTIES OF INTERNATIONAL CO-OPERATION
The transmission of the case to three differenméieng magistrates first in Agen and then in
Bordeaux, made it impossible for this case on mdaagdering to progress in spite of the

fact that two members of the family had succeedesktirpating themselves in January 2008,
but were so exhausted psychologically that theyeweable to face a legal battle.
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Philippe de Védrines, had in fact been called ley@ourt in the capacity of "assisted
witness" and not as a victim.

Finally, we had to await the telephone contact WHimanaged to have directly with
Christine de Védrines and managed to convince tedr she should flee England and Tilly
and lodge a complaint in France; indeed, she éagperated her identity documents to allow
her to work in Oxford (90% of her wages and thoisthe other members of the family group,
were taxed by the swindler).

Only after the arrival in Bordeaux of Mrs C. de Viéds, who left behind in England
her husband, her three major children, her sistéasw and nephews, and her mother-in-law,
did it became possible for justice finally to takés case into account.

Indeed, this time, we had a plaintiff for abu$eveakness and fraud who furthermore
revealed the tortures she had undergone in Ja20&& and the six months spent in isolation
locked in a room. This acted as an acceleratothimicase. The facts being qualified as crimi-
nal, they could incur a prison sentence which cgulds far as life imprisonment for the sup-
posed guru, pronounced by the Penal Court.

The examining magistrate, Stéphane Lorentz, aftaring received Christine de
Védrines’ action for civil damages in a criminase, delivered an international arrest war-
rant as of mid-April 2009.

Without taking into account a number of new difftes which again caused the case
to stagnate for seven more months and this, ie gffithe warning reporting the damages that
people may suffer on recuperating their persorm@dom after such an event, reported by the
psychoanalyst and the criminologist specialisediatim response who were working with
me on this sensitive case.

Indeed, it so happens that the U.K. has not sighedSchengéfi agreements, but
mainly that European legal co-operation is basea alecision dating from June 13, 2002,
which requires a transposition in the legislatibeach country.

In this case, the examining magistrate had, onraéweecasions, to reformulate, requests
for co-operation with British justice and this, mout success, for several reasons.

@  The situation wherein French citizens wesgendp denied their freedom by another

French citizen did not seem to be applicable indte

@  The offence of “abuse of weakness” in Freaehdoes not exist in English law.
@  The examining magistrate was not even aifbaito penetrate on

British soil, if only to take part in a legal selaysince he was asked beforehand to pre-

sent a detailed list of documents or other elemehish were sought ...

Difficult to guess what the guru’s safe might camt&nowing that the latter had used

many murky legal constructions and combinationghi@ ten years since the case

started!

In the end, a different legal logic, the practidehe common law, a lack of comprehension

or even of goodwill, completely gripped the machnevith the result that the European ar-
rest warrant delivered by the French Judge, coel@dnbe used in the United Kingdom!

Even when the examining magistrate brought the files® the Eurojust Commission
in The Hague, British justice was not convinced @naglas finally thanks to the guru’s care-
lessness that Tilley was arrested on the occadiarirgp he made to Zurich in October 2009.

This time, as for the film producer Polanski, Swisstice applied the international ar-
rest warrant, by arresting the party in questioarate, in Zurich; the latter gave up the possi-
bility of recourse and agreed to be extraditedrem€e, where he was charged and imprisoned
at the Prison of Gradignan (Gironde) since thige dat

Even the real and recurring efforts of the Judgisilng between France and England
had not made it possible to overcome the diffiegltbetween the French and British legal
systems.
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Admittedly, each legal system has its legitimaggdpbut in practice we have to come
to terms with the fact that the European legal peration in this case did not function in spite
of the “human” distress of the victims.

The arrest of the guru finally obtained, | wasffam relieved in this difficult case be-
cause seven people still remained under the gumdsie influence in spite of his being fi-
nally out of the way in prison.

V. ISOLATION AND LACK OF SUPPORT OF THE EXIT COUNSELLING
MISSION

"The retrieval" of the seven French nationals wrevenstill in England after the incarceration
of Tilly required two five days operations on th@osin November and in December 2009,
prepared upstream by specialised psychologists.

At the beginning, we had planned to practice t‘egunselling”” under cover of the
examining judge who would have crossed the Chatmnglestion each one of the victims,
which would perhaps have allowed us to intervene.

In the days which followed, several television népaonvinced us that in fact, the
family members, six who were living in Oxford andeoin Bristol, were all in the same frame
of mind with respect to their mentor.

The various requests for assistance which we hatknwathe British legal authorities
being unsuccessful, | took the responsibility of@apanying the family members who had
left the group (best placed to render the situatimmprehensible) with a team specially com-
posed for the circumstance of a psychoanalyst aadn@nologist specialised in victim re-
sponse.

This first mission in November 2009 was therefaiiggiely funded.

However, as | wanted this exit counselling operatto be official, | informed
Miviludes, the French consular authorities andRhench embassy in Britain of what we were
undertaking.

On the spot, we encountered a recurring problecedihe recluses did not want to see
their family and threatened to complain of “harasst”. Threats which were firmly taken
into account by the local police thus blocking attempts of resuming contact.

This was therefore an exhausting experience aneryansky one nervously and hu-
manely speaking.

In spite of these difficulties, we succeeded, orvéober 11, 2009, to free a member
of the family from the undue influence which hadtéred him and the latter was to return
immediately to France where he constituted himagltivil party to the case, validating all
that his mother had been able to indicate on theires she had suffered and adding other
important criminal offences.

Encouraged by this first success and in spite efttital absence of official support
(with the exception of the French Consulate-generhbndon), | took upon myself to contact
the leaders of local government in my area wheprebkide the association INFO-Sectes
Aquitaine.

They all granted their immediate financial suppevhether Alain Juppé, Major of
Bordeaux, or the President of the Aquitaine regidiajn ROUSSET or the President of the
General Council of Gironde, Philippe MADRELLE.

Thanks to this financing, | was able to set upea even more operational mission,
using all the members of the family who were nowafuthe cult and bringing, in addition to
the team of psychiatrist, a driver specializechis type of operation.

It was out of question, for me, to intervene améghe framework of my professional
deontology, and this operation which we called wB@&/indows 2” endeavoured to respect
French and English law.
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In this respect, | make a point of specifying tbantrary to the defamatory assertions
of certain Internet sites by cult apologists, éké counselling which we practiced, has noth-
ing to do with “deprogramming” operations which wetry to persuade a subject by the use
of force!

The whole operation was undertaken with humanityhe respect of the people, quite
simply to help them back into reality.

This time, the operation was crowned with compkaecess since we managed to
come into contact, on 11 - 12, December, 2009, withseven remaining members of the
family who finally accepted to look at their truéustion, and immediately constituted them-
selves as civil parties to the case.

Thus the first act of the case known as of the “REESES OF MONFLANQUIN”
was fortunately completed without suicide, nor iate...

Now however, is the time of psychological, prgfesal and human reconstruction
which requires more important means than we have.

The worst moment for the victims is over, howevewrbegins legal time with psy-
chiatric psychological evaluations both of the gandl his victims.

This affair has not finished delivering its sesrahd will certainly have new develop-
ments.

The Civil suit for the annulment of the sale bé tCastle but especially the criminal
procedure before the Criminal Court of Gironde winstitute an exemplary procedure on
undue influence in Europe.

| hope, for my part that this lawsuit will make pigbopinion and the press aware of
the interest that there would be to make Frencislkgn evolve and also improve European
legal cooperation.

To unravel such a case constitutes a true challergiralling certainly, but risky too;
to succeed, the first condition is to truly undanst what constitutes “undue influence”.

“It is necessary to know how to know to understarahd to understand to act” SPINOZA.

i Because of either their physical state, or ofrthental state somenajors are the subject of a mode of pro-
tection which derogates from the principle fixeddsticle 488 of the Civil code which declares fuliple
people of the one and other sex having reachethagk years.

2l Guyenne(French pronunciatiofiguyijen]]; OccitanGuianal[gi[an]) is a vaguely defined historic region of
south-western France. TReovince of Guyenne sometimes called tHerovince of Guyenne andsascony
was a large province of pre-revolutionary France.

Bl Agen (French pronunciatioriazé]) is acommunein theLot-et-Garonnelepartmentn Aquitainein south-
westernFrance

4 «vice de consentement” is the fact that a contrastas mistaken on an element determining hisnassevas
constrained to contract.

Bl Agenis a Frencltommunein the Department of.ot-et-Garonne

Bl 25 European countries are members of this zorfeuitborders. Britain and Ireland opted out.

1 Exit counselling, also termedtrategic intervention therapy, cult intervention or thought reform consul-
tation is aninterventiondesigned to persuade an individual to leave appauceived to be eult. It is distin-
guished frondeprogrammindpy the fact that it's a voluntary procedure, thatfollower is treated with respect,
can leave any time, and that the decision to sittytiwe group or leave it is wholly up to the faller and will
be accepted as it is by the exit counsellor.
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